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Taxpayers are being promised $10
a week of relief in a pre-election
sweetener, as Jim Chalmers lays out
the economic case for a second term

of a Labor government.

In his fourth federal budget handed
down on Tuesday night, just weeks
before Australians go to the polls,

r

the Treasurer revealed the average But workers will have to wait more

earner would be $536 a year better than a year before they get the first
off once the tax cuts are fully hit of additional hip-pocket relief.

implemented. Continued page 16

Socceroos beat China 20-, take giant step towards automatic

The Socceroos have earned a
comfortable 2-0 victory over China
in Hangzhou, taking another giant
step towards automatic qualification
for the 2026 World Cup.

With Saudi Arabia earning a point
in Saitama after a 0-0 draw against
the already qualified Japan, Tony
Popovics side have a three-point
buffer in second place in the group.
The Socceroos host the Samurai Blue
in Perth on June 5, before heading to
Ryiadh to take on Saudi Arabia on
June 10 for what could be a winner-
takes all clash in the final match day

of qualification.

However, with such a huge advantage
in goal difference — the Socceroos
are +7 while Saudi Arabia are -2 —
the Socceroos are in the box seat to
join Japan in North America and
qualify automatically for the first
time since 2014.

In Hangzhou, first half goals to
Jackson Irvine and Nishan Velupillay,
who scored after a horror error from
China keeper Wang Dalei, gave the
Socceroos a deserved lead at half
time.

China barely had the ball in the
opening 15 minutes as Australia

worked to silence the huge capacity

qualification for 2026 FIFA World Cup

crowd.

second half but you have to suffer ...

“We started the game really well, we it’s job done”

kept the ball really well,” Velupillay A desperately poor China vastly
told Paramount+.

“We could have done better in the

improved after the break, with
Continued page 16
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Rate cuts, 'hurt' households, and crypto:
Key takeaways from the RBA's grilling

The road to disinflation must
be paved with caution, the
Reserve Bank governor has
warned as global and domestic
uncertainties threaten to derail
Australia’s progress.

Michele Bullock was questioned
on a range of pressing topics
in a parliamentary hearing on
Friday, including the central
bank’s opinion on a dubious
cryptocurrency based on an
internet meme, and its recent rate

cut decision.

No guarantees of further rate
cuts

With inflation slowing more than
expected, she said the board was
convinced it was appropriate to
slightly ease monetary policy for
the first time in four years.

But subsequent rate cuts are not
guaranteed as Australia takes
lessons from other nations.

“One learning from overseas is
that disinflation can be bumpy, it
doesn’t go in a straight line back
to target,” Bullock said.

“The board remains cautious
about the prospects for further
policy easing”

In New Zealand and Canada, for
example, interest rates increased
much more and have come down
harder, but their unemployment

rates are relatively elevated.

Australias labour market has
largely held up by comparison,
but this has created uncertainties
for the RBA to navigate.

“We can be satisfied with the
progress made so far, though the
job is definitely not done,” Bullock
said.

Risk of disinflation ‘derailing’
Data released by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics on Tuesday
shows the labour market
remains remarkably resilient,
with an extra 44,000 jobs added
to the economy in January.

While strong employment
growth is good news for job
seekers, it signals strength in the
economy that could “delay or
derail” the disinflation process
according to Bullock.

The RBA’s board recognised
Australian households have
been particularly burdened,
especially those with mortgages,
and said high inflation had
permanently increased prices.
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PM targets
Greens’seats as
dawn breaks on

campaign

Anthony Albanese will start
the first full day of the election
campaign in Brisbane as Labor
eyes two inner-city seats held by
the Greens.

The prime minister will begin his
five-week election campaign on
Saturday in the Sunshine State’s
capital after announcing polling
day as May 3.

Labor will desperately try to win
back the seat of Griffith - former
prime minister Kevin Rudd’s
old electorate - which is held
by Greens MP Max Chandler-
Mather on a 10.46 per cent
margin over the LNP.

It will also make a bid for nearby
electorate Brisbane - one of
three lower-house seats picked
up by the Greens in Queensland
at the 2022 federal election.

The Albanese
has 78 seats in the House of
Representatives and would fall
into minority government if it
had a net loss of three seats.
Labor holds just five of the
state’s 30 seats, with the LNP
ahead with a substantial lead of
21 electorates.

government

leader

Greens Adam Bandt
will also be in the Queensland
capital on Saturday to join his
party’s MPs and members for
a rally against Peter Dutton as
they urge voters to give them
the balance of power.

The cost of living will be the
defining issue of the election
campaign, with households
finally feeling relief after the
Reserve Bank cut interest rates

in February.
Health care and housing are
also key issues for people

considering who to vote for.
Labor has repeatedly pointed
to the lowering of the cash rate
as evidence of its “responsible”
economic management.

The coalition will need to snap
up 19 extra electorates to get to
76 seats, the number required
for a majority government.
Opposition Leader Peter Dutton
delivered his opening pitch in
Brisbane on Friday.

teenage boy, 17, killed when stolen car
crashed during a police chase

A teenage boy who was killed
when the allegedly stolen car he
was travelling in crashed while
being chased by police had a
rough upbringing, a local has
said.

The 17-year-old, who cannot be
named for legal reasons, died
when the car — containing
four teenagers — crashed and
rolled on Weir Rd, at Bourke in
northwest NSW, about 1.30am on
Friday.

The vehicle was being pursued by
police after being reported stolen
from a service station 330km
away in Narromine about two
hours earlier.

The 17-year-old died at the scene,
while three other boys were
rushed to hospital with various
injuries.
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Since the accident, trolls have
slammed the boys on social media
but some locals have jumped to
their defence, claiming they had a
tough time growing up.
“You don’t know what they have
been through,” one person said.
Another said: “Until you have
walked a day in their shoes, don’t
talk. You don’t know what is going
on for them.”
Meanwhile, tributes have begun
to flow for the 17-year-old boy,
who has been remembered as
“one of a kind” and a “soldier”
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By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Road safety

-

There has been a recent surge in road accidents,
predominantly attributed to young drivers. This trend
has raised significant concerns among parents, the wider
community, and authorities regarding road safety.

There are several factors that contribute to the high
incidence of road accidents among young drivers:

Lack of Experience: Young drivers often lack the experience
necessarytohandlechallengingdrivingsituationseffectively.
They may not have encountered various road conditions or
learned how to react appropriately in emergencies.

Risky Behavior: Some young drivers engage in risky
behaviors such as speeding, distracted driving (e.g., texting
while driving), driving under the influence of alcohol
or drugs, and not wearing seat belts. These behaviors
significantly increase the likelihood of accidents.

Peer Influence: Peer pressure can also play a role in
encouraging risky driving behaviors among young people.
They may feel pressured to impress their friends or engage
in reckless driving to fit in with their peers.
Overconfidence: Some young drivers may exhibit
overconfidence in their driving abilities, leading them to
take unnecessary risks on the road.

Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach
involving education, enforcement, and community
involvement:

Education: Comprehensive driver education programs
should be implemented to teach young drivers about
the rules of the road, safe driving practices, and the
consequences of risky behavior. These programs should also
emphasize the importance of responsible decision-making
while driving.

Enforcement: Law enforcement agencies should enforce
traffic laws rigorously, particularly targeting behaviors
such as speeding, distracted driving, and driving under the
influence. Strict penalties should be imposed on those who
violate these laws to deter others from engaging in similar
behavior.

Parental Involvement: Parents play a crucial role in shaping
their children's attitudes and behaviors towards driving.
They should set a positive example by practicing safe driving
habits themselves and actively discussing road safety with
their children.

Community Engagement: Engaging the community in road
safetyinitiatives canhelpraiseawarenessabouttheissueand
foster a culture of safe driving. This can involve organizing
educational events, promoting safe driving campaigns, and
encouraging community members to report unsafe driving
behavior.
Byaddressingthesefactorsthrougheducation,enforcement,
and community involvement, we can work towards reducing
the number of road accidents involving young drivers and
improving overall road safety for everyone.

Drug dealer blasted buyer to death with a

shotgun over $1500 debt in Tregear, NSW

A drug dealer chasing a
$1500 debt may have been
hypervigilant when he fatally
shotabuyertwice with a double-
barrelled shotgun during a
botched home invasion, a court
has been told.

Bahra Youseft killed 30-year-old
Adnan Salameh by shooting him
in his right thigh and shoulder in
front of his partner in their granny
flat in the western Sydney suburb
of Tregear on November 30, 2020.
The dealer, who was chasing
money owed for $1500 worth
of cocaine bought on credit six
weeks earlier, broke into the
couple’s home with another man
and fired when a drug-affected
Mr Salameh lunged at them.

The 23-year-old, who worked in
the electrical industry and as a
removalist, was found guilty of
murder by a NSW Supreme Court
jury in October.

Jurors found beyond reasonable
doubt that Youseftf had either
intended to kill or commit
grievous bodily harm on Mr
Salameh.

Butatasentence hearing on Friday,
his barrister John Stratton SC
urged Justice Sarah McNaughton
to find there was no intent to kill.

“The actions of someone
intending to shoot to kill would
be to shoot at the head or the
centre of the person, not areas
where the deceased was shot,” he
told the court.

If the goal was actually to Kkill,
Youseft and his accomplice would
have remained at the scene to get
the $1500 owed, Mr Stratton said.
Instead, they immediately fled
with the 23-year-old then texting
an associate to delete everything
from their phone.

“You don’t know me, don’t contact

me again,” he wrote.

All this pointed to a “robbery
gone wrong’, Mr Stratton argued.
Crown prosecutor Sylvie Sloan
disagreed.

“The discharge twice of the
shotgun at close proximity
brought with it really an
inevitability = of  occasioning
death,” she said.

The court was told Youseff still
experienced signs of mental
illness after experiencing violence
and abuse in his past.

His psychologist Sam Albassit
told the court the 23-year-old
showed symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder,
generalised anxiety and substance
abuse disorder.

The PTSD in particular meant
he could have been experiencing
“hypervigilance” at the time of the
murder leading him to fire upon
the approaching Mr Salameh, Mr
Stratton said.

The court was told Youssef had
been convicted of intimidation
in 2020 and then possessing a
prohibited drug the following
year.

In 2023, he was convicted of
aggravated breaking and entering
with intent to cause intimidation
but avoided jail after a court
found he remained outside in a
car while two other men entered
the property.

Mr Stratton argued it was only
a limited criminal history
because his client had not been
incarcerated until he was arrested
for murder in August 2022.
During the hearing, Youseff sat in
the dock supported by his mother
and sisters who watched from the
court’s public gallery.

He will be sentenced on February
28.
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By Natalie Sukkarieh

AGM & Dinner Recap - 12th February 2025
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@ A Light

An empty void, A silent noise. A feeling, but not

really— Something | can’t see clearly.

= money |

anl
ate grore wealth

A flicker lost in haze, | move through muted days.

Touch drifts through my skin, I'm nowhere, yet within.

The world a faded song, I've been numb for far too
long. But then, a gentle sound, A heartbeat, low and

round.

You didn’t say a word, But something deep was stirred.

A gaze that reached inside, Where empty used to hide.

Your presence like a flame, Not burning, just a glow. A

quiet kind of light, That softened all | know.

| flinched, then felt a shift, A moment, small and swift.

Not much, but not the same A spark without a name.

You didn’t push or guide, Just stayed there by my side.

No promise, no control Just space to find my soul.

| don't quite understand, But reach out with my hand.

Something soft, not planned Like learning how to

Last night’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Dinner proved to be a great

stand. success, marking an important milestone for our organisation. The event was
expertly chaired by Ms. Reem Borrows, Executive & Business Coach from

Dreem Consulting, who opened with the presentation of the Annual Report

. by outgoing President, Mr. Radwan Hamdan.
And maybe that's enough, The start is always rough. A key moment of the evening was the election of the new Board, conducted
But now | see a way, To feel a bit each d ay. seamlessl?r by Retu.rning Officer, Mr Hassan El-Husseini of Husseir'li Lawyers
and Public Notaries. Congratulations to the newly elected President, Mr.
George Bousamra from Syncorp, and to the incoming Board members!
The evening also featured an insightful presentation by Ms. Borrows on the
And maybe that’s the start, A flicker in the dark. To strategic direction for AABC 2025 and beyond, which sparked thoughtful

discussions about the future of the organisation.

feel again, not whole But pieces of a soul. It was a wonderful evening of reflection, transition, and forward-thinking.
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Wishing you and your
loved ones a blessed
Eid Al-Fitr

Anne Stanley MP
Federal Member for Werriwa

- JASON CLARE MP

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
MEMBER FOR BLAXLAND

@ 02 9790 2466 [< Jason.Clare.MP@aph.gov.au Shop 7, 441 Hoxton Park Road, Hinchinbrook NSW 2168

. @ 0287830977 O annesanley. mpdaph gov.au
&2 www.jasonclare.com.au [Fe)w JasonClareMP P Bt

T H 1
Authorised by Jason Clare MP, Australian Labor Party, Suite 7, Level 1,400 Chapel Road Bankstown NSW 2200 Authariscd by Anne Stanley. MF N.-':::'r ;_:';’.;I haxnon Park bed, Hinchinbsook
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WISHING YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES A ]\/\ U BARAK

PEACEFUL AND JOYOUS EID AL-FITR WISHING YOU Af\lD

YOUR FAMILY
ALL THE BEST
ON THE OCCASION
OF EID AL-FITR

Kylie WilkinsonMP | (=¥ - v N
Member for East Hills . o

Phone: (02) 9772 2774 e L S Lynda Voltz MP
| w MEMBER FOR AUBURN

Address: 20 Revesby P|ace, Revesby 1 f . P (02) 9737 8822 E auburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Email: easthills@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Mezzanine Level, 92 Parramatta Road Lidcombe NSW 2141

Authorised by Kylie Wilkinson MP,
funded using parliamentary entitlements. | Authorised by Lynda Voltz MP, funded using parliamentary entitlements
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Australia’s Largest Open-Air Iftar Held at Lakemba

The Lebanese Muslim Association
(LMA) hosted Australias largest
open-air Iftar on Wednesday, 26
March 2025, bringing together
a diverse crowd of over 2,000
attendees in a historic gathering
outside Lakemba Mosque on
Wangee Road, Lakemba, NSW.

attended by
figures,

The event was
prominent
Ministers Steve Kamper MP, Jihad
Dib MP, Sophie Cotsis MP, Mayor
Bilal El-Hayek - City of Canterbury
Bankstown, LMA President Hafez
Alameddine, Sheikh Yahya Safi,
Dr. Jamal Rifi, Dr. Mamdouh
Sukkarieh, as well as councilors,

including

media representatives, and
members of the local community.
Attendees came together to share
a meal, reflect, and connect,
celebrating the spirit of unity,

inclusivity, and community during

the blessed month of Ramadan.
For the first time, the LMA
extended an invitation to the
broader Australian community,
welcoming both Muslims and
non-Muslims to unite in a spirit of
inclusivity, harmony, and shared
humanity on the sacred night of
Laylatul Qadr (Night of Power).
This historic event provided an
unforgettable cultural and spiritual
experience, with the communal Iftar
embodying the values of equality,
generosity, and togetherness that
define Ramadan.

The evening became a truly iconic
moment for Australia’s multicultural
community, as attendees from
diverse backgrounds came together
to share stories of faith, connection,
and inclusion in a celebration of

unity.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Best wishes to everyone
celebrating the blessings
of Eid. Wishing you, your
family and friends peace,
and happiness.

&

4 ED HUSIC MP

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR CHIFLEY
Office: Shop 41, Plumpton Marketplace, Jersey Rd, Plumpton, 2761
Email: contact@edhusic.com Phone: (02) 9625 4344
www.edhusic.com ggehusic @ @edhusicmp

Authorised by Ed Husic MP, ALP, Shop 41 Plumpton Marketplace, Cnr Hyatts & Jersey Road, Plumpton NSW 2761.

Julia Finn MP

MEMBER FOR GRANVILLE
Parlicmentary Secretary to the Premier
Parligmentary Secretary for the Arts
160 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands

P: 9637 1656

E: Granville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

‘Authorized by Julia Finn MP, Momber for Granville, funded using parli

ADVERTISEMENT

As the holy month of Ramadan comes

to an end | want to thank the Islamic
community for the generosity and charity
they have shown to every Australian during
the month of Ramadan. C

| TONY BURKE MP
MEMBER FORWATSON

* FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WATSON

Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbow! 2196
(02) 9750 9088 tony.burke.mp@aph.gov.au
g @Tony_ Burke ﬁ Tony Burke MP

Authorised by Tony Burke MP, Australian Labc

Wishing you and your family
peace, good health, and prosperity
this Eid-al-Fitr.
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liverpool@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 9602 0040

% Ground Floor,

95 Morthumberland Street,
LIVERPOOL NSW 2170
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Education Minister Jason Clare hosted a dinner

Federal Education Minister Jason Clare recently
hosted a dinner at Hawa Charcoal Chicken
in Granville. for Labor Party members in his
electorate, bringing together key local figures
including Auburn MP Lynda Voltz MP, Clr.
Rachelle Harika - Canterbury Bankstown
Council, and Observer Editor-in-Chief Mamdouh
Sukkarieh The World Observer, among others.

During the event, Minister Clare highlighted
the significant contributions of the Labor Party

. 3 i

to the Australian community, emphasising the
government's commitment to enhancing services
across various sectors, particularly in education,
health, and Medicare.

He also addressed the concerted efforts to manage
inflation, which have led to the Reserve Bank's
decision to cut interest rates, providing relief to
many Australians.

The gathering provided a platform for local Labor
members to discuss their ongoing initiatives

Jason Clare MP

“FMBER FOH BLAXLAND

and strategies focused on enhancing the lives of

constituents.

Minister Clare's remarks emphasized a shared
commitment to fostering a stronger future for
the community through effective governance and
support for essential services.

Additionally,
with Lynda and other members about the

he engaged in discussions

upcoming election and the party's plans
moving forward.

Minister Tony Burke Campaign Launch

3

On Saturday, the 22nd of this month, Minister
Tony Burke MP officially launched his election

campaign for the federal seat of Watson at the
Punchbowl Community Center.

Theeventwasattended by notable figures, including
Minister Jihad Dib MP , Minister Sophie Cotsis ,
Lynda Voltz MP , Anthony D'Adam MLC, Mayor
Bilal El-Hayek - City of Canterbury Bankstown ,

—

deputy Mayor Khodr Saleh , Clr. Rachelle Harika
- Canterbury Bankstown Council, and Chris
Cahill, as well as esteemed members of the ethnic
communities within the Watson electoral district.
The speeches delivered at the event highlighted
Tony Burke's commendable qualities and his
significant contributions to the community on

various important issues.

In his address, Minister Burke acknowledged the

accomplishments of the current Labor government
in areas that matter to citizens. He reaffirmed the
government's ongoing commitment to addressing
key concerns for the Australian people, including
housing, workers' wages, climate change,
education, health care, and the goal of creating a

fairer Australia for all societal segments.
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Jannik Sinner’s doping ban sparks reaction from Nick
Kyrgios, Stan Wawrinka and others in tennis world

The three-month doping ban handed to Jannik
Sinner has been slammed as far too lenient by
many in the tennis world, with Australian Nick
Kyrgios again leading the backlash.

Kyrgios declared on Saturday that "fairness in tennis
does not exist" upon learning of Sinner's settlement
with the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) after
testing positive to banned steroid clostebol.
WADA had originally sought a one-year ban for
Sinner's failed doping tests but the 23-year-old
back-to-back Australian Open champ agreed to
accept a shorter ban, knowing he will be back in
action from May 4 in time to play the next grand
slam, the French Open, which starts at Roland
Garros on May 25.

The decision did not just prompt Kyrgios's wrath,
with the Novak Djokovic-founded Professional
Tennis Players Association (PTPA) citing a "lack
of transparency” in the system, while three-time
grand slam winner Stan Wawrinka posted on
social media: "I don't believe in a clean sport
anymore."

Kyrgios, who has been one of Sinner's most
outspoken critics since the Italian's positive test
came to light last year, continued posting on social
media.

"So he was found guilty — hence the ban. But
didn't get stripped of anything and can play the
French. Sad sad sad day," he wrote on X.
"Obviously Sinner's team have done everything in
their power to just go ahead and take a 3 month
ban, no titles lost, no prize money lost.

"Guilty or not? Sad day for tennis. Fairness in
tennis does not exist."

Kyrgios went on a tear on social media, labelling
the decision "dodgy as", and saying "a lot of players
... are feeling the same way at the moment" on a
"bad day for tennis".

Former top 100 player Liam Broady was clearly
one of those players, pointing out the convenience
of Sinner not missing any slams.

Not only will the 23-year-old will be back in time
to play at Roland Garros, the Italian superstar can
play the Rome Masters from May 7, in the lead-up
to the clay-court grand slam.

Former world number one and 2003 US Open
winner Andy Roddick, who maintained he

believed Sinner never "knowingly cheated",
equated it to a student "getting suspended during
Spring Break".

"You could not have hand-picked a better sweet
spot for Jannik Sinner to take this deal," he said on
his Served podcast.

"Which is either strange or the best coincidence
that's ever happened to the Sinner team.

"The timeline is borderline laughable ... it's almost
impossible how great it is for Sinner," he added.
WADA had challenged last year's decision by
the International Tennis Integrity Agency not to
suspend Sinner for what the ITIA adjudged an
accidental contamination by a banned anabolic
steroid last March.

Sinner's explanation — that clostebol in his doping
sample was due to a massage from a trainer who
used the substance after cutting his own finger —
was accepted.

But the PTPA criticised all the tennis and anti-
doping bodies involved in the decision — the men
and women's tours (ATP and WTA), the grand
slams, the ITIA and WADA.

"The 'system' is not a system. It's a club. Supposed
case-by-case discretion is, in fact, merely cover for
tailored deals, unfair treatment, and inconsistent
rulings. It's not just the different results for
different players. It's the lack of transparency," the
PTPA said on X.

"The lack of process. The lack of consistency. The
lack of credibility in the alphabet soup of agencies
charged with regulating our sports and athletes."
Kyrgios has been vocal about the Sinner case
from the outset, saying back in August when news
broke of the Italian's two failed tests: "You should
be gone for two years. Your performance was
enhanced. Massage cream ... Yeah, nice."

Sinner's huge 3,195-point advantage in the live
ATP rankings could could be eaten into during
his absence as he cannot defend his points from
last year, including his Miami Open title defence,
worth 1,000 points.

He will miss Indian Wells, where he reached
the semifinals, and the clay-court Monte Carlo
Masters and Madrid Open, leaving opportunity
for number two Alexander Zverev and number

three Carlos Alcaraz to cash in.

Chelsea boss gives
glowing support to
Sam Kerr

Sam Kerr will not be disciplined by Chelsea in

the fallout from her court case in London, with
the English clubs manager offering a glowing
testimonial and vote of support for the Australian
captain.

Coach Sonia Bompastor said on Thursday that
she was happy Kerr had been acquitted of causing
racially aggravated harassment of a police officer
and added that her subsequent apology was
“enough” to ensure no further action.

But Bompastor was still unclear when Kerr, who
hasn't played since suffering a bad knee injury at a
training camp 13 months ago, would be ready for
competitive action again for Chelsea.

On Tuesday, Kerr had been cleared after calling
an officer “P***** stupid and white” at the police
station following an incident in Twickenham, with
the 31-year-old Matildas’ skipper apologising after
the court hearing “for expressing myself poorly on
what was a traumatic evening”

Asked about the episode on Thursday, the club’s
French boss Bompastor said: “Sam made a
statement, she apologised for that and I think that
is enough.

“Every man, every woman can make mistakes
and that’s what you learn from and that’s how you
move forward.

“What she was facing last week was hard enough
for her so the only thing we want to do as a club is
support her”

Asked about the verdict, Bompastor said: “Really
happy for her. I think, as you can imagine, it was
a tough week, difficult week for her and for her
family.

Kerr posted pictures on social media on Thursday,
showing herself at training, but Bompastor
admitted: “It’s difficult to give a really precise time
frame for Sam, but we are really happy to have her
back on the pitch with us, with the team.

“She is progressing with her rehab and going in
the right direction, but it’s difficult for me to give a
really precise time frame.

“She’s not fully practising with the team, still being
managed. It’s really individual and every player is
different”
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Dearr Brothers and Sisters

On this joyous occasion of Eid Al-Fitr, | extend my warmest congratulations to
you and your families. May this blessed day bring you happiness, peace, and
countless rewards for your devotion throughout Ramadan.

As we celebrate, | wish to express my deepest gratitude to all our generous
donors, volunteers, and supporters. Your contributions over the past year have
made a profound difference in the lives of thousands worldwide. With your
help, Human Appeal Australia has been able to deliver vital aid, food packs,
medical supplies, and educational support to those most in need.

Over the past months, | had the humbling opportunity to lead relief efforts
across multiple countries, including Syria, witnessing firsthand the struggles
of our brothers and sisters. Thanks to your unwavering generosity, we were
able to bring hope, provide shelter, and extend a helping hand to the most
vulnerable communities.

Human Appeal Australia is steadfast in its mission to deliver vital aid to the
resilient people of Gaza, who are bearing the harsh realities of war, as well as
to communities in Sudan and Yemen in desperate need of support.

Your continuous support is the driving force behind our humanitarian
mission. As we step into the months ahead, let us keep the spirit of giving and
compassion alive beyond Ramadan.

May Allah (SWT) accept your fasts, prayers, and charity, and may He bless
you abundantly. Eid Mubarak!

; Bashar Al-Jamal
' Director
Human Appeal Australia

Bashar/Al Jamal

DirectOr
The Prophet 4 said:
“Whoever helps a
brother in his time
of need, Allah & will
help him in this life &
the next’. Musiim]




~ Local News

2025 ¢ )31 28 | A @I

1] I The World Observer |28h March| 2025

The Hon

Shaoquett
Moselmane

Ll yals 1yl candullg dullall olisl o
) ol dpuiliag
el jhnll e
Wishing everyone

a ‘iHappY_ (Eid

Bayside Coua_rlt._:_!!

B O £

©20i)

AY)gc 92 Aun))
Auwling Wlgi)) Jab gaa)) 90
a2w) o)) ue Jgla
1% 3019 1A Ra03)) wle al) oale)

Cf would [ike to wish the
communitﬂg a very l'mppy_ and

pmccfu[ (Eid

Dream inspires $30 million jackpot
win for Melbourne couple

A Melbourne couple's lives were
changed forever after they won
the $30 million Powerball prize
last night.

They revealed that a dream had
inspired their choice of numbers,
and they held the only Division
One winning entry in Powerball
draw 1502.

"Thad a dream about these numbers
-1, 7,11 and 22. There were other
numbers, but I didn't remember
them all," he told The Lott.

The couple from Point Cook scored
division two 19 times, bolstering
their total win to $30,440,758.20.
The man revealed he had the
numbers in his head and had
written them down on a ticket a few

years ago, hoping they would pay
off.

"Thank you for this call. This is the
best call I've ever had," he said.

"It's come at the perfect time. It
just takes the pressure off. We're
pretty low-key. We'll still go to
work tomorrow. We just want to
enjoy life. We'll speak to a financial
advisor and invest.

"We don't want for much, so this
means we are well and truly set. It's
just amazing!"

Their winning ticket was purchased
online.

The winning numbers in Powerball
draw 1502 were 26, 22, 7, 35, 1, 11
and 25, with the Powerball number
being 3.

Cairns and Toukley men arrested
in global Al-generated child abuse
material investigation

Two Australian men have been
arrested in a global investigation
across 19 countries targeting the
alleged creation and distribution of
Al-generated child abuse material.

A 3l-year-old man from Cairns in
Far North Queensland and a 38-year-
old man from Toukley in New South
Wales's Central Coast were arrested
by Australian Federal Police (AFP).

"Al  technology is
accessible and the AFP's Australian

Centre to Counter Child Exploitation

increasingly

(ACCCE) has witnessed an increase in
Al-generated child abuse material in
the past year," AFP Detective Acting
Superintendent Kurt Wesche said.
Both men, who are not known to each
other, were charged with possessing
child abuse material.

At their separate homes, the AFP
allegedly found child abuse material
on mobile phones and other electronic
devices.

The men were granted bail and will

appear in court at a later date.
More than two dozen arrested across
19 countries
The AFP worked in conjunction with
Danish Police, who led Operation
Cumberland to arrest 25 people.
"The exploitation and abuse of
children is not restricted by borders,
$0 no one country can combat this
threat alone,"

Detective Wesche said.
The operation started after a Danish
national was arrested for allegedly
producing Al-generated child abuse
material and sold it through an online
subscription services.
International  law  enforcement
identified 273 subscribers across
the world and alerted the relevant
authorities.
Wesche  said  the
investigation proved the importance

Detective

of law enforcement working together
across the world to combat this crime

type.
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Insiders reveal what Meghan Markle really
thought of Kate - as she also made jokes
about Prince Harry and William

Meghan Markle made ‘jokes about
Harry having different parents to
William' during her time in the royal
household, insiders have claimed.

In a bombshell new book, due to be
published on February, royal expert
Tom Quinn includes claims of what the
Duchess of Sussex, 43, really thought of
Kate and other senior royals - according
to accounts from former royal servants.
Meghan's time in the royal family was
controversial as she broke traditions
through her love of hugs, was branded
‘Duchess Difficult' for her treatment of
staff, and eventually stepped down as a
senior royal with her husband Prince
Harry in 2020.

And, according to members of staff at
Kensington Palace, Meghan would also
'make jokes' about William and Harry
having different parents - as her husband
was so 'spontaneous and chill' compared
to his 'serious’ older brother.

She was also said to have thought senior
royals ‘behaved like babies' and held the
view that her sister-in-law Kate was a
'goody two shoes'.

In an extract from Yes Maam: The Secret
Life of Royal Servants seen by FEMAIL,
a staffer recalled Meghan asking, ‘Why do
William and Charles sound so serious all
the time?’

They added: ‘She used to make jokes
about Harry not having the same parents
as William, as, she insisted, “Harry isn't
pompous at all. He’s chill”

Meanwhile, a member of the Palace's
communications team added, ‘Meghan
thought Kate was just too eager to please,
too much a goody-two-shoes girl’
Insiders added that, in turn, Kate's view of
Meghan was 'implied rather than spoken'.
They shared that the two women took
very different attitudes to being in the
royal family - as Kate accepted being told
what to do came with the territory.
Meanwhile Meghan wanted to make her
own mark, and be more independent.

A former Kensington Palace staffer
shared: 'Tn many ways it was just the same
as the kind of backbiting gossipy criticism

that Meghan had to put up with, but Kate
is actually a much stronger person than
Meghan in many ways.

‘Some people thought it wasn't strength
but a sort of passivity - that was one of
the bugbears between Meghan and Kate.
Meghan wanted Kate to be feistier and
make her own mark.

‘But what Meghan saw as Kate being
pushed around, Kate saw as an essential
part of being a member of the royal
family.

One member of Meghan’s team recalled
that the Duchess was ‘absolutely charming
- very informal, courteous and warm' and
would always go in for a hug.

They added that that she thought senior
royals 'behaved like babies' as if one got a
'gold pen or new car’, they would all want
one.

The insider said: 'She really disliked the
hierarchy, the rules, many of which do
seem pretty pointless and exist really only
so that the relative status of each senior
royal is protected.

Elsewhere in his book, Quinn refers to
Meghan's 'messiah complex’, which he
claims led her to clash with Palace staff
- but Prince Harry would always rush to
her defence.

A former member of Harry and Meghan's
staff told Quinn: 'T don’t mean that in a
critical way because all her big ideas were
about doing good.

'She once said, "What Diana started I want
to finish," and we took that to mean she
wanted to become a sort of globetrotting
and the
marginalised, the ex-staffer continued,

champion of the poor
referring to Meghan's late mother-in-law,
the Princess of Wales.

Palace staff also highlighted Harry's
‘tendency to defend anything and
everything Meghan does' when his wife
clashed with royal aides

Before Harry met the former Suits actress,
courtiers noted, he had been 'reasonably
happy' and ‘pretty easy-going, and
enjoyed a close relationship with his older
brother Prince William and sister-in-law
Kate.

Model, 30, who has a VERY famous sister
looks effortlessly chic as she attends the
Apple TV+ BAFTA brunch

She's the younger sister of a very
famous star who's taken the worlds
of fashion, film, and music by storm.
Her sister first made her name as
a top model, strutting for major
designers such as Burberry, Tommy
Hilfiger, and Hugo Boss before
landing acting roles in hit films and
a buzzworthy TV drama.

If that wasn't enough, she's also
released music — and her A-list actor
partner regularly joins her on the
front row.

But this 30-year-old beauty isn't just
living in her sister's shadow. She's
no stranger to the spotlight herself,
regularly gracing glamorous events
and fashion parties.

Now, she's proving that style and
success run in the family, turning
heads with her own blossoming
modelling career and impeccable
fashion sense.

So, have you worked it out yet?

It's Immy Waterhouse, the younger
sister of Suki Waterhouse - the star
who wowed fans in Daisy Jones &
The Six and is in a relationship with
Robert Pattinson.

Immy looked effortlessly stylish as
she stepped out at the Apple TV+

BAFTA TV brunch at 180 The
Strand in London on Saturday.

The model turned heads in a beige
pinstripe blazer layered over a long
half buttoned up shirt.

She teamed it with a pair of smart
grey trousers and added inches to
her slender frame with a pair of
black kitten heels.

The star carried her essentials in
a sleek black mini bag and kept
accessories to a minimum.

Paul Mescal and singer girlfriend
Gracie Abrams 'make up' after public
spat last month

Only a month ago, Gladiator II
star Paul Mescal was spotted locked
in a tearful argument with his singer
girlfriend Gracie Abrams before she
stormed out of a trendy restaurant.
But - as our exclusive pictures show
- the young lovers appear to have
kissed and made up.

They were seen embracing on
Thursday night outside the Noel
Coward Theatre
appearance in A Streetcar Named

after Mescal's
Desire, before heading out to a
romantic dinner in Soho.

An onlooker said: Paul came out of
the stage door to say hello to about
100 fansand was signing autographs.

'Gracie was standing on the street
watching on but stayed very much
back, in the shadows, so she was not
noticed.

‘She kept a very low profile.

"Paul then walked back into the

theatre and, after the fans cleared

off, he reappeared. She was waiting
for him and they went round the
corner to hide.

"They were kissing and hugging
before walking off arm-in-arm to
dinner.'
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Thewinners:. .andithe losers:...

The first round will be from July 2026, with those on an average income (about $80,000)
getting a $268 boost, with the second round coming in from July 2027.

After the government’s 2024/25 tax cuts are included, it's estimated taxpayers will be
more than $2500 a year - or about $50 a week - better off overall in 2027/28.

The cuts will cost $17 billion over the next four years, but Chalmers said the first tax
rate would be at its lowest level in more than 50 years.

“These additional tax cuts are modest but will make a difference,” the Treasurer said.
The tax measures are among multiple cost-of-living measures that have been locked in
by the government in a pitch to voters before the federal election, due to be held in May.
Chalmers said the economy was “turning a corner” after previous years of high
inflation, insisting better days were to come despite global uncertainty.

“The plan at the core of this budget is about more than putting the worst behind us. It’s
about seizing the best of what’s ahead of us,” he said.

“We've come a long way, but there’s more work to do. This budget is our plan for a new
generation of prosperity in a new world of uncertainty.

“It’s a plan to help finish the fight against inflation”

The budget comes as Australia and other countries brace for further tarifts imposed by
US President Donald Trump, after he targeted steel and aluminium exports.

A $20 million Buy Australia campaign will be set up in response to the tariff threat,
which will encourage shoppers to buy local products.

The treasurer said the budget was a “platform for prosperity in a world of uncertainty”
Budget Winners

Taxpayers: All taxpayers will get tax cuts in July 2026 and July 2027, taking the average
total to an extra $50 a week after this year’s tax cuts are included.

University students: Students with a HECS debt will have 20 per cent of their loan cut,
wiping $16 billion from all balances.

First-home buyers: The Help to Buy equity scheme, which allows buyers to purchase a
home with a lower deposit, will have caps expanded to make it more accessible.
Workers looking to change jobs: Employees earning less than $175,000 won't be
subjected to non-compete clauses.

Aged care staff: $2.6 billion is set aside in the budget for a pay rise for aged care nurses
Parents: Mums and dads with kids in childcare will save more than $4000 in fees each
year as the government aims to set up universal access.

Beer drinkers: The government will pause indexation of the excise of draught beer for
two years from August

Budget Losers

Supermarkets: The consumer watchdog will get $38.8 million to crack down on
misleading and deceptive practices by major retailers.

Consulting firms: The government will reduce spending on consulting and labour hire
firms by more than $700 million over the next four years.

Business owners: Bosses won't be able to slap non-compete clauses on employees
leaving the workplace as part of a government crackdown.

Foreign property buyers: Foreign buyers will be banned for two years from purchasing
existing homes in Australia, which will kick in from April.

Illegal tobacco traders: More than $156 million will be spent from July to elevate a
crack down on the illegal tobacco trade.

Among the cost-of-living measures already announced were a further $150 in power
bill relief for households and one million small businesses, to be handed out in two lots
of $75 rebates through to December, under an $1.8 billion package.

Health measures have been reiterated through $7.9 billion to expand bulk billing to 90
per cent of GP appointments by 2030, and an extra $644 million to build more urgent
care medical clinics.

Scripts for medicines on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme will also be capped at $25
for non-concession card holders.

The low-income threshold for the Medicare levy has also been lifted by more than
$1200 for singles and about $2700 for families.

Student loans would also be cut by 20 per cent for all three million people with a HECS
debt, which would wipe $16 billion from all balances.

From July, students can also earn more before they would have to repay their remaining
debt, with the threshold rising from just over $54,000 to $67,000.

The budget also included funding for the consumer watchdog to crack down on
misleading conduct by major supermarkets, with more than $38 million set aside.

An extra $240 million will also be spent for states and territories to relax planning laws

to allow more supermarkets to open and increase competition in the sector.

First home-buyers will also be helped through an $800 million expansion of the Help
to Buy scheme, which allows people to purchase a property with a lower deposit.

The government will set aside almost $6 million to enforce a ban of foreign buyers

purchasing a home in Australia for two years, which starts in April.

Socceroos beat China 20-

A desperately poor China vastly improved after the break, with substitute Serginho forcing a
fine save from Mat Ryan
in the match as their campaign Y However, that was China's only shot on target from

.seems destined to peter out into disappointment

Eid Mubarak
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WISHOGISTICSEREES

/ Be safe not sorry

o
0) he irector OIW Jogistics
(Nabel “Issa Wishing you
a ‘Happy Eid Al-fitr
L-'{gg you enjof this time with your _fam i[g and loved ones,

(it St JAAT Silo ) WIS AS 5 310 udwa (yuaty) -3 :
@SSlat g @S (acs ' / '

—— Director

WJS LOGISTICS PTY LTD is Iocate-c]_in |
GREENACRE, NEW SOUTH WALES, Australia and
is part of the Freight Forwarding Services Industry.

I

19 NORTHCOTE RD GREENACRE
NEW SOUTH WALES, 2190 Australia
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