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Wanted

HR truck drivers Immediate start
Permanent full time and part time

Weekdays & weekends
Top dollar
Call Nabil: 0405 711 228
S oibs
HR olials ‘“é.zb.u
298 £l
> ploag Jols al g

£ 52t dalgn OMac g £ gad) Al
wa oaldl NABEL ISSA
0405711228 :Juss & Juoi)  Director

WJS LOGISTICS PTY LTD is located in
GREENACRE, NEW SOUTH WALES, Australia and
is part of the Freight Forwarding Services Industry.

19 NORTHCOTE RD GREENACRE
NEW SOUTH WALES, 2190 Australia
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MECHANICAL REPAIRS & SERVICES

ALL*STAR

MECHANICS

All Mechanical Repairs & Services
All Makes & Models
Pirwe 5hps - Tyres naw & 2nd - Brakos - Brake Discing
Compuier Scanning - Regas AC - Altharised Seal Resirmind Feier
Alpohol Interiock Sendos Cantre
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RO State 0f the Climate rep
m pretictsm ot EXere weather

Overseeing Australias two-yearly direction - hotter, more extreme

report card on the State of the Climate and more unpredictable.
might seem like demoralising work, But reflecting on what it’s like to

with the outlook heading in one compile this report, the Bureau

comes up, sometimes I also think

of Meteorology’s (BOM) manager
of climate monitoring Dr Karl that maybe my job isn’t so difficult,”
Braganza has a surprising response. he says.

“Certainly sobering is a word that Continued page 16

The situation in northern Gaza
‘catastrophic’: WHO chief
- Iy 7. W .

Re-elected Albanese government would
slash HECS-HELP debts by 20 per cent

The World Health Organization military  operations  unfolding
chief has warned of a disastrous around and within healthcare
situation in the north of the war- facilities.”

ravaged Gaza Strip, with “intensive Continued page 7

Student debts would be slashed by
20 per cent under the latest part of

for young Australians.

A university graduate with the

average debt of $27,600 would see
Continued page 7

the federal government’s election
pitch to ease cost of living pressures
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Anthony Albanese issues statement
insisting he ‘did not ever’ call Alan
Joyce for Qantas upgrades

Anthony Albanese has declared he
never ‘called’ former Qantas chief
executive Alan Joyce requesting
upgrades after four days of
scrutiny over their relationship
and travel perks.

The Prime
to insist all his travel has been

Minister continued
appropriately declared after a new
book revealed he received at least 22
flight upgrades for both work and
personal travel — including while
he was transport minister - and
had allegedly directly contacted Mr
Joyce for some of those.

The Opposition demanded Mr
Albanese declare whether he acted
“on behalf of Qantas” during the
Government’s decision last year to
block Qatar Airways’ bid for more
flights into Australia.

A spokesperson for the Prime
Minister said in a statement late on
Wednesday: “The Prime Minister
did not ever call Alan Joyce seeking
an upgrade. All travel has been
appropriately declared and is a
matter of public record”

His office said it checked records
stretching back the 28 vyears he
had been in Parliament out of an
abundance of caution.

Its understood they show travel
arrangements were made by a
range of people, all bookings were
made through the normal Qantas
channels and upgrades were offered

in the same way they are to other

politicians.

The Prime Minister was adamant
he did not communicate at all with
Mr Joyce about his personal travel
plans, other than the two publicity
flights marking Qantas launching
new routes, which he spoke about
on Tuesday.

As scrutiny of the Prime Minister’s
years of accepting flight upgrades
from Qantas carried on for a fourth
day, integrity campaigners called
for all gifts and hospitality for
politicians to be banned outright,
likening it to tobacco donations.
Opposition Leader Peter Dutton
has called for the Prime Minister
to refer himself to the National
Anti-Corruption Commission and
suggested that, in exchange for
the perks, Mr Albanese had acted
in Qantas’ best interests when he
blocked the Qatar Airways bid for
more flights into Australia last year.
Transparency  advocate  Sean
Johnson said the idea of it being
fine for politicians to accept gifts
and other hospitality provided they
disclose them was absurd.
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Australia’s driver’s licence rule
change — and who it’s set to affect

—

Some residents seeking to
convert their overseas-issued
driver’s licences to Australian
ones may soon face additional

requirements.

which
international licences on behalf

Austroads, manages
of the states and territories,
announced earlier this week that
the conversion process would
change from next year.

“The new process has been
designed  with  strengthened
assessment criteria,

clarity

requirements and a focus on a

greater
regarding mandatory

Safe System approach,” Geoff
Allan, Austroads chief executive,
said in a statement.

How does the current system
work?

Currently, under the Recognised
Country Scheme, permanent
residents from certain countries
can convert their driving licences
under specific circumstances.
Ausroads says the scheme
“provides for more streamlined
conversion of licences from
certain countries to Australian
licences, in some cases withoutany
additional testing requirements”.
Individuals with a licence from
a country with “Recognised
Country Status” are exempt from
taking a knowledge and driving/
riding test when applying for
an Australian car or motorcycle
licence.

Countries that do not meet all the
licensing testing requirements are
eligible for Experienced Driver
Recognition status.

Those holding a licence from a
country with Experienced Driver
Recognition status and are over
25 years old “may be issued a
licence

comparable Australian

further

assessment’.

without training or
People who hold licences issued
in other countries, as well as
those who hold licences from
experienced driver countries and
are younger than 25, will need to
do tests.

What is changing?
With the
Experienced Driver Recognition

new changes, the

status will “cease on 30 April
2025 in most Australian states
and territories and nationally in
subsequent months”

As a result, drivers from countries
with Experienced Driver
Recognition status will need to
transition away from the status.
“If an overseas licence holder
does not apply to transition to
an Australian licence before the
Experienced Driver Recognition
Scheme ends, they are likely
to have to undertake further
training and testing before they
can be issued with an Australian
licence,” Allan said.
Ausroads has encouraged
countries in this category to apply
for recognised status.

The countries in this category
are: Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hong Kong, Hungary,
Poland,
Republic of Cyprus, South Korea,

Latvia, Lithuania,
Republic of Serbia, Romania,
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa
and Taiwan.

Visitors in Australia who hold
an overseas license will not be
affected by these changes.

“These changes do not apply to
visitors to Australia who will
continue to be able to drive on
Australian roads if they hold a
valid overseas licence and comply
with all conditions of that licence,”
Allan said.
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Opinion

By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Road safety

-

There has been a recent surge in road accidents,
predominantly attributed to young drivers. This trend
has raised significant concerns among parents, the wider
community, and authorities regarding road safety.

There are several factors that contribute to the high
incidence of road accidents among young drivers:

Lack of Experience: Young drivers often lack the experience
necessarytohandlechallengingdrivingsituationseffectively.
They may not have encountered various road conditions or
learned how to react appropriately in emergencies.

Risky Behavior: Some young drivers engage in risky
behaviors such as speeding, distracted driving (e.g., texting
while driving), driving under the influence of alcohol
or drugs, and not wearing seat belts. These behaviors
significantly increase the likelihood of accidents.

Peer Influence: Peer pressure can also play a role in
encouraging risky driving behaviors among young people.
They may feel pressured to impress their friends or engage
in reckless driving to fit in with their peers.
Overconfidence: Some young drivers may exhibit
overconfidence in their driving abilities, leading them to
take unnecessary risks on the road.

Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach
involving education, enforcement, and community
involvement:

Education: Comprehensive driver education programs
should be implemented to teach young drivers about
the rules of the road, safe driving practices, and the
consequences of risky behavior. These programs should also
emphasize the importance of responsible decision-making
while driving.

Enforcement: Law enforcement agencies should enforce
traffic laws rigorously, particularly targeting behaviors
such as speeding, distracted driving, and driving under the
influence. Strict penalties should be imposed on those who
violate these laws to deter others from engaging in similar
behavior.

Parental Involvement: Parents play a crucial role in shaping
their children’s attitudes and behaviors towards driving.
They should set a positive example by practicing safe driving
habits themselves and actively discussing road safety with
their children.

Community Engagement: Engaging the community in road
safety initiatives can help raise awareness about the issueand
foster a culture of safe driving. This can involve organizing
educational events, promoting safe driving campaigns, and
encouraging community members to report unsafe driving
behavior.

Byaddressingthese factors through education,enforcement,
and community involvement, we can work towards reducing
the number of road accidents involving young drivers and
improving overall road safety for everyone.
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Conservative US commentator Candace
Owens refused entry to Australia ahead
of national speaking tour

Right-wing American
commentator Candace Owens
has been refused entry to
Australia for her upcoming

speaking tour.

Immigration  Minister Tony
Burke confirmed the conservative
online influencer would not be
granted a visa, saying “Australia’s
national interest is best served
when Candace Owens is
somewhere else”.

“From downplaying the impact
of the Holocaust with comments
about [Nazi physician Josef]
Mengele through to claims
that Muslims started slavery,
Candace Owens has the capacity
to incite discord in almost every
direction,” Mr Burke said.
Owens has almost 3 million
subscribers on YouTube, where
she publishes interviews and
political commentary, regularly
sharing conspiracy theories and
criticism of social movements
such as Black Lives Matter.

In July she described stories
about Nazi experiments on
twins in concentration camps
during World War 1II as
“completely absurd” and “bizarre
propaganda’.

Her speaking tour of Australia,
scheduled for November, is
advertised as “provocative” and
appealing to audiences seeking
“alternative viewpoints”.

“Known for her controversial

takes and unwavering stance,

Candace is set to light up stages
across Australia and New
Zealand with her bold and
unfiltered perspectives,” reads a
description on ticketing website
Ticketek.

In an announcement video
posted to her social media
accounts in August, Owens said
Australian audiences would hear
her “discuss everything they do
not want us speaking about”
including “freedom of speech”
and “why Christ really is king”.
Tickets to Candace Owens Live
range from $95 for general
admission, to $1500 for a VIP
package which includes a
pre-show dinner, champagne
reception and a meet and greet
with Owens.

The show includes stops in
Sydney, Perth, Melbourne,
Adelaide and Brisbane.

The Anti-Defamation
Commission, a pro—]ewish
group which campaigned to have
Owen’s visa revoked, said the
immigration minister’s decision
was “a victory for truth”
“Australia has no place for those
who mock the suffering of
genocide survivors and insult
the memories of the 6 million
Jews who perished,” chairman
Dvir Abramovich said.

“This is a line in the sand”
Owens has not yet publicly
responded to the visa refusal and
tour promoter Rocksman has
been contacted for comment.
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Lawyers for journalist Antoinette
Lattouf to argue in court that former
ABC chair Ita Buttrose and David
Anderson were involved in her sacking

(o)

LiSTNR

Antoinette Lattouf’s lawyers will
argue that former ABC chair Ita
Buttrose and outgoing managing
director David Anderson were
either “decision makers or materially
involved” in the journalist’s sacking
during an unfair dismissal case set
for hearing next year.

Ms Lattouf has taken the
broadcaster to the Federal Court
after she was taken off air part way
through a radio presenting stint on
ABC Radio Sydney last year.

The stint ended after she shared
a social media post on the war in
Gaza and she argues she was fired
for expressing a political opinion,
and that race was a factor in the
decision.
Ahead of a
scheduled for February,

five-day hearing
Justice
Darryl Rangiah was today told Ms
Lattouf has filed an affidavit and an
expert report relevant to her claim
for general damages.

Her counsel Philip Boncardo said
the ABC has provided nine affidavits
from “a variety of witnesses who
were either reportedly decision
makers or involved in the decision-
making process”.

The case would turn on the evidence
of relevant decision makers, Mr
Boncardo said, and the ABC had
identified Chris Oliver-Taylor, the
chief content officer, as the “decision
maker”.

“It’s our contention and will be our
contention that Ms Buttrose, the
[then] chair of the ABC, and Mr
Anderson, the managing director,

were either themselves decision
makers or materially involved in
the decision-making process so
that their reasons are also relevant,”
he said.

All witnesses for the ABC likely to
be cross-examined

Mr Boncardo told the judge at
least eight if not all of the ABC’s
witnesses will likely be required for
cross-examination.

Ian Neil SC, representing the ABC,
said the broadcaster would argue
Mr Oliver-Taylor was the decision
maker.

The Fair Work Commission has
previously heard the ABC told
Ms Lattouf she breached the
organisations social media policy
by posting content from Human
Rights Watch on her personal
Instagram account.

The commission rejected the ABC’s
position that her employment was
not terminated because she was
paid for the full five-day stint.

Mr Boncardo today said that
position was “agitated again” in the
Federal Court case.

Referring to the material filed
by the ABC, he said a number of
documents were relevant to what
led to Ms Lattouf’s termination.

He said that included complaints
received by “persons external to the
ABC” who engaged in “what could
perhaps be described as a campaign
against my client”.

In June, mediation was unsuccessful,
which Ms Lattouf described as
“incredibly disheartening”.

Flood victims in NSW Central
‘West to receive $40m housing

Almost two years after Eugowra in
the New South Wales Central West
was engulfed by an inland “tsunami’,
governments have announced a
$40-million housing program for
the region’s flood survivors.

The state and federal government-
funded Resilient Homes Program
is available to home owners in
the Cabonne, Forbes, Parkes and
Lachlan local government areas hit
by the disastrous November 2022
floods.

Residents in Euabalong in the Cobar
shire may also be eligible for the
initiative.

The scheme has three tiers of
assistance:

Buybacks: About 20 homes will be
eligible in Molong, Eugowra and
Parkes.

Resilience measures: These includes
retrofitting, house raising and
rebuilding a more flood-resilient
home with grants between $50,000
and $100,000.
Assessments: A flood

provides advice on how to improve

expert

a home’s ability to withstand floods.

The NSW Reconstruction Authority
has conducted flood mapping to
determine eligibility for each type of

assistance.

The program will take into account
individual  circumstances, and
will seek to prioritise vulnerable
residents.

Reconstruction Authority CEO Mal
Lanyon said the homes most at risk
of significant damage and loss of life
in future floods had been identified
for voluntary buybacks.

“Where the flood mapping, where
the experts, where local knowledge
and where previous flood studies
have indicated people are at the
highest risk, we want to offer the
best opportunity for those people,”
he said.

Scheme ‘too late’ for some

Laurie Jones lives on the banks
of the Mandagery Creek, and his
house has been identified as eligible
for a buyback.

His insurance did not cover storm
water, so he has been fixing his
house out of his own pocket, and
some government grant money,
after 1,200mm of water went
through his home.

Mr Jones, who was born and raised
in Eugowra, said he would not
accept a buyback unless it allowed
him to stay in his community.
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Jury finds Jack Milner not
guilty of sexually assaulting
woman in Newcastle

A District Court jury has found a
man not guilty of sexually assaulting
and choking a woman in an alleyway
near a Newcastle bar.

Jack Milner, 21, had pleaded
not guilty to aggravated sexual
assault occasioning actual bodily
harm alleged to have happened in
November 2022.

He also pleaded not guilty to a
back up charge of assault without
aggravation.

In her opening address, Crown
prosecutor Charisse Hodgeman told
jurors the alleged assault happened
near a brewery and bar venue in an
alleyway off King Street.
The jury heard the
approached Mr Milner and asked to

woman

borrow his shirt after she was denied
entry to the Finnegans nightclub in
Darby Street.

When cross examining the woman
last week, defence barrister Margaret
Cunneen SC said the woman was
the one who initiated contact with
her client.

“You grabbed him, hugged him,
kissed him on the mouth,” she put
to the woman.

“No,” she replied. “I wasn't talking to
him, he was speaking to me”

Ms Cunneen said there was no rape
and the woman had “made up this
false complaint against Mr Milner”,
fearing she would be in trouble for
trespassing.

The court heard the woman had
tried back doors near the alleyway
in a bid to get into the nightclub to
which she had been refused entry.
Verdict in 90 minutes

The jury took less than an hour and
a half to find Mr Milner not guilty of
all charges.

Mr Milner’s mother sat in the front
row of the public gallery and sobbed
as the verdicts were read out.

She then hugged her husband as she
wiped away tears.

She stretched out her arms
and embraced her son, crying
uncontrollably, after he was released
from the dock.
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New poll says voters want housing
supply over negative gearing changes,
as Labor backs off reform

Polling by a Labor-linked firm
shows less than half of voters
back the
negative gearing, as the federal

idea of restricting

government gives its strongest
indication it will not attempt to
reform the policy.

A survey of 1,000 people
conducted by the firm Talbot
Mills, which has
done work for federal Labor
and NZ Labour, shows there
is fair support for changes to

previously

negative gearing and the capital
gains tax discount, which can in
combination give a substantial
tax benefit to property investors.
But both ideas were less popular
than policies to release more land
for development and to give more
money to first home buyers.
Asked their views on a range of
measures to “address housing
affordability;” roughly half of the
respondents favoured a “limit” on
negative gearing, with a quarter
opposed and a quarter unsure.
Halving the capital gains tax from
50 per cent to 25 per cent, which
Labor also proposed in previous
elections, was popular with 57
per cent of voters and opposed by
22 per cent.
Encouraging local and state
governments to release more land
for development was favoured
by 68 per cent of voters and first
home buyer support favoured by
73 per cent.

“While still not far off achieving
majority

support,  limiting

negative gearing appears to
be a somewhat less appealing
approach,” David Talbot of Talbot
Mills said.

“There’s a

to address the supply issues

strong  appetite

constraining the housing market.”

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese and Treasurer Jim
Chalmers last month left the
door open to revisiting the tax
reform rejected by voters in 2016
and 2019, after Nine newspapers
reported the Treasury had been
asked to draft options.

But within days the PM was
talking down the idea by saying
it would not help to boost supply,
which is Labor’s core housing
policy focus, and by late last
week Treasurer Jim Chalmers
was saying the same.

“One of the reasons were not
going down the path of ...
abolishing negative gearing or
abolishing the capital gains tax
discount, is because we haven't
been convinced that it would
have positive consequences for
supply;” he said on Thursday.
Labor has embraced a supply-
side housing policy over its
term in government, leading
a federation-wide effort to build
more houses which has seen state
Labor governments in Victoria
and NSW bite off ambitious
planning reforms.

But the wording of the polling

question, which refers to
“releasing more land for
development,” may also

encourage the Coalition, after
it last week launched a supply
policy focused on "greenfield"
urban expansion rather than
higher density "infill" in existing
suburbs.

While housing economists such
as Peter Tulip and Brendan
Coates say it is unlikely the
housing crisis could be solved
without at least some infill, the
objections of locals loom as an

obstacle to that approach.
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AABC Australian Arab Business Council
Monthly Dinner: A Night of Insight and

The Australian Arab Business
Council (AABC) hosted its monthly

dinner event, drawing a notable

crowd eager tohear from thismonth’s
guest speaker, Mr. Mohamed Hage
OAM. His presentation covered
current global financial challenges,
investment trends, and the evolving
landscape of business, sparking
engaging discussions and praise
from attendees.

The event, held in a welcoming
atmosphere, provided members
with valuable insights into today’s
business  environment. = Each

AABC gathering fosters stronger

Trayy bess tan
Arpumudate
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connections, expanding networks,
and offers guidance for those
navigating  shifting  economic
conditions.

AABC monthly events become
increasingly = popular,  bringing

together business leaders and
community members who share a
commitment to building a resilient
and interconnected professional
community.

Mark your calendars for next
month’s dinner on November
13th, 2024—an opportunity for
more valuable conversations and

networking.

AiiMS Celebrates Grand Opening of New

Headquarters i
. B I

in

AiiMS, the
digital marketing industry, recently

a leading name

celebrated the grand opening of its
new headquarters at 39 Gould Street,
Strathfield South.

The event was a success, attracting
a large gathering of customers, The
World Observer Editor Dr Mamdouh
Sukkarieh,
politicians,

politicians, friends,

community  leaders,
businessmen, and representatives from
the social media.

The founders of AiiMS, Kynan Albassit,
Janty Ayoub Mohammed, and Fahd
Mercy, warmly welcomed the attendees
and expressed their gratitude to their
customers for their continued support.
They reflected on the company’s
impressive journey, from its humble
beginnings to becoming one of the most
recognized brands in digital marketing
across Australia and New Zealand.

n Strathfield South
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Founded in 2010 by five elite digital
AiiMS  has

significantly over the years.

performers, grown
Today, the company boasts a team
of over 60 experts with a combined
250 years of experience in digital
marketing. The founders emphasized
that this vast pool of talent enables
AiiMS  to
excellence in all areas of digital

consistently  deliver

marketing, including Google Ads,
SEO, social media, video production,
and more.

Guests enjoyed a day filled with good
vibes, delicious food, and an exclusive
tour of the state-of-the-art new office
space. The event marked a significant
milestone for AiiMS as they continue
to push boundaries in the digital
marketing  industry,  delivering
innovative solutions and outstanding

results for their clients.




O The World Observer | 3 November | 2024

— Qpinion

By Natalie Sukkarieh
@060

My Favourite Stranger

You are my favourite stranger.

I know you so well it puts me in danger.
And as time goes by,

I look into the sky,

And see god’s painter.

Do you see the art too?

It gives me memories of you.
The colours raining blue,

I1l be waiting for your cue.

You are my favourite stranger.

I know your favourite colour,
And I know you like no other,
But when our paths cross,
Our souls, oh how they suffer.

I don’t know you,

And you don’'t know me.
Others watching by,
This is all they see.

But I do know you,

And you do know me.
This strangeness of ours,
How could it be?

Playing a part,

Oh how it tears us apart.

If only I could go back to start,

And feed the memories in my heart.

We once weren't strangers,

You and I,

You were like my favourite pie.

A pie that grew wings and learnt to fly.

So fly away you did,

And down my soul must sit,

As when I see you it would fit,

That I name you my favourite stranger.
Isn’t that what they call it?
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The situation...

“The situation in northern Gaza is catastrophic,” Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on X,
warning that “a critical shortage of medical supplies, compounded by severely limited access,
are depriving people of life-saving care”

He pointed in particular to the situation at Kamal Adwan, northern Gazas last functioning
hospital, which was stormed by Israeli forces on Friday, according to Gaza’s Health Ministry.
The ministry charged that the raid on the facility in the Jabalia camp, where Israel launched
a significant operation earlier this month, left two children dead.

It accused the Israeli forces of detaining hundreds of staff, patients, and displaced people
during the raid.

Tedros said on Saturday that the Gaza Health Ministry had informed WHO, which had
temporarily lost contact with its staff at the hospital amid the chaos, that the siege had ended.
“But it came at a heavy cost,” he said.

Late Friday, WHO said three health workers and another employee were injured in the
assault and that dozens of health workers were detained at the hospital, where around 600
patients, health workers, and others were sheltering.

“Following the detention of 44 male staff members, only female staff, the hospital director,
and one male doctor are left to care for nearly 200 patients in desperate need of medical
attention,” Tedros said on Saturday.

“Reports of the hospital facilities and medical supplies being damaged or destroyed during
the siege are deplorable,” he said.

Tedros lamented that “the whole health system in Gaza has been under attack for over a year”
since Hamas” Oct. 7 attacks inside Israel last year sparked the war.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign has killed 42,924 people in Gaza, the majority civilians, according
to figures from the Hamas-run territory’s health ministry which the United Nations considers
reliable.

“WHO cannot stress loudly enough that hospitals must be shielded from conflict at all times,”
Tedros said, stressing that “any attack of healthcare facilities is a violation of international
humanitarian law”.

“The only path to safeguarding what remains of Gaza’s collapsing health care system is an
immediate and unconditional ceasefire.”

Re-elected Albanese...

about $5,520 wiped from their outstanding loan next year under a re-elected Albanese
government.

The waiving of fees follows Saturday’s commitment to reduce the amount graduates have to
repay each year and allow them to earn more before having to pay down debt. The whole
package would cost the budget more than $500 million.

The government has argued the changes would not be inflationary as the debt reduction
would occur over a long period.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said it would equate to a $16 billion cut in debt on
accounts as at June 1, next year.

“This will help everyone with a student debt right now, whilst we work hard to deliver a better
deal for every student in the years ahead,” he said.

“Our whole nation benefits when we make it easier for people to access education.

“This is about opening the doors of opportunity — and widening them.

“No matter where you live or how much your parents earn — we will work to ensure the
doors of opportunity are open for you?”

Mr Albanese will unveil the full details at a campaign rally in Adelaide on Sunday.

Longer loan, larger end cost?

The government has framed the policy — which, coupled with other already announced
changes would cut almost $20 billion in student debt — as a cost of living relief that would go
some way to tackling intergenerational inequality.

It would also be expected to contribute to the government’s target of 80 per cent of Australians
having achieved a TAFE or university qualification.

But, paying less off a loan a year would extend the life of the loan, meaning the sum would
grow larger.

A senior source told ABC News that would leave some graduates with a $20,000 debt with
an interest bill double that.

The opposition has criticised Saturday’s announcement, arguing it risked signing up younger
Australians to a lifetime of debt.

Shadow Education Minister Sarah Henderson said it would cost someone with an average
loan an extra $4,000.

“The government must come clean on how much more this will cost 3 million Australians
with a student loan,” she said.

Education Minister Jason Clare on Saturday responded to questions about the proposal,
including if it would increase the end price of a loan.

“That’s not necessarily the case. It's not the advice we've been given,” he said.
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Heritage Rugby

Heritage Rugby League hosted a special event
on Wednesday, October 9th, 2024, to officially
launch the 2024 season and announce key new
funding. Known for its annual multicultural
rugby league tournaments, the organization
works with 27
promote competition, cultivate role models,

diverse communities to

and unite people through sport.

The event took place at the NSWRL Centre of
Excellence in Sydney Olympic Park and was
attended by prominent figures including NSW
Government Minister Steve Kamper, Heritage
NSW CEO Javed Hamidi, NSWRL Head
of Community Peter Clarke, CulturalPulse
Founder Patrick Skene and the editor of the
World Observer Mamdouh Sukkarieh.
Representatives from various community

groups, media outlets, leaders, coaches, and

a large number of players also gathered for
the occasion. The event featured cultural
adding to the
celebration of the new season and reinforcing

performances, vibrant
the community’s involvement through rugby
league.

In his speech, Minister Steve Kamper

emphasised the government’s ongoing support
for Heritage Rugby League, highlighting
its value in encouraging young people to
connect, share experiences, and learn about
different cultures in Australia’s multicultural
society. He also reaffirmed the commitment
to strengthening community ties through
sport, leadership, and cultural inclusion.

The fire burns deep in every one of us. It’s
more than just a game—it's about DRIVE,
PRIDE, and the HOPE of a powerful future.
Syria Rugby League is built on strength in

unity and power in heritage.

We play for something bigger. We play for our
people. We play to WIN.
Join us on this journey. This is where we come

together, where we fight together, and where
we RISE together!

As a united force, we’ll continue to grow,
learn, and make rugby league history in Syria.
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OMD HOSTS MULTICULTURAL MEDIA OPEN DAY

RJS Aluminium

SYDNEY’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF
ALUMINIUM WINDOWS AND DOORS
FOR DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
APPLICATIONS.

At RJS Aluminium, utility and style combine,
resulting in high quality wind and doors
which provide optimum secur: ilst also
enhancing the appearance of your house or
building.

Manufacturing to meet your unique
specifications and aesthetic preference,

RJS Aluminium guarantees quality
workmanship across all products within our
extensive range.

RJS Aluminium have custom designed

and manufactured products for a range
including EDO

ject by award winning architects Stanisi

of outstanding p:

sociates, Luxury Residential Unit SOHC
Apartments and Cote d’ Azur Apartments.

RJS Aluminium Proudly Offer

Free, no obligation, over the phone quotes
Quality assurance

Special sizes made to measure

Installation by a qualified RJS Aluminium
installer

Courteous service

Our dedicated staff, led by Robert Sarkis, will
ily st you throughout every stage of
om selecting the right styles and

colours through to completion.

IN SYDNEY_

e

ALUMINIUM

5 Cottam Avenue
Bankstown NSW 2200

(02) 9796 1944
(02) 9796 1944
enqguiries@rjsaluminium.com.au

sales@rjsaluminium.com.au

Charbel Tadros
On Wednesday, August 28, the vibrant
offices of the media network OMD in South

Eveleigh became the epicentre of a dynamic

multicultural gathering. OMD, a leading global
media communications agency, played host
to its much-anticipated Multicultural Media
Open Day, welcoming around twenty ethnic
media platforms, including newspapers and
radio stations, to showcase their services and
engage with OMD’s diverse departments.

The event was a significant initiative by
OMD to foster greater collaboration and
understanding between the media network
and the various ethnic media outlets.
Attendees represented a wide array of cultural
backgrounds, highlighting the rich tapestry
of Sydney’s multicultural community. This
open day provided a unique opportunity for
ethnic media representatives to present their
platforms, share insights, and explore potential
synergies with OMD’s various teams.

As the day commenced, each ethnic media
outlet was given a booth to introduce their
services, explain their audience reach, and
discuss the specific needs and interests of
their communities. This presentation session
was instrumental in shedding light on the
vital role ethnic media plays in disseminating
information, promoting cultural heritage,
and connecting with diverse audiences across
Sydney and beyond.

Following the presentations, the atmosphere
buzzed with energy duringavibrant networking
session. Representatives from the ethnic media
outlets mingled with OMD’s team members,
engaging in meaningful conversations about
potential collaborations, shared goals, and
future projects. This informal setting allowed
for a more personal and in-depth exchange of
ideas, fostering stronger relationships and a
deeper mutual understanding.
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The highest prize money payouts in tennis

Historic record

There is a lot of money in tennis, especially for
tournament winners. Jannik Sinner has most
recently earned the highest prize money payout
in the history of the sport, earning a whopping $9
million! Let’s take a look at some of the highest-
paying tournaments and their prize money.

Sweet revenge

The Italian star avenged his previous loss to Carlos
Alcaraz at the Six Kings Slam in Saudi Arabia,
with a hard-fought victory: 6-7, 6-3, and 6-3.

Pay gaps

Just in 2023, the U.S. Open alone allocated a
total payout of $3 million to each singles winner,
however, if we compare it to the 2023 Winston-
Salem Open (ATP 250), singles winners take
home around $104,000 .

Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters

Regarded as one of the top three ATP Masters
1000 tournaments (clay), the prestigious tennis
tournament takes place at Monte Carlo Country
Club. “For 2024, the total prize money stands at
$6.5 million [small increase of 2.96% vs. last year]
leaving winners the chance to bring on €920k in
prize money, reports Perfect Tennis.

Madrid Open

There’s a similar payout for the Madrid Open,
another ATP Masters 1000 tournament, earning
finalists just under a million.

Cincinnati Open
Another prestigious is the Cincinnati Open, held
in the United States. The 2025 winner is set to
receive a total of $1 million, while runners-up can
take home $580k .

Miami Open

A similar payout has been confirmed for the 2025
Miami Open. The winner will receive a total price
of $1 million, while runners-up can take home
$580k .

BNP Paribas Open

Often regarded as the fifth Grand Slam, the BNP
Paribas Open is another lucrative stop for players
on the tour. Tournament winners will secure a
$1.2 million check, and runners-up receive just
over half that amount. Runners-up prize money
has increased by 11.68% since 2023.

ATP Finals

The ATP Finals, held in Turin’s Inalpi Arena, is
another highly contested tournament on the tour
with a decent payout, around $2.2 million for the
final winner.

Australian Open
The Australian Open offers players a $3 (€2.7/£2.3)

million payout for winning the tournament

(singles), while runners-up can bag $1.7 million,

according to Sportico.

French Open

The French Open is regarded as one of the top
5 playing grounds in tennis, where some of the
best players in the world face off for a big payout.
Winners can bag $2.5 million. Most of the
prize money increase has been allocated to the
qualifying stages.

Better distribution
Losers in the first round of qualifying will take
home $20,00), a 25% increase compared to a year

ago, reports Perfect Tennis.

Wimbledon

The 2025 Wimbledon Championship has a new
record prize money fund, as players will compete
for a share of the $50 (€46/£38) million. The
champion will take a $2.8 million check, 14%

more than what Carlos Alcaraz snatched in 2023,

according to Sportico.

U.S. Open

The U.S. Open still remains one of the highest-
paying tournaments in the world. For the 2025
prize pool, winners of the men’s and women’s
singles will earn somewhere around $3.7 million.
A 20% increase from 2023, according to CBS
News.
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The 60 most beautiful cars ever made

We now have more than 120 years’
worth of cars to enjoy now — some
memorably ugly ones too - and that,
very obviously, makes it ever harder
for new models to break into this list
which we produce every few years.

We note the year the car was first
introduced, and wherever possible

use our own exclusive

Jaguar XJ220

It looks a little long of body these
days - perhaps it always did - but the
XJ220 remains a swoopily arresting
machine, besides carrying the
unmistakable contours of a Jaguar.

2021 Lamborghini Sian FKP 37
Lamborghinis are about drama of
shape and motion, and the Sian
delivers both by the container-load.
As it should given its seven-digit
price. Cuts, curves, slots, hexagons,
blades, grilles and fins litter this
design, yet it coheres with surprising
elegance.

2008 Dodge Challenger

A particularly accomplished
reimagining of the 1969-74 original,
to the point of arguably being the
better-looking car. The rightness of
the design has allowed it a 13 year life,
and counting.

2003 Lamborghini Gallardo

The2001 V12 Murcielago modernized
Lamborghinis look, but it was the
Gallardo that realized the new
form language to most satisfyingly
handsome effect. That its crisp lines
differentiated it from Ferraris was
another bonus.

BMW i8

BMW’s boldest car yet, exploiting
the package of its plug-in hybrid
drivetrain,  introducing  fresh
sculptural shapes, unusual two-tone
detailing and the drama of dihedral
doors.

2020 Ferrari Roma

There are several front-engine
Ferraris of the 1960s in this list,
and it’s Ferraris of this era that the
Roma evokes with its long bonnet
and fastback-tail. But it also presents
spare, clean sculpted, big-wheeled
modernity. It’s Ferrari’s prettiest car.

Alfa Romeo 1750 Zagato
The perfectly realised pre-war sports
car. What made it right then - the

long bonnet, short tail masses, the

stance, the face created grille and

lights — are just as relevant today.

1953 Porsche 356 Speedster

Its almost toy-like, its easily seen
steering wheel begging you to drive
it. The Speedster’s soap-smooth
contours are uniquely distinctive,
besides evolving into another
beautiful car: the 911.

1998 Audi TT

Clean-sculpted to the point of
utilitarianism, the original TT
combined modernity with an
irresistible flavour of avant garde
1930s design, a theme abandoned in
subsequent generations.

1963 Mercedes-Benz 230SL

Is the car still the moment of peak
elegance for a post-war Mercedes?
Its just-so body appears simple of
line and lightly decorated with that
minimalist grille, those bowl capped
headlights and the perfect hardtop.

1967 Alfa Romeo T33 Stradale
Launching this 2.0 V8, mid-engine
race-based beauty a year after the
Miura shouldn’t fail, but the Stradale
cost over 25percent more than the
Lambo, and just 18 were made.

1968 Dodge Charger R/T

A quintessential ‘60s muscle car,
but one of finesse, from the clean-
flanked Coke bottle waist to the sleek,
fat-pillared fastback and hidden
headlamps, the Richard Sia-designed
Charger is a handsome legend.

1960 Ferrari California SWB

An exquisite blend of subtle, shapely
lines and hints of potency from the
air scooped bonnet, the front wing air
extractors and the faired headlights.

2011 Lamborghini Aventador

For noisily eruptive spectacle
the Aventador is hard to top. Yet
there’s real beauty in the shape and
proportions of its dipping glasshouse,
short bonnet, arcing roof and
long tail, the visual draw of it all
heightened by those blade-sharp bone
lines. PICTURE: 2015 Aventador SV

2017 Bugatti Chiron

The dramatic arc of its lateral air
intakes are the visual signature of a
hugely fast car that gobbles air like
a jet. The Chiron’s softly contoured
curves belie its potency and yield a

shape of unexpected elegance.
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Harriet lost $1.6m to a scam. She wants banks to ‘bear the consequences’

Australians rely on their banks to keep their money
safe — but scam victims say not enough is being
done to ensure financial institutions protect their
customers.

It took one phone call for Harriet Spring
to lose the proceeds of her mothers largest
asset — their $1.6 million family home.
In February, following its sale, Spring wanted to
deposit the money “safely”. Thinking she was talking
to her bank, cybercriminals advised her to make a
fixed-term deposit via teletransfer from her 95-year-
old mother’s bank into a holding account.

(TMB),
authorised the transfer without checking if the

Her mother’s bank, Teachers Mutual

receiving account number was in her name or her
mother’.

Instead, she claims the money flowed to ten different
scam accounts. Six months later, TMB has denied
any liability and she has only recovered $232 of the
original amount. Spring’s mother has since died.
Spring said unless banks feel the consequences of
these losses, they won't do much to prevent them.
“They have no skin in the game. It’s a moral hazard
argument. If you don’t bear the consequences of the
impact of a crime, you won't do anything to prevent
it,” she told reporters on Tuesday.

Over 600,000 scam reports were filed nationwide
last year, according to the latest Target Scams report
by the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission.

David Pocock critical of governments scam
prevention measures

Last week, the federal government proposed
legislation to establish a Scams Prevention
Framework

, with obligations for businesses to prevent, detect,
report, disrupt, and respond to scams.

In practice under the code, banks will have to do
more to confirm the identity of payees before they
allow money to be transferred to them.

Assistant Treasurer Stephen Jones claims this will put
the onus back on businesses to protect Australians
from scam losses, which totalled $2.74 billion in 2023.
However, victims and advocacy groups say the
legislation does not go far enough, as they call for a
compulsory reimbursement model.

Independent senator David Pocock welcomes the
initial steps but urges the government to act with
urgency to hold banks accountable.

“You read through and talk to people whove been
scammed and often they’re going to the banks and
getting very little assistance,” he said.

“Or if they’re going to a bank where their money’s
been transferred, it’s, ‘Oh, youre not a customer.
I can’t even deal with you! And in that time, the
money’s gone. It’s not good enough”

Instead, he
reimbursement model

proposes Australia legislate a
similar to world-first laws introduced by the UK last
year.

It has set out minimum standards to reimburse
victims of fraud, incentivising banks to drive down
losses and increase investment in detection and

prevention.

$50m fines: The plan to make Australia the
‘toughest target’ for scammers

Social media giants, banks and phone companies
could be fined up to $50 million if they fail to

protect Australians from scams, under new laws

proposed by the government.

Banks, telecommunication companies, and tech
giants such as Facebook will need to show they’re
working to prevent and protect their customers
from being scammed or face hefty fines.
Businesses failing to combat scammers will face
penalties of up to $50 million under draft new laws
announced by the federal government on Friday.
Over 600,000 scam reports were filed nationwide
last year, according to the latest Target Scams
report by the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC).

Assistant Treasurer Stephen Jones said the new
mandatory codes will put the onus back on
businesses to protect Australians from losses,
which

totalled $2.74 billion in 2023.

“The Albanese Government is working to make
Australia the toughest target in the world for
scammers, he said on Friday.

“New obligations on all of them to ensure that
they’re preventing, disrupting, reporting and
. Which will
ensure theyre doing more to keep their customers

taking the fight up to scammers ..

safe”

Government to introduce Scams Prevention
Framework

The federal government wants to establish a
Scams Prevention Framework, which will set
out obligations for businesses to prevent, detect,
report, disrupt, and respond to scams.

In practice under the code, banks will have to do
more to confirm the identity of payees before they
allow them to transfer money out.
Telecommunication companies will be forced to

crack down on scam messages and phone calls.

The government said the framework signals a
shift in approach and means companies need to
be accountable for scams that occur across their
businesses.

Companies may be forced to compensate victims.
Jones said tech giants such as Google, Tiktok
and Facebook weren't doing “enough to keep
their networks safe”, with fake material “robbing
Australians of billions”.

“There’ll be new obligations on social media
platforms in the codes of practice to ensure that
they’re confirming the identity of the people
who are advertising on those platforms to ensure
that the criminals don’t have an easy means of
publishing their fake investment materials,” he
said.

The government will establish an independent
tribunal for victims of scams to seek compensation
and make the process of money retrieval easier for
Australians.

Jones said the ACCC will have extensive new
powers under the laws to “ensure they’re keeping
the system safe and going after businesses who do
the wrong thing”

The Australian Banking Association (ABA)
welcomed the move.

“Australia has made progress, with scam losses
falling, however holding all parts of the scams
chain to account is the only way to properly
protect the community; ABA CEO Anna Bligh
said in a statement.

“These codes must address the core problem of
people being exposed to scams in the first place.
That means ensuring telcos and the social media
platforms have strong protections in place to stop
scams reaching Australians.”

The legislation is now open for public consultation,
with the government hoping to pass the laws early

next year.
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Incredible Celebrity Transformations: Before-And-After Pics

Often, for the sake of career, celebrities change beyond recognition. We have
collected for you the most impressive “before and after” photos of the stars

that benefited them.

Rebel Wilson

The popular actress have lost
more than 40 kilograms. This is an
impressive transformation.

Adele

To lose weight, Adele has
completely changed her lifestyle.
She’s adopting a strict diet and
works with a personal trainer.

Megan Fox

The actress corrected the shape of
her nose, cheekbones and chin.
Also, surgeons enlarged her breasts
and lips.

Kim Kardashian
The celebrity had rhinoplasty,
enlarged buttocks and breasts.

Lady Gaga
The plastic surgeons did an
excellent job on the singer.

Kylie Jenner
It's hard to believe that this is the
same person. Dizzying changes.

Bella Hadid

The most famous supermodel
of our time had rhinoplasty and
blepharoplasty, enlarged lips and
sculpt the face oval.

Scarlett Johansson

The  stunning actress had
a rhinoplasty and a breast
augmentation.

Angelina Jolie

The actress denies plastic surgery,
but the surgeons definitely
corrected her cheekbones.

Christina Aguilera

To lose weight, the singer
experimented with diets and
exercised a lot.

Nicole Kidman’s most shocking sex

scenes... as star is set to push the limit

Nicole Kidmanis no stranger
to eyebrow-raising sex scenes, with
the actress stripping off for a racy
encounter during her breakout
role in 1989’ Dead Calm.

But the Hollywood favorite, 57,
is set to take things further than
ever before in her ‘liberating’ new
movie, Babygirl, opposite 28-year-
old Harris Dickinson.

Kidman, who is married to country
star Keith Urban, plays a high-
powered married company boss
who falls for a kinky young intern

in erotic new film Babygirl

in the erotic film, for which she has
already received critical acclaim.
Earlier this week she revealed
intimate scenes with Dickinson
and Antonio Banderas, 64, who
plays her husband Jacob, often
became so overwhelming that she
had to ask for filming to pause as
she had ‘orgasm burnout’
Aheadofthemovie’s Christmas Day
release, DailyMail.com looks
back at Kidman’s most boundary-
pushing lovemaking scenes to
date.
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In our photo article, we have gathered the 10 most beautiful celebrities
of our time, who not only captivate with their talent but also impress with
their natural beauty. Among them are icons of Hollywood cinema, talented
musicians, and unparalleled models who set the standards of aesthetics in our
era. Welcome to the world of elegance and charm of outstanding personalities
who conquer millions of hearts with their unique charm.

Megan Fox

Hollywood icon Megan Fox
impresses not only with her
natural beauty but also with her
high intelligence. Known for her
strong presence in action-packed
films, she is also actively involved
in charitable projects.

Emily Ratajkowski

In addition to being a recognized
model, Emily Ratajkowski has
amazed the world with her
writing and acting career. The
author of the bestseller “My Body”
addresses important topics related
to body positivity and female
empowerment.

Scarlett Johansson

Scarlett Johansson is not just
a talented actress but also a
captivating philanthropist. Her
contributions to humanitarian
organizations and support for
various charitable initiatives make
her beautiful not only on the
outside but also from the heart.

Taylor Swift

Popular singer and songwriter
Taylor Swift, in addition to her
outstanding  musical  career,
impresses with her philanthropy.
As an advocate for women’s rights
and activist, she makes significant
contributions to the development
of public organizations and the
fight for equality.

Kendall Jenner

Model and social media personality

Kendall Jenner not only impresses Y
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Elizabeth Debicki

Recognized  actress  Elizabeth
Debicki impresses with her
elegance and unconventional
approach to choosing roles. Her
striking appearance and talent
make her a prominent figure in the
world of cinema.

Bella Hadid

Recognized supermodel Bella
Hadid also draws attention with
her active involvement in ecology
and social issues projects. She is a
voice for the younger generation
advocating for sustainability and
justice.

Gal Gadot

“Wonder Woman” star Gal Gadot
impresses with her grace and
generosity. Beyond the movie
screens, she advocates for women’s
rights and supports projects aimed
at improving the lives of children
worldwide.

Blake Lively

Blake Lively impresses not only
with her acting skills but also with
her creative approach to fashion.
Often playing the role of a stylist
and designer, she makes the world
around her brighter and more
creative.

Alexandra Daddario

Known for her acting career,
Alexandra  Daddario  actively
supports initiatives in
environmental conservation and
animal rights. Her efforts are
directed towards creating a better
world for all.
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Most Attractive Women Of Our Time
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The report has a clear message — the world is sick, it's addicted to fossil fuels
and the only way to bring the temperature down is to get off them.

“I'm a bit like a doctor and I just have to say, ‘hey, this is what’s going on ...
You need to get to net zero as quickly as possible,” Dr Braganza says.

“That’s a little bit like telling someone whos got a large drinking habit or
smoking habit, ‘you need to quit that as soon as possible.”

Just like a patient with a drinking problem some of the damage is already
baked in, with the report outlining that projected warming up to 2040 is
largely determined by greenhouses gases that have already been emitted.

“It means that climate change and the rate of change in particular is probably
holding some surprises in terms of the impacts that it has across Australia,”
Dr Braganza says.

But by kicking our habit of producing dangerous greenhouse gases as quickly
as possible, the damage can start to be repaired.

“Obviously making that change is really hard. It can’t just happen overnight,”
Dr Braganza says.

“It involves the economic system, the social system, the engineering systems.
“We're grappling with how do we reduce to net zero as quickly as possible”
There’s a predictability to reports documenting the increase in global
temperatures in line with greenhouse gas emissions, making them depressing
reading.

But there is one figure that has surprised scientists over the past two years,
according to Dr Braganza.

“The increase in ocean temperatures has been something really significant for
the climate science community;” he says.

“There are changes that are many standard deviations above the mean over
the last couple of years.”

Dr Braganza says high ocean temperatures are having flow-on effects across
the climate system.

What do the numbers mean for our weather?

The State of the Climate 2024 states that Australia’s climate has warmed by
1.51 degrees since 1910, while sea surface temperatures have increased by an
average of 1.08 degrees since 1900.

The report shows we are already living in a ‘new climate’ with increased
frequency of extreme heat events over land and oceans, longer fire seasons,
more intense heavy rainfall and sea level rise.

It also unpacks what the weather of our future will look like as warming
increases.

Heat extremes

While the average temperature has increased in Australia and globally, so too
has the frequency of extreme heat events.

2019 remains Australia’s warmest year on record, while eight of the nine
warmest years on record have occurred since 2013.

The report warns extreme heat has caused more deaths in Australia than any
other natural hazard and has major impacts on ecosystems and infrastructure.
The report found that there were fewer heat extremes from 2020 to 2023,
thanks to La Nifia conditions, but the numbers were still high when compared
to the years prior to 2000.

“Largely, that variability is driven by rainfall,” Dr Braganza explains.

“Wet periods in Australia tend to have less extreme heat days and dry periods
and drought periods tend to have more”

But the overall trend is stark.

“The rate of change in this graph also points to how rapidly our climate system
is changing,” Dr Braganza says.

“That really means that the climate of the 1980s and the 1990s is very different
to the climate that we're experiencing today.”

Shifting currents

Climate research manager at the CSIRO Dr Jaclyn Brown says warming
oceans are also impacting the patterns of ocean currents.

For example, the East Australian Current now extends further south, creating
an area of more rapid warming in the Tasman Sea, where the warming rate is
now twice the global average.

But it’s also leading to feedback loops that scientists don’t fully understand.
“The East Australian Current is shifting further south because of changes to

the winds and the winds change because of changes to the surface temperature

of the ocean,” Dr Brown explains.

“There’s these feedbacks between the atmosphere and the ocean as they talk
to each other.

“As one thing changes, it changes something in the other one which feeds
back to the atmosphere”

Warming of the ocean leads to more frequent and intense marine heatwaves,
with devastating effects on marine ecosystems, including depleting kelp
forests and seagrasses.

Hot oceans are also contributing to sea level rise, with the report stating
globally mean sea levels have risen by around 22 centimetres since 1900.
“Things, when they’re warmed, expand and that’s true for water as well, Dr
Brown says.

“About a third of the sea level rise that we're seeing is purely from the oceans
warming up.”

But sea level rise isn’t something you can necessarily see at your local beach,
and doesn’t happen evenly around the globe.

“Why does it vary? It doesn't just go up like a bathtub,” Dr Brown says.
“There’s a lot of other factors in what happens with sea level. One of them is
the ocean currents.

“The rest of the sea level rise is due to ice melting over Antarctica and
Greenland and a change in the amount of water over land”

Extreme rainfall on one end, drought on the other

The other significant takeaway from the report is that changes to rainfall
are inconsistent, with some places experiencing extreme rainfall and others
drought.

In the south-west of Australia, there has been a decline of around 20 per cent
of rainfall from May to July since 1970.

South-east Australia has also seen a decrease in cool season rainfall of about
9 per cent since 1994.

In contrast, the wet-season rainfall in northern Australia has increased by
around 20 per cent since 1994.

“We're seeing a shift in circulation as the planet warms,” Dr Braganza says.
“We're getting less rain from those systems over the cooler months of the year.
Conversely, over northern Australia, it's been wetter over the last 30 years.”
The fire season is also becoming longer and more intense.

“We are now starting to see fires almost every year occur in late winter and
early spring, it’s also pushing later into autumn as well. “ Dr Braganza says
Greenhouse gas emissions

So how do we stop things from getting worse? To go back to Dr Braganza’s
drinking analogy, it won't stop warming until we stop emitting greenhouse
gases.

“Our ecosystems can adapt and they’ve adapted for millions of years as climate
changes,” Dr Jaclyn Brown from the CSIRO says.

“But the speed from anthropogenic [human-caused] climate change means
that these changes are happening very quickly.

“And so the ecosystem can't re-establish itself or move or regenerate
somewhere else”

The Paris Agreement, which Australia and the world have signed up to,
aims to keep warming below 2 degrees Celsius and as close to 1.5 degrees as
possible to prevent "dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate
system".

It’s like having a set amount of money in the bank; how quickly you spend it
determines how long it will last. The more CO2 we emit each year, the closer
the date we have to stop gets.

According to Dr Brown, we've got about seven years if we keep emitting at
current rates.

“It’s the rate of change that has slowed down. We're seeing the same amount of
greenhouse gases now coming out year by year, but that’s adding to the total,
Dr Brown says.

“At our current rate of emissions, if we keep emitting the same amount as
we are at the moment, we'll exceed our limit in seven years if we're going to
stabilise at 1.5 degrees.

“So, seven years to really do something about the amount of carbon dioxide
that we're emitting”

Australia lags behind much of the world when it comes to reducing emissions,
so if our summers and winters are to stay recognisable, along with the world,
we need to quit fossil fuels.
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