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University students have been the
subject of “jokes” about “slanted
eyes’, accused of using Al, and have
been scared to use their names on
assessments, according to a land-
mark study into racism at universi-

ties.

More than 70 per cent of university
students and staff who responded
to the study reported experiencing
or witnessing racist behaviour di-
rected at their community.

The Racism@Uni study, which sur-
veyed more than 76,000 students
and staff from 42 universities, re-
vealed high rates of racism experi-
enced by people from First Nations,
African, Asian, Jewish, Maori, Mid-

dle Fastern, Muslim, Palestinian

and Pasifika backgrounds.

Jewish (religious) and Palestinian

students were the most impacted,

with 90 per cent of respondents
Continued page 16
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MILLIONATRE GARY STEVENSON.S DIRE WARNING
AUSTRALIAN PROPERTY MARKET LOSING THE FAIR GO

BRiTISH ECONOMIST GARY STEVENSON WARNS AUSTRALIA IS LOSING THE CONCEPT OF "A FAIR

"THIS IS A COUNTRY THAT TELLS PEOPLE IT BELIEVES IN HAVING A FAIR GO.
"AND IT IS A COUNTRY WHICH HAS, FOR A LONG TIME, PROVIDED AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND
GOOD LIVING CONDITIONS TO ORDINARY WORKING AUSTRALIANS.

"YOU'RE LOSING THAT," HE TOLD THE BUSINESS.

MR STEVENSON IS VISITING AUSTRALIA ON A SPEAKING CIRCUIT TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR HIS

GLOBAL SOCIAL CAUSE OF NARROWING THE INEQUALITY GAP BETWEEN THE RICH AND THE POOR.

Key 1O THIS, HE SAID, WAS RESTRUCTURING THE TAXATION SYSTEMS OF MODERN ECONOMIES TO

Continued page 16
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Which states get an Anzac Day public
holiday this year?

People in Australia’s most popu-
lous state have been granted an
Anzac Day long weekend for the
next two years and could be in
line for more public holidays.
Premier Chris Minns has an-
nounced NSW will have an extra
public holiday in 2026 and 2027,
when Anzac Day falls on a Satur-
day and Sunday.

Remembrance services are held
nationwide on 25 April but pre-
viously, only people in Western
Australia and ACT had been
granted an additional public hol-
iday on the following Monday.
The ACT had announced it
would transfer the public holi-
day to the Monday, and that all
commemorative activities would
take place on the Saturday as
usual. In WA, the government
has designated both the Saturday
and the Monday as public holi-
days.

Unlike New Year’s Day, Christ-
mas Day and Boxing Day, previ-
ously there were no additional
public holidays declared in NSW
when Anzac Day fell on a week-
end.

Adding a public holiday in these
circumstances won't diminish
the tradition, Minns insisted.

“If anything, it is a reminder of
its importance and another rea-
son for people to get up, attend
a local service and ensure the

spirit of remembrance continues
to be passed on to the next gen-
eration,” he said in a statement
on Sunday.

RSL NSW said it did not oppose
the introduction of an additional
public holiday after consulting
with members.

“Additionally, a public holiday
on Monday will also provide
many serving Australian De-
fence Force personnel who are
required to work on Anzac Day
itself with an opportunity to
spend quality time with their
loved ones,” its acting president
Vince Williams said.

NSW has fewer public holidays
than all other mainland states
and territories.

Anzac Day is one of 10 public
holidays recognised nationwide
in 2026.

Most Australians get another
three or four, including those in
Victoria, Queensland, ACT and
South Australia.

But NSW enjoys just two extra:
the King’s Birthday in June and
Labour Day in October.
Christmas Island celebrates an
extra six, including two for Lu-
nar New Year in February.

The Minns government will
consider making the Anzac Day
change permanent and decide if
the number of statewide public
holidays is enough.
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'Can a souffle rise once?": Albanese takes

Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese has borrowed from a sharp-

tongued predecessor to launch
his first attack on new Opposi-
tion leader Angus Taylor, asking
“can a souffle rise once?”
Albanese played on an infamous
insult from former prime min-
ister Paul Keating, who asked
whether a souffle rises twice
when Liberal Andrew Peacock
mounted a challenge to regain
the party leadership in 1989.
“Angus Taylor presents us with a
new question: can a souflle rise
once?” Albanese said during a
speech to the NSW Labor Coun-
try Conference in Orange on
Saturday.

It was the prime minister’s first
public comment on Taylor’s top-
pling of Sussan Ley in a long-an-
ticipated Liberal leadership spill.
Taylor’s 34-to-17-vote win on
Friday brought down the Liber-
als’ first female leader just nine
months after she took the top
job.

Labor reaction to leadership
change

Albanese said Taylor and his
new deputy Senator Jane Hume
had both damaged their party
with their various opposition to
tax cuts, cost-of-living relief and
renewable energy.

“Itis extraordinary that they have
had eight months of plotting in
order to deliver the two people
to the leadership positions who
more than anyone else on their
entire show were responsible for
alienating the Liberals from the
Australian voters,” he said.

“But that is what they have done.
Every single challenge that is be-
fore us, they have failed on.”
Within minutes of the change of
leadership, the federal govern-
ment rolled out online attack
ads criticising Taylor’s record as
a minister and shadow treasurer.
Federal minister Murray Watt
said the spill would do little for

first swipe at new Opposition leaders

the Coalition.

“The Liberal Party has complete-
ly lost touch with the vast major-
ity of Australians and what they
care about,” Senator Watt told re-
porters in Sydney on Friday.
“There is no evidence to date
that Angus Taylor has any solu-
tions for those challenges.”
Treasurer Jim Chalmers said
Taylor’s record was shambolic.
“Angus has zero credibility on
the economy and neither does
the bin fire that is the coalition,”
he said.

Taylor pledges to prioritise ‘stan-
dard of living’

Just days after reuniting the Co-
alition with Ley at the helm, Na-
tionals leader David Littleproud
said Taylor would be the right
person to lead the Opposition
back into government.

“Angus is the leader Australia
needs to take up the fight against
Labor’s reckless spending and
ideology;” he said.

“Angus can offer hope to aspirant
Australians and those who are
struggling to enter the housing
market.”

Speaking after his win on Fri-
day, Taylor said his first priority
would be to restore Australia’s
standard of living, which he said
“has collapsed under a rotten La-
bor government”.

“They do not know how to man-
age this economy, [the] result is
Australians are getting poorer,
their standard of living [is] going
backwards — not just in absolute
terms, but relative to peer coun-
tries around the world,” he told
reporters.

Ley announced she would resign
from parliament in the coming
weeks after losing the leadership,
triggering a by-election in her
NSW seat of Farrer.

One Nation leader Pauline Han-
son said her party would field a
candidate in the upcoming by-
election.
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'Standards too low, numbers too high':
Refreshed Liberal Party poised for
immigration cuts

By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Sickening
Images

A

Al'technology can create deepfake images and videos that appear highly realistic. This
technology has been increasingly used to generate non-consensual explicit content,
often targeting celebrities but also impacting everyday individuals. The victims often
find it difficult to control the spread of these images once they are online .

A teenager has been arrested after a series of explicit Al-generated images of students
at Bacchus Marsh Grammar school, north-west of Melbourne, were discovered.
The schools principal said it appeared images of about 50 girls from the school
were taken from social media and manipulated with Al to create obscene images.
Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan said no place for this disgraceful and misogynistic
conduct in Victoria”. “Women and girls deserve respect in class, online and everywhere
else in our community, which is why we have made laws against this behaviour and
we are teaching respectful relationships in schools to stop violence before it starts.”
Parent, Emily, said she saw the images over the weekend and described them as
“incredibly graphic” She said, that her daughter was very upset and was throwing up
in response to the images. “It was so graphic, I almost threw up when I saw it. It was
really, really awful,” she said. “What kind of mind wants to do that?”

“There's just this feeling of will this come up, will it happen again? It’s very traumatising”
Al imagery becoming more widespread

Digital safety expert Susan McLean from Cyber Safety Solutions said it was becoming
increasingly easy to manipulate images online using Al technology.

“The people making them, the young people, they’re getting more brazen and it’s easy
- if you go into the app store there are a number of apps you can download that create
these very believable images almost instantly,” she said.

“These images are often undiscernible to the naked eye, they are very, very good and
even if, in a case like this, there’s a lot of publicity and everybody knows they're fake,
that does not undo the harm.” She called on schools to step up educational programs
around cyber safety, but also said parents need to be vigilant about what their children
are doing online.

What the state government is doing

n 2022, the Victorian government passed new laws targetingsexual offending, including
image-based sexual offences, lo combat the growing issue of deepfake porn. Itis already
an offence to create an intimate image that is contrary to community standards, and a
separate offence to share or threaten to share the image. The government has said all
Victoriangovernment schoolsarecommittedtothe$82 million Respectful Relationships
initiative, which supports schools to model respect, promote positive attitudes and
behaviours, and help students build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence,
Intensive training and support for staff is also being rolled out across about 1,200
schools, with the government planning to invite all remaining non-government
schools to join. Do you know someone who has been impacted by fake images? Are
you concerned about what this means for your child? Share your story in the form
below,

Conclusion

Using Al technology to create obscene images from photos is a deeply concerning
issue with several frightening implications.

Al-generated obscene images often start with photos of real people, violating their
privacy. This misuse can lead to severe emotional distress and damage personal and
professional reputations and sometimes Potential for Extortion and Harassment to
exploit victims for financial gain or personal vendettas.

The legal system in many countries struggles to keep pace with the rapid advancements
in Al technology. This gap leaves victims with limited recourse for seeking justice and
holding perpetrators accountable.

The education to properly address this kind of issue is not necessarily about the
technology and about deepfake, it's about the way that boys and girls and men and
women relate to each other”

The freshly-minted Liberal leader
has doubled down on plans for
a hardline immigration policy,
pledging to cut migrant numbers
and focus on those who reject
Australian values.

But Angus Taylor has offered
few details of how the Coalition
he now leads will deliver on the
promise to weed out those who
“reject our way of life”.

The new Opposition leader, who
toppled Sussan Ley in a party
room vote on Friday, has been lay-
ing out his plan for the Liberals as
the conservative party bleeds votes
to the anti-immigration One Na-
tion.

Taylor and his new deputy, Sena-
tor Jane Hume, have been quick to
vow to lower taxes, focus on hous-
ing affordability and take “green
ideology” out of energy policies.
But the leaders have also been vo-
cal on immigration, saying that
migrant numbers needed to be
driven down.

“Standards have been too low,
numbers have been too high and
we haven’t explicitly shut the door
on people who reject our way of
life, who don’t believe in our core
values,” Taylor told Sky News on
Sunday.

High migration put stress on hous-

ing and infrastructure, he added,
suggesting intelligence agencies
could play a greater role in assess-
ing would-be residents.

“It's important ... they do assess
whether or not these people have
demonstrated in the past that they
reject our way of life or whether
they want to bring the hate and
violence from another place,” Tay-
lor said.

Challenges ahead for the Liberals
But even with an injection of new
leadership energy, the party finds
itself in a difficult position, poll-
ster Kos Samaras said.

The Liberals faced the same chal-
lenges as those present under
Ley, including the loss of support
among most voter groups.
Samaras said some Gen X and
right-wing cohorts who formerly
voted for the Liberals were reject-
ing the established centre-right
political party, while progressive
voters and women were also being
driven away.

“Angus Taylor cannot be ultra
conservative on certain issues and
then try to pretend he can talk to
progressive Melbourne and Syd-
ney, he told AAP.

“He’s going to get wedged as Sus-
san Ley was wedged”




— Messzwas S
O The World Observer | 16th Feb | 2026

1.1 blui 11 | ,.ﬁ,ggjjll Z:L

ADVERTISEMENT

4 A\ s Oy

el | N RAMADAN

2 MUBARAK
RA M A DA N ___Wishing you and your loved ones
[QA R E E M |. gy ol the blessgr;g;afr?w;ghaﬁ.holy month

&
)
=

A '

LY

L/
¢l
=

SN C AT CAN ) C PN C AN C AN 7
Eg?g{.‘}g:@-%}.g?@“}@!@.ﬁ‘}@?@.{“sﬁ

S RS 230 N SO 5
XN RN

S = (S ':I"-'-:wl-:l\

A1 " . Rt ; "":'ﬂ

;r

4N

)
=

a
-
=

\
)
\
)

3
¢

5N
%
%
=
i

o
K;

a
L/

)

syaNV

{
)
s
Mo
BY

N
3

]
,5‘3-:»,‘
N

AN
TR
R
5ol
LN

2
s

-

Mayv this blessed month

bring you happiness, peace ¢
and forgiveness. - e

o

E .

Anne Stanley MP :
\ )

Member for Werriwa

MEMBER FOR PARRAMATTA

Andrew Charlton MP \( -

(02) 9689 1455
Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au
€3 orandrewChariton
www.andrewcharlton.com.au

Authorised by Andrew Charlton, ALP, 1/26 Smith Street Parramatta NSW 2150.

€31/25 Smith Street, Parramatta 2150 - e
B3P0 Box 395, Parramatta NSW 2124 - A% /
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WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY jEM 4
GOOD HEALTH, PEACE AND HAPPINESS ¢ .
DURING THE HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN. WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY THE BEST
FOR THE HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN.

Kylie Wilkinson MP

Member for East Hills Pl % ] Lynda Voltz MP

< ol Wi Member for Auburn
Phone: (02) 9772 2774 4 p il
Email: easthills@parliament.nsw.gov.au ! s Phone: (02) 9737 8822

Address: 20 Revesby Place, Revesby i’:::tsagb;r:gé@ga;'izrr?]ins"#esg'gov-a“ :

Authorised by Kylie Wilkinson MP, Regents Park NSW 2143
funded using parliamentary entitlements. |

Authorised by Lynda Voltz MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.
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ACVERTISEMENT

Best wishes to everyone
celebrating this holy
month of Ramadan.
Wishing you, your family
and friends peace,
happiness and prosperity.
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4 JASON CLARE MP i‘» ED HUSIC MP

- ::5‘.5“ MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
MEMBER FOR BLAXLAND
Office: Shop 41, PI

© 02 9790 2466 = Jason.Clare.MP@aph.gov.au »761 Emall: cont
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KELLIE SLOANE MP

Leader of the Opposition,
NSW Liberal Leader

NATALIE WARD MLC

Deputy Leader of the NSW Liberal Party,
Shadow Minister for Transport and
Infrastructure, and Sport

MONICA TUDEHOPE MP
Shadow Minister for Finance,
and Western Sydney,
Member for Epping

JAMES WALLACE MP
Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations,
and Government Procurement,
Member for Hornsby

TINA AYYAD MP
Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for
Education, Families & Communities,

Youth and South Western Sydney,
Member for Holsworthy

MARK HODGES MP
Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for Planning & Public
Spaces, Police & Counter-terrorism and Western Sydney,
Member for Castle Hill

RAY WILLIAMS MP
Member for Kellyville

MARK TAYLOR MP
Member for Winston Hills

Authorised by Kellie Sloane MP, Parliament of NSW, 6 Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 2000.

May you have a blessed month
filled with grace and peace

. Tina //y«/m/MD

Member for HOLSWORTHY

o Shop 9, Shopping Village, Village '

@ halssarthyiiparliament.nsaw, au Ea- tinaayyad.com.au n tinaayyadahaket

Avuthorisad 1:::-,-' Tina JI'A.!,'\'.-]d MP. Funded using E-'-;'.ril.g.n'.-:—nr_:pr'_,' antitlameants [Februa ry
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MARK COURE MP

Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism,
Roads, and South-Western Sydney,
Member for Oatley

JORDAN LANE MP
Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism,
the Cost of Living and Home Ownership
& Rental Affordability,
Member for Ryde

TANYA DAVIES MP
Member for Badgerys Creek

55, Hammondwille NSW 2170
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‘Ramadan
Mubarak

My family and | would like to extend our heartfelt greetings to

you and your loved ones during this holy month of Ramadan.

It has been a very challenging time, and we hope the spirit of
Ramadan brings better days ahead.

May your fasting, prayers, good deeds and acts of charity, be
accepted during this holy month.

SSbat o Sl Sliadll Cubly iladl Gaol Lilileg paisl
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Authorise d by Jihad Dib MP. Funded using parliamentary entitiements.

Cir Rachelle Harika
b Peputy Mayor L\
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T wish
you and your families %3
; a Safe and
Happy Ramadan
= ASMoke 5 @S (-ial o

@S (las)

8 CANTERBLRY
BANKSTOWN
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RAMADAN
MUBARAK

Bl Elteyd

Clr Bilal El-Hayek

MAYOR
City of Canterbury
Bankstown

Contact me at: P 9707 9522 E Mayor@cbcity.nsw.gov.au
T

OWN K3 @MayorBilalElHayek [E] @mayor bilalelhayek B @ClrBilalElHayek

Bayside Council

On behalf of
the Bayside
community
we extend our
sincerest wishes
for a very happy
Ramadan during
this month

of personal
reflection and
charity.

Bayside Customer Service Centres
Rockdale Library, 444-446 Princes Highway, Rockdale
Westfield Eastgardens, 152 Bunnerong Road, Eastgardens

Phone 1300 581 299 | 9562 1666
Web www.bayside.nsw.gov.au
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The Holy Month of Ramadan is a time of fasting,
prayer and charity and is a reminder of the important
contribution Australian Muslims make in our community.

As we welcome the beginning of Ramadan this week,
| wish all Muslims the very best for a Blessed Ramadan.
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TONY BURKE MP
MEMBER FOR WATSON

HON TONY BURKE MP Zhi SOON"*

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BANKS
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WATSON

QO 0293530588
Office: Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl! 2196 @ e ISeOMME oS oyt
Phone: (02) 9750 9088 Email: tony.burke.mp@aph.gov.au 0 22 Revesby Place,
www.tonyburke.com.au g @Tony_Burke ﬁ Tony Burke MP
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Revesby NSW 2212

zhisoon.au
Authorised by Tony Burke MP, Australian Labor Party, Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196

Authorised by Z Soon 22 Revesby Place Revesby

Zamadan Tabarat

7o you and gour family

2oee

Wishing you and your

family a blessed month
of RAMADAN

The Hon. Sophie Cotsis MP 2 Julia Finn MP

Member for Canterbury MEMBER FOR GRANVILLE

Minister for Industrial Relations ' Parliamentary Secretary to the Premler
Minist&r fﬂf Wurk HEEH:h and Safety ] Farfiomentary Secretary for the Arts

i . 160 Marrylands Rd, Merrylands
Level 2, 308-312 Beamish Street, Campsie NSW 2194 & Sead Tk
Email: Canterbury@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Phone: (02) 9718 1234

Authorised by Sophie Costis MP, funded using parliamentary entitlements.

E: Granvillezparliament.nsw.gov.au

‘Authorised by Julia Finn MP, Member for Granville, funded using parliamentary entitlements
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PARRAMATTA

Ramadan
Kareem

Cr Martin Zaiter
Lord Mayor
City of Parramatta

RAMADAN

ﬁ++

May you and your family enjoy
the blessings of this special month.

+

LIVERPOOL
CITY
COUNCILs
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Ramadan Mubarak -

On beh{alf of Cumberland City ol a5 Risibo pudee sl
;OUHCIL | send my wa'rmest b Ol ol iy EE
wishes to those observing the Dleall olae
Holy Month of Ramadan. =6 '
. R , Ll gl i 0950 Of e
May this special time be filled D e e i ]
with peace, happiness, spiritual =9 ol ng P
reflection and renewal. S

Mayor Ola Hamed s et

R e b

STREET FESTIVAL 2026

Ramadan Street Festival
Saturday 7 March and Sunday 8 March
7pm to 12am
Auburn Road, Auburn
For more information, visit: www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/ramadan

Mayor Ola Hamed
Cumberland City Council <C

Q@ 16 Memorial Avenue, PO Box 42, Merrylands NSW 2160
. 028757 9856 & Ola.Hamed@cumberland.nsw.gov.au G
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Australian Syrian
League
Wishing everyone

a Happy and safe

Ramadan
MAY THIS SPECIAL TIME
BRING LIGHT TO THOSE

iy ale JS
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Local News

Much-loved celebrity chef Karima Hazim
has thrown her support behind businesses
in Lakemba as part of a new campaign that
shines a spotlight on the suburb’s most icon-
ic food destinations.

The Sunday Kitchen founder features in a
new City of Canterbury Bankstown promo-
tional campaign which showcases success-
ful small businesses that have helped make
Lakemba a renowned dining and cultural
destination.

“My grandparents lived in Lakemba, so with
all the time we spent visiting them, it truly
became a second home to me,” she said.

“Walking down Haldon Street was a full
sensory experience - the rich smell of Ara-
bic coffee, the lively chatter of men gathered
outside cafes and the aroma of zaatar drift-
ing from bakeries turning out trays of fresh
pastries.”

The campaign features a five-minute video
in which Karima takes viewers on a jour-

ney along Haldon Street, a Purple Flag ac-
credited precinct, meeting and interviewing
popular local business owners including:

. King of Sweets owner Rasha Al-
maanawe

. Al Fayhaa Bakery owner Samir Da-
her

. El-Manara Lebanese Restaurant

owner Amir Sayah

City of Canterbury Bankstown Mayor Bilal
El-Hayek said the campaign showed every-
one was welcome in Lakemba, with many
delicious food and cultural options to be en-
joyed.

“Small businesses with passionate owners
and staff who cook from the heart are what
truly make Lakemba great,” Mayor El-Hayek
said.

“We are very happy to be working with Kari-
ma to shine a spotlight on this iconic part of
our City, particularly ahead of our Lakemba
Nights during Ramadan event.”
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Higlhlights AGM and Feloruery 2026 Dinner

~NITT ™

Arab Business council

The Australian
(AABC) held its Annual General Meet-
ing and February 2026 Dinner Wednesday

night, marking an important milestone with
the election of the new Board for 2026.

The AGM concluded with an insightful pre-
sentation by Sam Ayoubi titled “Tax, Tips &
Traps”, which was well received by attendees.
Following the presentation the election of
the new Board was conducted. The process

was overseen by Returning Officer Hassan
El-Husseini of Husseini Lawyers and Pub-
lic Notaries, together with AGM Chair John
Maait of Norris Somers Maait Lawyers.

The newly elected AABC Board for 2026 is
as follows:

o President: George Bousamra, Syncorp
Consulting

« Vice President: Samih Sayed

« Secretary: Genan Issa, Sabio Finance

o Treasurer: Jannette Samawy, DS] Taxation

« Assistant Secretary: Reem Borrows, Dreem
Coaching & Consulting

« Board Member: Victor Khalil, TechRam

» Board Member: Samy Ayoubi, AHS Legal

e Board Member: Malak Takache, Westpac
Bank

e Board Member: Sam Darwish, Civic Law-
yers

Congratulations to the newly elected Board,
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ANIC [Hosts anc Appredeiion Dinher Honourtng Khodlr

the Australian National Imams Council
(ANIC) hosted a Recognition and Apprecia-
tion Dinner in honour of former Deputy May-
or Khodr Saleh OAM, celebrating his decades
of dedicated service to the community.

The event attracted a distinguished gather-
ing of Australian ministers, parliamentarians,
councillors, and prominent community lead-
ers, as well as friends and family members. At-
tendees included: the Grand Mulfti of Australia
Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohamad, and the President
of the Australian National Imams Council,
Sheikh Shady Alsuleiman.

Although Minister Tony Burke MP was unable
to attend in person, he conveyed his appre-
ciation for Cr Saleh’s contributions through a
special video message. Also in attendance were
Minister Jihad Dib MP, Minister Sophie Cotsis
MP, Zhi Soon MP, Bankstown Chief Execu-
tive Officer Matthew Stewart, John Choueifati,
former Deputy Mayor Nadia Saleh, Omar Yas-
sin, Mamdouh Sukkarieh, Editor-in-Chief of
The World Observer Media and Sarkis Karam,

Salelh OAM

Manager of Annahar Newspaper, among many
others.

Throughout the evening, speakers highlighted
the significance of Khodr Saleh’s tireless efforts
and unwavering commitment to serving both
the community and the Canterbury-Bank-
stown Council.

For more than 20 years, Mr Saleh served with
dedication and integrity as an elected council-
lor and Deputy Mayor of Canterbury-Bank-
stown Council. His leadership played a key
role in the development of the local area and
in strengthening community cohesion. As one
of the first Muslim councillors in Australia, he
helped pave the way for greater multicultural
representation in local government and in-
spired many to engage in public service.

The dinner brought together community lead-
ers and representatives to recognise his long-
standing service and the positive impact he
has had on countless individuals and fami-
lies. A special tribute was also extended to the

Saleh family, whose ongoing support has been

an integral part of his journey.

The Australian National Imams Council ex-
pressed its sincere gratitude to Khodr Saleh
OAM for his outstanding service and wished
him continued success in his future endeav-

ours.
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I desire and I crave

Something my soul cannot explain
I shall take it to the grave
And forever be in pain

@0
To ache for the unknown,
Its riddled with a melancholy tone.
But to this sickness I am prone
And I can feel it in my bones

@0
Age comes and it devours youth,
Looking for it like a hungry sleuth
Will it come back?
Tell me the truth!

@0
I dream of depth

Stuck in an unrest
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A feeling without zest
A feeling I know best.
@0
I write of love and I write of joy
Something to play with like a toy
Like searching for a missing boy
My own soul I am starting to annoy
@0
I want inspiration and I want art.
But the problem is, I don’t know where to
start.
Oh gosh, and I think im so smart
So this nonsense I wont take part.
@0
I sit and I wait,
Maybe I need some bait
Something to save me from my fate

Something that inspires me to create.

"Top Electrical” Customers with a Spedkl
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Mr. Ibrahim, owner of Top Electrical, hosted a special barbecue in honor of his
customers, as a gesture of appreciation for their trust and continued support. The
store specializes in providing all electrical parts and building, home, and ware-

house wiring supplies.

Mr Ibrahim warmly welcomed all attendees to this unique social gathering, which
featured exclusive offers and discounts for business owners, while also providing a
friendly atmosphere for networking, conversations, and sharing experiences.

Top Electrical is fully owned and managed by Australians, offering customers
high-quality products backed by a 30-day return policy, ensuring complete confi-
dence with every purchase.

Since its establishment in December 2022, Top Electrical has remained commit-
ted to delivering the most competitive prices and outstanding customer service,
strengthening its reputation as a trusted supplier in the local market.

The event was also attended by The Observer newspaper, represented by Editor-
in-Chief Mamdouh Sukkarieh, who praised this remarkable social initiative that
combines business with community connection, highlighting the valuable role
Top Electrical plays in supporting local businesses.

Contact Top Electrical:

02 8772 4155

Unit 2, 21-23 Brunker Road, Greenacre NSW 2190

info@topelectrical.com.au
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- Arround the world -

Aussie sparks debate
about G-string bikinis
after uncomfortable
experience

A mother has sparked debate
over whether women should
wear G-string bikinis to sun-
bathe after she was involved in
an ‘uncomfortable’ experience
with a tourist.

Victorian woman Hayley Col-
licoat, 36, was on a trip with her
husband in the Whitsunday Is-
lands, in Queensland, when she
saw a young woman literally un-
dress’ in front of other holiday-
makers.

The mother of six, who owns a
butcher shop, said she was horri-
fied to witness the actions of the
woman, which left many uncom-
fortable.

Tm not opposed to a G-string bi-
kini. Wear what you want to, but
it was the way she did it; Ms Col-
licoat said.

‘It was far more revealing than a
normal G-string bikini is. She sat
down with legs up which gave the
other couple sitting next to them a
clear full-frontal view of what was
going on downtown.

‘It didn’t cover her bikini line be-
cause it was on a string.

T could almost see her little
“friend” because it was just cover-
ing’

Ms Collicoat, who also does pole

fitness in her spare time, said the
man was left ‘visibly uncomfort-
able’

‘She was not worried about any-
one else’s presence and the fact
she was wearing the most mini-
mal of minimal, she said.

“The other couple ended up mov-
ing to the other side of the boat.
Like c’'mon, that’s not fair, there’s a
time and place.

“That’s like me wearing a lingerie
one piece to my kids’ football on
the weekend - sometimes you just
gotta save that s*** for another
time’

Ms Collicoat shared her story on
TikTok, with many agreeing with
her stance.

“There’s a time and place for it;
one commented.

‘The poor man and woman who
accidentally get caught looking
but where else do you look? Also
kids don’t need to be seeing these!”
One woman said: Tl wear them
at home in my pool but not at the
beach with my kids’

Another added: “You gotta know
when to wear them. If you're go-
ing to a beach that’s more family-
oriented with BBQs and picnic
designated areas, you should wear
a normal bikini’

Library book returned 50 years

A book of poetry was recently returned to a library in the US state of
Virginia almost 50 years after it was checked out.

The Hopewell Regional Library’s copy of Leaves of Grass, a collection
of poetry by Walt Whitman, was checked out on June 3, 1974, accord-
ing to Adult Services Librarian Catherine Field.

“A woman came in and she said she found this book while she was
cleaning out her sister’s home, and she noticed there was a due date slip

in the back,” Field said.

Meghan Markle has shared a lov-
ing Valentine’s Day message to
Prince Harry as well as her two
children, dubbing them her ‘for-
ever Valentines:.

The Duchess of Sussex, 44, took to
Instagram this evening to share a
snap of Lilibet, four, cuddling her
adoring father as she holds a bunch
of red balloons.

The Duke of Sussex, 41, can be seen
fondly gazing at his daughter as
they enjoy the outdoors on a sunny
evening in California.

The As Ever mogul captioned the
picture: “These two + Archie = my
forever Valentines, in a loving nod
to her seven-year-old, who did not
feature in the snap.

Meghan rarely shares pictures of
her two young children, with the
last snap of her family being pub-
lished to her social media on De-
cember 19 of last year.

It comes after reports emerged sug-
gesting Meghan is planning a re-
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Meghan shares photo of
beaming Harry carrying
Lilibet in his arms

turn to British soil this summer for
the first time in four years.
However, it is said she will only set
foot on the island if security ar-
rangements are put in place for her
and Prince Harry.

It is believed the 44-year-old will
join her husband at the upcoming
Invictus Games one-year count-
down in Birmingham on July 10,
ahead of next year’s event.

She has attended similar ceremo-
nies in both Canada and Germany,
and sources say she is keen to do
the same in the UK, provided safety
concerns are handled.

Meanwhile, talks over whether
the Sussexes will receive taxpayer-
funded protection during the visit
remain ongoing.

In December, Prince Harry was
said to be thrilled the Home Office
was reviewing his security provi-
sions in the UK following a long-
running legal battle.
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Naomi Watts suffers
awkward wardrobe

Naomi Watts experienced an awkward
wardrobe malfunction while attend-
ing the Khaite show during New York
Fashion Week at Park Avenue Armory
on Saturday.

The celebrated actress, 58, went braless
beneath a stylish sheer black top, but the
look didn't stay in place, with the edge of
the fabric slipping down and her nipple
briefly spilling out of her top beneath the
transparent material.

Naomi stunned in the chic all-black
outfit, layering a charcoal-grey longline
wool coat over the sheer top and a satin
slip dress.

A silk scarf was tied around her neck,
adding a classic finish.

She paired the look with black velvet
heels and carried a small patent leather
top-handle bag.

Her blonde hair was styled in a neat lob,
worn loose, while her makeup featured
a simple base and a bold red lip, while

malfunction at New York

oversized black sunglasses completed
the ensemble.

Despite the brief slip, Naomi appeared
relaxed as she arrived for the show,
which formed part of the city’s annual
New York Fashion Week events.

It comes after Naomi shocked fans at the
Venice Film Festival in August, when she
arrived on the red carpet with a bizarre
fashion item.

The Australian actress put on a loved-up
display as she attended the event with
husband Billy Crudup for the premiere
of his latest film, Jay Kelly.

However, one accessory Naomi wore left
many fans on Instagram scratching their
heads.

The stunning dress, a custom Valentino
gown designed by Alessandro Michele,
was adorned with floral embellishments,
including a silk bow which followers said
looked like a ‘fanny pack’ at first glance.

Margaret Qualley posed for a siz-
zling new shoot for Vanity Fair
alongside an interview with the
esteemed publication, which did
not go to plan.

The nepo-baby, 31, who is the
daughter of actress Andie Mac-
Dowell and model Paul ] Qualley,
looked incredible in a series of racy
snaps, including a show-stopping
cover image showing her draped in
an T Love NY’ tee.

Another shot saw the stunner, who
is married to musician and pro-
ducer Jack Antonoff, bend low and
show off her eye-popping cleavage
and endless legs, with her famously
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Margaret Qualley strips
off for sizzling Vanity Fair
shoot

striking pout on full display.

The exposing shoot came alongside
an interview with Marisa Meltzer,
who laid bare the intricacies of the
interview, which she was forced to
do in two takes.

In the write-up, Marisa revealed
her questions were met with guard-
ed answers, which she branded
‘squirming, circumspect and re-
luctant, meaning they eventually
wound up meeting twice following
the awkward first meet.

Margaret looked incredible in the
shoot, in which stripped off entirely
with just the sequinned tourist tee
used to cover her modesty.

Roses are red and so are flags:
How to spot romance scams

There’s a warning for lonely hearts looking for love online this Val-

entine’s Day.

Romance scams are on the rise, with Aussies swindled out of tens of
millions of dollars each year. It’s a lucrative market for offshore scam
centres, often backed by organised crime syndicates.

Romance rip-offs were the third most reported scam type in Australia
last year. There were more than 3000, with victims swindled out of an
eyewatering $28 million - 21 per cent more than the previous year.
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reporting experiences of racism at university.

First Nations, Chinese, Jewish (secular), Middle Eastern and North-East
Asian respondents all reported experiences of racism at rates over 80 per
cent.

Federal Education Minister Jason Clare unveiled the Respect at Uni report
with Australia’s Race Discrimination Commissioner Giridharan Sivaraman
in Brisbane on Tuesday.

“This is a landmark report and what it shows is racism is deeply embedded
within our universities,” Mr Sivaraman said.

The report is made up of four parts; the national survey, focus groups, a
literature review and a policy audit.

The report makes 47 short, medium and long-term recommendations fo-
cusing on five key areas:

A national framework for anti racism in universities

Inclusive and safe universities, free from racism

Accountable universities with trusted, accessible complaints systems
Inclusive curriculum and teaching

Diverse leadership and workforce

Mr Clare said he would consider the recommendations relevant to the gov-
ernment.

An interim report released in December 2024 found interpersonal and
structural racism were pervasive and “deeply entrenched” in Australian
universities, affecting various communities including First Nations, Jewish,
Muslim, Palestinian and Middle Eastern staff and students.

‘Jokes, name mispronunciation, accusations of Al

Students surveyed in the report relayed harrowing stories of subtle and sys-
temic exclusion causing harm to their academic performance.

Mr Sivaraman said these acts of racism had been the difference between
passing or failing classes for some students.

“The thing with racism is it’s often death by a thousand cuts,”

he said.

“It’s not just one particular thing; it can be a number of things.

“It can be that you're not culturally safe when you got to university, you're
not physically safe, that affects the way in which you go in exams or assess-
ments.

“It can be the curriculum doesn’t recognise your experiences or doesn't have
a diversity of experiences which disadvantages you.

“It could be that there are biases in the person that’s teaching you.”

He said if students were upset and depressed because of the way racism had
impacted them, it was “hardly surprising” that it affected their academic
results.

‘Lack of faith’ in complaints process

Despite the reports of racism, only 6 per cent of respondents said they were
willing to lodge a complaint.

Mr Sivaraman said this was due to a lack of faith in universities’ complaints
processes and “a belief that nothing will happen”.

“There was one story that stuck with me so powerfully;” he said.

“It was from an Aboriginal student who responded to the survey who said ‘I
made a complaint, nothing happened for 12 months, then I was told after 12
months we can’t proceed with your complaint because it'’s been more than
12 months since the conduct occurred.”

Mr Clare said the complaints process was not up to scratch.

“That might mean [students] don’t complain at all, or the process is so diffi-
cult that when they do complain, they don’t get the outcome that they need”
Students and staff largely reported being dissatisfied with the complaint
outcomes, saying that complaints made no difference, the process caused
additional distress, and those who complained felt they could not trust the
people involved in the process.

Lack of diversity in senior staff

More than half of the academic staff surveyed said experiences of direct
racism had a negative impact on their careers, with a quarter reporting they
had been denied a promotion they believed they deserved.

Some staff reported receiving racially biased student evaluations, which can
influence hiring, firing and promotion decisions.

National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) President Dr Alison Barnes
said the findings were deeply disturbing for staft and students.

“This report shines a harsh light on the racism that staft experience every
single day in Australian universities,”

Dr Barnes said.

“When one in five academic staff report experiencing direct racism, and
university leadership is implicated in nearly half of those cases, we're seeing
a systemic workplace crisis.

“Our colleagues’ careers are being derailed, their mental health is suffering,
and they’re being driven out of the sector because of racism.”

Mr Sivaraman said there was also a lack of diversity in the senior levels of

universities.

Greens Deputy Leader Mehreen Faruqi said the report may come as a shock
to those who don’t experience racism, “but for the rest of us it is business as
usual”

“It lays bare the terrifying truth: racism is not an exception in our univer-
sities, it is the rule, and it is harming students and staff across racial and
religious groups,”

she said.

“When racially marginalised students cannot walk into a lecture theatre
without fear of abuse, exclusion or discrimination, it is not just a campus
problem. It is a systemic problem. The promise of education is being poi-

MILLONAIRE

TAKE MORE MONEY FROM THE WEALTHY AND LESS FROM LOWER-INCOME EARNERS.

soned by racism?”

HE SAID HE ALSO SAW HIGHER WAGES AND POLICIES TO IMPROVE HOUSING AFFORDABILITY AS KEY
TO IMPROVING LIVING STANDARDS FOR LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS.

"] WANT TO COME AND SHOW AUSTRALIANS WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE UK, WHAT IS HAPPENING
IN EUROPE," MR STEVENSON SAID.

"PUBLIC SERVICES BEING SHUT DOWN, POVERTY EXPLODING.

"THAT WILL HAPPEN [IN AUSTRALIA] UNLESS WE DEAL WITH INEQUALITY."

A FRUSTRATING MISSION

But MR STEVENSON ADMITTED TO BEING FRUSTRATED.

DESPITE HAVING MORE THAN 1.5 MILLION YOUTUBE FOLLOWERS, HE CONCEDED THAT GETTING
HIS MESSAGE HEARD AND ACTED ON IN THE CORRIDORS OF POWER WAS CHALLENGING.

"| THINK THEY'RE SCARED," HE SAID, REFERRING TO MPs IN BRITAIN.

"I THINK THEY'RE KIND OF STUCK IN, WHAT WE WOULD CALL IN THE UK, THE WESTMINSTER
BUBBLE — THEIR LITTLE POLITICIANS' BUBBLE.

"THEY'RE SCARED ABOUT THEIR DONORS."

MR STEVENSON BELIEVED THERE WAS NO FINANCIAL INCENTIVE FOR THE RICH AND POWERFUL TO
ENGAGE IN TAXATION REFORM TO REDUCE INEQUALITY.

"SEE, THE PROBLEM WITH AN INEQUALITY CRISIS IS IT FEELS GOOD FOR RICH PEOPLE," HE SAID.
"AND MOST POLITICIANS ARE IN THAT COMMUNITY OF RICH PEOPLE.

"I THINK THEY'RE OUT OF TOUCH."

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS TO TACKLE INEQUALITY

As MR STEVENSON TOURS THE COUNTRY, HE WANTS TO BUILD HIS FOLLOWING AND PRESSURE
LOCAL MPS TO DEVELOP PRACTICAL POLICIES THAT WILL GIVE MORE AUSTRALIANS ACCESS TO
HOUSING.

"HOLDING THE POLITICIAN'S FEET TO THE FIRE, FORCING THIS COUNTRY TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT
INEQUALITY SO THAT YOUR KIDS AND GRANDKIDS WILL HAVE A FAIR GO AT HAVING A FAMILY AND
BUYING A HOUSE," HE SAID.

HE SAID ONE SOLUTION MIGHT BE TO FUND PUBLIC RESEARCH INTO HOW THE TAXATION SYSTEM
COULD BECOME MORE EFFICIENT AND EQUITABLE.

"YOU NEED TO HAVE POLITICIANS WHO ARE WILLING TO PREPARE IN THE LONG TERM TO FIX SERIOUS
PROBLEMS," HE SAID.

"NOBODY IS DEALING WITH THIS GROWING INEQUALITY.

"THEY'RE NOT EVEN STARTING TO DEAL WITH HOW WE DESIGN THE TAX [SYSTEM]."

THE ALBANESE GOVERNMENT IS SEEKING A NEW POLICY TO ADDRESS HOUSING AND HAS NOT
RULED OUT RAISING TAXES ON PROPERTY INVESTORS BY CHANGING CAPITAL GAINS TAX RULES.

MR STEVENSON SAID AUSTRALIA AND THE UK WERE NOT ALONE IN DEALING WITH ECONOMIC
SYSTEMS THAT PERPETUALLY FAVOURED THE RICH.

"IF YOU LOOK ACROSS THE WORLD, IF YOU LOOK ACROSS HISTORY, IF YOU LOOK IN PLACES WHERE
WEALTH IS INCREDIBLY UNEQUALLY DISTRIBUTED," HE SAID.

"Go Look AT MUMBAI, GO LOOK AT SHANGHAI, AND LOOK AT WHAT HOUSE PRICES ARE RELATIVE
TO WAGES IN THOSE COUNTRIES.

"THE WORLD WILL SHOW YOU VERY CLEARLY INCREDIBLY UNEQUAL COUNTRIES HAVE INCREDIBLY
UNAFFORDABLE HOUSING WHICH ORDINARY PEOPLE CANNOT AFFORD."

ULTIMATELY, MR STEVENSON SAID, THE SOLUTION TO REDUCING ECONOMIC INEQUALITY WAS
PAINFULLY SIMPLE.

"IF YOU WANT HOUSING TO BE AFFORDABLE, YOU NEED TO DEAL WITH INEQUALITY, AND YOU NEED
TO HAVE A TAX SYSTEM THAT TAXES THE VERY WEALTHY MORE THAN ORDINARY WORKING PEOPLE,"
HE SAID.

MR STEVENSON SUGGESTED POLICYMAKERS LOOK AT THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH AND POWER IN
SOCIETY, AND MAKE THAT FAIRER, RATHER THAN FIXING ECONOMIC INEQUALITY BY "TRYING TO MESS
AROUND WITH THE BANKING SYSTEM".

"THAT DOESN'T MEAN DON'T BUY A HOUSE, BUT DO WE WANT THIS COUNTRY TO BE A COUNTRY
WHERE THE ONLY WAY TO BUY A HOUSE IS TO TAKE A $5 MILLION BET?"
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Ramadan, the
Month of Mercy,

Zakat Al Fitr

$20 PER $1 PER
PERSON MEAL
Compulsory Zakat that Provides a complete

removes ones sins & iftar to let the needy
provides food to the poor. enjoy their Ramadan.

With the arrival of the blessed month, Human Appeal Australia
extends our most sincere greetings to you, your loved ones and the
Muslim nation around the world. We ask Allah SWT to bestow His
Mercy and Forgiveness on us all during this sacred time.
As we show gratitude to our blessings, let us remember the millions Obligatory Zakat Al
who do not get to experience Ramadan in the way that we do. Those Maal providing relief
who are left vulnerable across places like Gaza, Sudan, Yemen and to those in need.
Syria, facing the harsh consequences of poverty and war with little to
no support. Whether it be feeding a fasting family, quenching the thirst
of a vulnerable village or clothing orphaned children for Eid - together
we can make this a month full of mercy for those most in need.
May Allah SWT reward and bless you all this sacred month.

330 5%

Gift a needy child on
the day of Eid with a
gift and new clothes.

ilaypillg Vil pab Wiyiwl Jul Jrogad oadii «&jloll ypauivl Jgla &o
Ailaw alll Yl el clail &roa pob Grolw)l doillg AjLG Al
Aol il 03 b L2ion L) Aipiog Aion) LIl
W99 UJgiwg Uosllg Ulaguullg 8jé 5 UL nimollg (ujgoll Lilgal pauii Vg

Flour Distribuiion

UstoSliall JUnsY Epilly ELAg g Uge o) Ugad Yl mlell 3l (o Lo FROM $ $ .
pusil) dungé Ylho) Jul G1b o Lapé gf il Ayl §g1us of cloll Libw gi 450 900 TONNE
JH @6am spa0 yuy Elepis wclinwlig Guaoll jgua cliyg (upall 8liag Likls

.(alingll 0gag ule Gouw )l ouwyi g (Al 6L AT dl=1D ga
Lol JAinl 130 Kb Jlocll Ua oA iog Lio Alll Judi This is a Sadaqa Jariya. of affected communities.

Provide clean water The distribution of flour
solutions to the needy. addresses the basic needs

Visit HALORG.AU »
Call 1300 760 155 (TAXY

AIWays vva"/'L. \70u on +L\e ~oad +to éoodness.

Scan to Donate
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