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The US-Israel-Iran conflict is no
longer just shaking energy and fi-
nancial markets. Analysts warn
of regional environmental risks—
from petrochemical spills and air
pollution to threats to Gulf desali-

nation and global shipping routes.
The military confrontation involv-
ing the United States, Israel and
Iran in the Middle East is not only
jolting global energy and capital
markets. It is also opening up a

growing set of regional environ-
mental risks that could last far lon-
ger than the fighting itself.

Even as Brent crude jumped after
reports of strikes on strategic tar-
gets in Iran, environmental ana-
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lysts warn that the “real damage”
may not show up on commodities
screens—at least not immediately.
Nuclear and petrochemical sites:
cross-border risks

Continued page 16

RBA LETS INTEREST RATES BY 0.25PC FOR SEGOND
TIME THIS YEAR

THe ReSERVE BANK HAS INCREASED INTEREST RATES BY 0.25 PERCENTAGE POINTS.
THE NEW CASH RATE IS 4.1 PER CENT, UP FROM 3.85 PER CENT.
THe RBA HAS NOW LIFTED RATES TWICE IN TWO MONTHS (ONCE IN FEBRUARY, AND AGAIN IN

MARCH).
TODAY'S RATE HIKE WAS HIGHLY ANTICIPATED.

EARLY LAST WeEk, RBA DEPUTY GOVERNOR ANDREW HAUSER SAID HIGH INFLATION WAS “ToxIC”
AND THAT THE RBA BOARD WAS DETERMINED TO BRING INFLATION DOWN, AND TRADERS INTER-
PRETED HIS COMMENTS AS BEING EXTREMELY “HAWKISH” (POINTING TOWARDS A RATE HIKE).

ON FRrRIDAY, ANZ INCREASED ITS FIXED MORTGAGE RATES BY UP TO 0.25 PERCENTAGE
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Australia’s Israeli embassy criticises
Grace Tame’'s comments on Hamas
October 7 attacks
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The Israeli Embassy in Canberra
has raised concerns over com-
ments by former Australian of
the Year Grace Tame about re-
ports of sexual violence by ter-
rorist group Hamas.

On Monday, Ms Tame appeared
on ABC Radio Sydney to discuss
her interpretation of the phrase
“globalise the intifada”.

In the interview, Ms Tame said
she understood the phrase “to be
a call for widespread resistance”
against the actions of Israel.

It came more than a month after
she was criticised by federal MPs
and the NSW premier for lead-
ing a chant using the phrase at
a rally against Israeli President
Isaac Herzog during his visit to
Australia.

“Globalise the Intifada” is a con-

tentious phrase that the state
government has been consider-
ing outlawing under revised hate
speech laws.
The word

“shaking off” in Arabic and has

“intifada® means
been used to refer to two peri-
ods of violent Palestinian protest
against Israel.

Members of the Jewish commu-
nity have described it as a hateful
call for violence.

Ms Tame also responded to
claims she had been selective in
her outrage and accusations she
had never spoken on behalf of
women believed to have been
sexually assaulted during the at-
tacks on October 7, 2023.
United Nations officials in 2024
found there were reasonable
grounds to believe conflict-relat-
ed sexual violence — including
rape and gang-rape — occurred
at several locations during
Hamas’s October 7 attacks on Is-
rael.

“I'm not going to sink to the level
of entertaining any kind of pro-
paganda,” she said.

“Those things have been de-
bunked.

“Awful things are being perpe-
trated by both sides ... This is
not selective outrage. I'm out-
raged by all of the violence,” she
said.
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Energy minister urges calm over fuel
stocks as consumer watchdog scrutinises
price increases

Australia is as “prepared as it
possibly can be” for potential
fuel shortages, the government
has said, as the war in the Mid-
dle East disrupts global supply
chains, farmers in rural regions
face fuel shortages, and the pet-
rol price per litre explodes.

At a press conference on Satur-
day, Energy Minister Chris Bow-
en said Australia’s fuel supply re-
mained secure, with shipments
continuing to arrive as planned.
Bowen told reporters he was
“pleased” to announce there was
now 1.6 billion litres of petrol in
Australia’s fuel stocks, amount-
ing to a 37-day supply, up from
36 last week.

Australia has 2.7 billion litres of
diesel, 30 days worth, and 800
million litres of jet fuel, good for

Shock jock Kyle Sandilands was
likely sacked because of pressure
from the media regulator and
his huge $100 million contract,
former ABC Media Watch host
Paul Barry says.

Sandilands was on Wednesday
sacked by ARN Media less than
two years into his $100 million,
10-year contract.

It followed a tense on-air ex-
change with Jackie “O” Hender-
son, during which Sandilands
accused his co-host of being
“off with the fairies” and “almost
unworkable” due to her fixation
with horoscopes.

Sandilands was taken off-air and
given 14 days to remedy what
ARN Media claimed was mis-

29 days.

Bowen said he would continue
to give weekly, rather than quar-
terly, updates on Australia’s fuel
stocks. He said the situation was
“complex” but urged calm.

“I understand very much that
Australians have received differ-
ent reports over the last week
about whether we are running
short of fuel or not. And the situ-
ation is a little complex, in that
we have received all our expect-
ed shipping of petrol and diesel,
that our refineries continue to
work, and indeed, the supply of
petrol has been secure, and has
been just as expected.”

But there were “real and unac-
ceptable” shortages in rural and
regional areas burdened under

an “explosion” in demand.

Former Media Watch host Paul Barry
weighs in on Kyle Sandilands sacking

" RADIO Al
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conduct and a breach of his con-
tract.

The former Kyle and Jackie O
Show host has rejected the ter-
mination notice, flagging a po-
tential legal challenge.

“I don’t accept it,” he said in a
statement.

“My lawyers told them last week
this would be invalid. And guess
what? It is”
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Road safety

There has been a recent surge in road accidents, predomi-
nantly attributed to young drivers. This trend has raised sig-
nificant concerns among parents, the wider community, and
authorities regarding road safety.

There are several factors that contribute to the high incidence
of road accidents among young drivers:

Lack of Experience: Young drivers often lack the experience
necessary to handle challenging driving situations effective-
ly. They may not have encountered various road conditions
or learned how to react appropriately in emergencies.

Risky Behavior: Some young drivers engage in risky behav-
iors such as speeding, distracted driving (e.g., texting while
driving), driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and
not wearing seat belts. These behaviors significantly increase
the likelihood of accidents.

Peer Influence: Peer pressure can also play a role in encourag-
ing risky driving behaviors among young people. They may
feel pressured to impress their friends or engage in reckless
driving to fit in with their peers.

Overconfidence: Some young drivers may exhibit overconfi-
dence in their driving abilities, leading them to take unnec-
essary risks on the road.

Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach
involving education, enforcement, and community involve-
ment:

Education: Comprehensive driver education programs
should be implemented to teach young drivers about the
rules of the road, safe driving practices, and the consequenc-
es of risky behavior. These programs should also emphasize
the importance of responsible decision-making while driv-
ing.

Enforcement: Law enforcement agencies should enforce traf-
fic laws rigorously, particularly targeting behaviors such as
speeding, distracted driving, and driving under the influ-
ence. Strict penalties should be imposed on those who violate
these laws to deter others from engaging in similar behavior.
Parental Involvement: Parents play a crucial role in shap-
ing their children's attitudes and behaviors towards driving.
They should set a positive example by practicing safe driving
habits themselves and actively discussing road safety with
their children.

Community Engagement: Engaging the community in road
safety initiatives can help raise awareness about the issue and
foster a culture of safe driving. This can involve organizing
educational events, promoting safe driving campaigns, and
encouraging community members to report unsafe driving
behavior.

By addressing these factors through education, enforcement,
and community involvement, we can work towards reducing
the number of road accidents involving young drivers and
improving overall road safety for everyone.

Overseas visitors planning to trav-
el to Australia from some coun-
tries could be temporarily banned
in an attempt by the federal gov-
ernment to stop a wave of people
overstaying their visas due to the
war in the Middle East.

The proposed laws were hastily
introduced to parliament by As-
sistant Minister for Citizenship Ju-
lian Hill today, only 10 days after
the war began.

Both the government and Coali-
tion are concerned the conflict
could result in more people seek-
ing asylum once they travel to
Australia.

Mr Hill said the amendment was
to protect the “integrity and sus-
tainability” of Australia’s immigra-
tion system.

Under the changes, the govern-
ment would be able to stop some
people from nominated countries
entering Australia for up to six
months if they are on a temporary
visa.

Temporary visas are issued to peo-
ple for a range of reasons, includ-
ing for holidays, study or business.
Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister
Ted O’Brien said the legislation
had the Coalition’s in-principle
support.

“These powers are designed to
protect the integrity and sustain-

ability of Australia’s migration sys-
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New laws to temporarily ban people
coming to Australia from designated
countries

tem, particularly where interna-
tional events increased the risk of
visa overstays.”

Ministers, PM to designate banned
visa holders

The new laws would allow the
home affairs minister to make
what is called an “arrival control
determination” with the support
of the prime minister and foreign
affairs minister.

The minister would need to out-
line which particular temporary
visas the ban applied to and from
which countries.

It would be in place for up to six
months, but a new determination
lasting another six months could
then be issued once the first ex-
pires.

Parents who have a child in Aus-
tralia or those who have an im-
mediate family member who is
an Australian citizen would be
exempt.

Those holding a temporary pro-
tection, refugee or humanitarian
visa would also still be allowed to
travel to Australia.

It would not affect anyone already
in Australia before the determina-
tion was made.

The government has not named
which countries it is concerned
about in regards to visa over-

stayers.

Teenager charged after 15-year-old friend
killed in high-speed car crash

A teenage boy has been charged after allegedly speeding in a stolen

car before one of his friends was thrown from the vehicle and died.

Police allege the 17-year-old was behind the wheel of a stolen grey

Skoda sedan carrying six other teenagers aged between 14 and 16

when the chaos unfolded in Melbourne's west just after midnight on

Friday.
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WISHING YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY
ALL THE BEST

ON THE OCCASION
OF EID AL-FITR

Lvynda Voltz MP
MEMBER FOR AUBURN

P (02) 9737 8822 E auburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Shop 8, 2 Amy Street, Regents Park NSW 2143
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WISHING YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES A
PEACEFUL AND JOYOUS EID AL-FITR

Kylie Wilkinson MP
Member for East Hills

Phone: (02) 9772 2774
Email: easthills@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Address: 20 Reveshy Place, Reveshy

Authorised by Kylie Wilkinson MP,
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Matildas to take on nine-time Asian Cup winners China, with

The Matildas will take on a tough oppo-

nent in their Women’s Asian Cup semi-final
against China, the nine-time champions
now coached by ex-Matildas boss Ante Mi-
licic.

Milicic led the Matildas to the Round of 16
at the 2019 Womens World Cup, but he’s
been in charge of China since 2024.

He previously assisted Ange Postecoglou
with the Socceroos, Tony Popovic at West-
ern Sydney, and served as Macarthur’s first
A-League Men head coach.

Matilda’s current head coach Joe Monte-
murro said he had the “utmost respect” for

R

fe
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a familiar face on the team

Milicic.

“He sees the game holistically, but sees the
game for the reality that it is,” he said. “I
think that he’s one of the special coaches
that’s been produced in Australia”
Montemurro said the game would be a “tac-
tical battle” that hed need to prepare for off
the pitch.

“I know [Milicic is] going to throw some
things at us,” he said.

Milicic also has high praise for Montemurro,
describing the Matildas’ head coach as “in-
credible”

Before taking on the helm nine months ago,

Montemurro coached several women’s foot-
ball clubs in Europe, including Arsenal, Ju-
ventus and Lyon.

In a major boost to Australia’s victory hopes, vice-cap-
tain Steph Catley and star winger Hayley Raso could
return to the pitch after passing concussion tests fol-
lowing knocks they both sustained in matches last
week.

In other good news for Matildas fans, much-hyped
Chinese attacking-midfielder Wang Shuang will be
absent after being suspended due to an accumulation
of yellow cards.

What's the history between the two teams?

The Matildas, currently ranking 15th in the world, last
played China in a friendly series in 2024, securing a
2-0 win in Sydney.

China’s “Steel Roses”, which rank 17th, have won 19 of
44 games against Australia, with only one of those on
Australian soil.

Speaking on Sunday, Matildas defender Ellie Car-
penter said she expected the upcoming game to be “a
fight”.

“And whether that’s 90 minutes or extra time, we have
to put everything on the line, because that’s tourna-
ment football,” she said.

During the quarter finals, China beat Taiwan in a 2-0
win, and Australia defeated North Korea 2-1.

The Matildas’ game against China will be held at the
60,000-seat Optus Stadium in Perth and will kick off
at 6pm AWST (9pm AEDT), live on Network 10.

f EID MUBARAK

The NSW Liberal team wishes you and your family a blessed Eid al-Fitr

NATALIE WARD MLC

KELLIE SLOANE MP

MARK COURE MP

Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism,
Roads, and South-Western Sydney,
Member for Oatley

Deputy Leader of the NSW Liberal Party,
Shadow Minister for Transport and
Infrastructure, and Sport

Leader of the Opposition,
NSW Liberal Leader

MONICA TUDEHOPE MP
Shadow Minister for Finance,
and Western Sydney,
Member for Epping

JAMES WALLACE MP

Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations,

and Government Procurement,
Member for Hornsby

TINA AYYAD MP
Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for
Education, Families & Communities,

Youth and South Western Sydney,

JORDAN LANE MP
Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for
Multiculturalism, the Cost of Living and
Home Ownership & Rental Affordability,

Member for Holsworthy Member for Ryde

STEPHANIE DI PASQUA MP
Temporary Speaker, Shadow Parliamentary Secretary
for Jobs & Small Business, and Health,
Member for Drummoyne

TANYA DAVIES MP N
Member for Badgerys Creek s

LIBERAL

NEW SOUTH WALES

RAY WILLIAMS MP
Member for Kellyville

MARK TAYLOR MP
Member for Winston Hills

Authorised by Kellie Sloane MP, Parliament of NSW, 6 Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 2000.
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As the holy month of Ramadan comes

to an end | want to thank the Islamic
community for the generosity and charity
they have shown to every Australian during
the month of Ramadan.
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TﬂNY BURKE MP
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CIr Rachelle Harika
Deputy Mayor
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Best wishes to everyone
celebrating the blessings
of Eid. Wishing you, your
family and friends peace,
and happiness.

4% ED HUSIC MP

Office: Shop
Email:

vww, edhusic.c

FPhone:
om ¢

fhoreed by Ed Husic MP, ALP, Shop 41 Plumpton Marketplace, Cor Hyates & Jervey Poad, Plueston NSW 2761
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Wishing you joy, peace
and blessings this Eid
Al-Fitr. May this special
day bring you and your
loved ones happiness
and harmony.

Des et Moy

ClrBilal El-Hayek
MAYOR

City of Canterbury
Bankstown

Y Contactmeat: P 9707 9522 E Mayor@cbcity.nsw.gov.au

E] @MayorBilalElHayek @mayor _bilalelhayek @ClrBilalElHayek
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My family and | would like to wish you and your loved ones
a blessed Eid Al-Fitr.

May this special day fill your hearts with joy, peace, and
spiritual renewal, drawing you closer to those you cherish
and strengthening the ties of family and friendship.

May comfort and relief reach all who are suffering
around the world.
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FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BARTON

Jihad Dib MP Member for Bankstown
Office: Shop 21, Broadway Plaza Punchbowl NSW 2196
Phone: 9759 5000

Email: bankstown@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Authorised by Jihad Dib MP. Funded using parliamentary entitiements

Bayside Council

Soarving Our Commumity

On behalf of Bayside Council
staff, Mayor Edward McDougall
and Councillors, we wish

+
everyons s oyous Eid Mutark S EID

The past month of Ramadan
has been a time for reflection,
spirituality, family, friends and M U B z s R Z s K
harmony. .
4+

During this time of fasting, \ *
Prayer and contemplation, faith '.'

is renewed and strengthened while also showing
consideration and compassion for those less
fortunate - the hungry and the poor.

The past month has also been an opportunity
to improve understanding and tolerance -
qualities that form part of the rich tapestry of the

multicultural community here in Bayside. the blessings of this special month.

May you and your family enjoy

May this Eid bring joy and love to you and your
loved ones.

LIVERPOOL
Rockdale Library, 444-446 Princes Highway, Rockdale gleJNCIL "
Westfield Eastgardens, 152 Bunnerong Road, Eastgardens
Phone 1300 581 299 Web www.bayside.nsw.gov.au
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By Natalie Sukkarieh

Peace

Boring, one might say

But peace is the saviour of the day.
Something we must mould out of clay,
And wish and beg for it to stay.

A clear horizon,

With space to be wild.

Oh this is going to be fun,
I feel like a child!

Bad times come,

And bad times go,
Good times come,
Then bad turns to snow.

Wouldn't some snow be lovely?
Its ice cold and pure white,
The opposite of what comes from a fight.

Human to human,
Soul to soul,
Kindness and peace,
That is the goal.

We seem to forget that,
All for one and one for all,
They can tear us apart,
But we know not what for.

Humans seem to crave misery and destruction,
A reflection of the brains consumption,

Where bad is good,

And good is bad.

Isn't that sad?

To sit and talk,

Draw up some chalk

Put some food on your fork
And avoid any disputes

Like the ones you see in court.

So when all is quiet,

Don't start a riot.

Maybe rent a room at the Hyatt,
Or even start a new diet.
Whatever you choose to do,
Just don’t make me blue.

Now this is your queue,

It is peace you must pursue.

Sinner overcomes Medvedev to
lift first Indian Wells title

Jannik Sinner claimed his first title of the year with victory over Daniil
Medvedev in Indian Wells.

The four-time grand slam champion had had a slightly underwhelm-
ing start to the season by his stratospheric standards but he was peer-
less in the Californian desert, not dropping a set through the fortnight.
A tight, high-quality encounter against a resurgent Medvedev looked
like it would head to a decider when the Russian went 4-0 up in the
second-set tie-break but Sinner reeled off seven points in a row to
clinch a 7-6 (6) 7-6 (4) victory.

His first title at the BNP Paribas Open means Sinner has completed
the set of all the biggest titles on hard courts, winning the Australian
Open, US Open, ATP Finals and all six Masters 1000 events.

The 24-year-old told Sky Sports: “It has been a very, very tough tourna-
ment. In my mind I knew it was the only hard-court tournament of the
big ones I hadn’t won so I'm very happy about how I handled it. Seeing
Daniil playing again this level, it’s important for tennis”

He is also the only player to win back-to-back titles at Masters level -
the pinnacle of the ATP Tour - without dropping a set having done the
same in Paris at the end of last season.

Medvedev was bidding to join Novak Djokovic by beating Carlos Al-
caraz and Sinner at the same tournament, and he brought the same
aggressive, precision tennis that had seen him stun the world number
one in Saturday’s semi-finals.

But Sinner served superbly in scorching conditions, not facing a break
point throughout the match, and managed to come out on top in the
crunch moments.

The consolation for Medvedev, who was close to missing the tourna-
ment after he was caught up in the travel chaos in the Middle East, is
that he will return to the top 10 on Monday.

Sabalenka gets revenge and
caps fairytale week with Indian

Aryna Sabalenka saved match point as she earned revenge over Elena
Rybakina to win the Indian Wells title for the first time.

Sabalenka suffered a defeat to Rybakina in the final of the Australian
Open just six weeks ago, which continued a pattern of tough losses in
major finals for the World No 1.

But the four-time grand slam winner battled from behind to beat Ry-
bakina 3-6 6-3 7-6 (8-6) in two-and-a-half hours in the California des-
ert, holding firm in the match tiebreak.

Sabalenka’s struggles in major finals looked to be continuing, though,
after Rybakina broke her big-hitting rival when she served for the
match at 5-4 in the deciding set.

In boiling conditions, Rybakina then led 6-5 in the tiebreak, but Sa-
balenka saved the championship point with a scorching backhand
winner before going on to win the title.

Sabalenka had lost her two previous appearances in the Indian Wells
final, to Rybakina in 2023 and then Mirra Andreeva last season,
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Taronga Zoo Sydney is thrilled to intro-
duce the Fab Four at its newly opened
Rhino Reserve: Hari, a four-year-old Great-
er One-horned Rhino, joined by three
Asian Water Buffalo—Kahn, Sahasi, and
Babu. This dynamic group is settling into
their new home, and visitors can look for-
ward to spotting them during their ad-
venture these summer school holidays.

All four animals recently made the journey
from Taronga Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo
as part of a carefully coordinated convoy and
have spent the past couple of weeks getting
to know their new home. The Water Buffalo
travelled together in a specialised transport
unit, while Hari - weighing in at an im-
pressive 1.8 tonnes — followed a few days
later in a custom-designed transport crate.

Keepers from Taronga Western Plains Zoo
and Taronga Zoo Sydney spent months work-
ing together to prepare Hari for his move.
They helped him become comfortable with
his travel crate and even acclimatised him to
the sounds of Sydney by playing recordings of
tferry horns and planes. These small but pro-
gressive steps ensured Hari’s arrival and set-
tling-in period has been smooth as possible.

Senior Ungulate Keeper, Renae Moss said
the team was thrilled with how seamless the
move and arrival process for both species
were: “Animal moves of this scale take alot of
planning,and we’re very pleased to say all four
travelled without a hitch,” Moss shared. “The
best time to spot both species is first thing in
the morning, as soon as the gates open. Hari
already feels very confident in his barn, and
he is building his confidence outdoors every
day - we're seeing great progress,” said Moss.”

While Hari eases into his new surround-
ings, Kahn, Sahasi and Babu are already
becoming familiar faces at the Reserve.
The trio are building rapport with their
Sydney keepers and making full use of
the swimming hole and cascading water-
fall in the lower section of their habitat.
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Hari’s arrival marks the first time a Greater
One-horned Rhino has lived at Taronga
Zoo Sydney in more than a decade. Born
to Australia’s only breeding pair of this spe-
cies, he stands as a meaningful ambassa-
dor for rhino conservation and the ongo-
ing efforts needed to safeguard their future.

“These new arrivals are extraordinary ani-
mals, and together they help bring to life a
vibrant habitat that reflects the ecosystems
of India and Nepal,” said Nick Boyle, Ex-
ecutive Director of Taronga Zoo Sydney.

Despite a population recovery in recent de-
cades, the Greater One-horned Rhino re-
mains classified as Vulnerable. Hari’s story
represents both the progress made and the
conservation challenges that still lie ahead.

“Every visit to Taronga supports not only
our exceptional wildlife care, but also vital
conservation work around the world,” add-
ed Boyle. “Were proud to welcome these
remarkable animals to Sydney and look for-
ward to sharing their stories with our com-
munity” Taronga Zoo Sydney’s Rhino Re-
serve residents have arrived, with the Fab
Four beginning the next chapter of their
journey just in time for the summer holi-

days.
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New laws to crack down
on dodgy real estate
agents underquoting

New laws are being introduced in one state
to crack down on dodgy real estate agents
who underquote property prices to lure in
unsuspecting buyers.

Under the proposed legislation, agents in
NSW will be forced to publish an accurate
price guide on all advertising, ensuring buy-
ers won't be tricked by misleading estimates.
The practice of underquoting has long been
used by agents to generate more interest in
homes for sale, with artificially low price
guides attracting larger crowds to inspec-
tions and auctions.

Anyone caught breaking the new rules could
face a hefty fine of $110,000 or three times
their commission, whichever is greater.

“We are substantially increasing the fines to
take away the financial incentive for agents
to engage in this misleading practice,” Min-
ister for Better Regulation and Fair Trading
Anoulack Chanthivong said.

The new legislation is expected to pass state
parliament this week, marking a significant
win for property buyers who have long com-
plained about deceptive pricing practices in
the real estate industry.

Australian facilities
damaged in Iranian attack
on Middle East air base

Iran has launched an attack on an air base
in the Middle East where Australian soldiers
are stationed, starting a fire that damaged
Australian medical and accommodation fa-

cilities.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese revealed
that an Iranian projectile hit a road just out-
side the Al Minhad Air Base in the United
Arab Emirates about 9:15am AEDT today.

Iran War updates :Look back at how the day’s
events unfolded in the Middle East with our
blog.

It is not clear if it was a missile or drone
strike, but Mr Albanese said it started a fire,
which caused “minor damage” to an accom-
modation block and medical facility.

“I can confirm that no Australian personnel
were injured, and everyone is absolutely safe
at this point in time,” Mr Albanese said.

“There was minor damage to an accommo-
dation block and a medical facility due to a
small fire that was created as a result of that
projectile hitting a road leading up to that
base.”
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NSW Premier Chris Minns & Labor MPs
. wish you and your family a blessed Ramadan

Julis Finn MP
Miorribor for Granedlo
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Pofiamontany Seonskary for

Marmibar for Paramatta AT ¥ AT Merviber for |Lappington
Tompmry Spnakor 7 oy 1o o Gommamnont Wiep

Mamber for fwdsum kiomber for Riversione hernber for Cabramalta

Bamhonsod by Chs Minns MP, Prue Car MIP. S2ove Eampor MP ulia Finn MP Stephon Boll MP. Edmond A%ola MP. Greg Wanmen: MP, Kathan Hogarty MP. Donna Davis MP, Lynda Vol WP Warman Ky MP and T Vo MP. Fundod using Porfamentany Entitioments.




O The World Observer | 16th March | 2026

Local News

RFIMIIDI:IN MUBARAK

. .\L. L

h

Mayor Bilal El-Hayek Hosts Inspiring May-
oral Iftar Dinner

Mayor Bilal El-Hayek hosted the annual
Mayoral Iftar Dinner on Friday, 6 March,
bringing together around 400 guests in a
warm and inclusive gathering that reflected
the rich diversity of the community.

The evening welcomed a number of distin-
guished guests, including Minister Jihad Dib
MP, Ash Ambihaipahar MP, Mark Buttigieg
MLC, Kylie Wilkinson MP, Consul Gener-
al of Saudi Arabia Mashare Ali Bennaheet,
Consul of Lebanon Sarah Deraney, Deputy
Mayor Rachelle Harika -
stown Council, former Mayor Khaldoun

Canterbury Bank-

Asfour, and Councillors, alongside parlia-
mentarians, religious leaders, media repre-
sentatives, and members of the local com-
munity.

Guests gathered to break the fast and share

mmuwnrQWM
&
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a meal in an atmosphere of reflection, unity,
and friendship, embracing the true spirit of
the holy month of Ramadan.

In his address, Mayor Bilal El-Hayek spoke
about the profound significance of Rama-
dan, highlighting it as a special time to come
together with family, friends, and the wider
community. He emphasised the core values
of the holy month—unity, compassion, and
generosity—and encouraged everyone to ex-
tend kindness and support to those in need.
The Mayor also reflected on the strength of
Australia’s multicultural society, noting that
the country is built on respect, equality, and
harmony among people of all backgrounds,
religions, and cultures.

His message resonated strongly with attend-
ees, inspiring a renewed sense of together-
ness and community spirit. The evening
served as a meaningful reminder of the im-
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portance of inclusivity and shared values

within the City of Canterbury-Bankstown
community.

The gathering concluded with appreciation
extended to Mayor Bilal El-Hayek and the
City of Canterbury-Bankstown for hosting
a memorable and inspiring event that cel-
ebrated unity and cultural diversity.
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Cumberland City Council hosted a warm
and inclusive community Iftar dinner at the
Granville Centre, welcoming people from
diverse cultural and faith backgrounds.

The keynote address was delivered by Min-
ister Jason Clare, who highlighted the power
of sharing a meal in fostering respect, con-
nection, and understanding within the com-
munity. He noted that gatherings such as
these create meaningful opportunities for
people to meet, engage, and strengthen re-
lationships. Minister Clare also spoke about
enhanced safety standards for childcare
centres, stressing that government funding
would be tied to meeting required quality

Cumberland Council Brings Community Together at Iftar Dinner

and safety benchmarks.
Mayor Ola Hamed , alongside Lynda Voltz

MP and Julia Finn MP, reflected on the sig- §

nificance of Ramadan as a time that pro-
motes faith, generosity, and unity, bringing
communities together through shared val-
ues.

The event was attended by Minister Jihad S

Dib MP Mayors, councillors, community
leaders, and media representatives, includ-

ing Mamdouh Sukkarieh, Editor-in-Chief of (2

The World Observer.

Congratulations to Mayor Ola Hamed and

Cumberland City Council on hosting a suc-
cessful and meaningful community event.
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Someone's not bothered!
Kyle and Jackie O star
films himself joyously

committing a gross act in

elevator

e d ¥ o |

COMMERCIAL RADIO & AUDID

Kyle & Jackie O Show producer
‘Intern” Pete Deppeler appears
to be taking the end of break-
fast program in good stride
amid fears most of the staff who
worked with Kyle Sandilands
and Jackie ‘O’ Henderson could
lose their jobs.

ARN announced on Tuesday that
Henderson’s $100 million contract
has been terminated after she told
executives she ‘cannot continue
to work with Mr Kyle Sandilands’
following his harsh comments on
air that left her in tears.
Sandilands has been suspended
and given 14 days to ‘remedy’ the
breach, or else faces termination,
while Henderson has been offered
the possibility of an alternative
show on the network.

On Wednesday, the KIIS FM
staffer shared a cheeky montage
of clips taken over the past year in
which he is seen loudly farting in
an elevator.

‘Filmed myself farting every day
for a few months, he wrote next
to the footage.

Many of Deppeler’s celebrity
friends took to the comments sec-
tion to praise his unconventional
method of dealing with the end of
his show.

I love that the day after the big-
gest announcement ARN has ever
made this is your content, wrote
fellow KIIS FM presenter Laura
Byrne.

“This is the good news story we all
need, added Amy Gerard, anoth-
er KIIS FM employee.

Deppeler, known to listeners as

‘Intern Pete, has worked as a con-
tent producer, reporter and occa-
sional presenter for KIIS FM for
over a decade, while also regularly
attending exclusive red carpet
events to interview A-list celebri-
ties.

His bizarre act comes after staff on
The Kyle & Jackie O Show were
left shocked on Tuesday night
when they learnt the show would
be canned along with the rest of
Australia.

ARN, who owns KIIS FM, an-
nounced Hendersons $100 mil-
lion contract was terminated
via the market operator ASX on
Tuesday night.
According to radio industry
sources, KJO staff group chats
have been blowing up as produc-
ers face an uncertain future, with
some feeling like they have ‘no-
where else to go’ within the com-
pany, as ARN tightens its belt in
response to falling revenue.

The Mail is told workers were
‘blindsided’ by the collapse of
the popular program this week,
which came after Sandilands and
Henderson got into a bust-up on
February 20 over her interest in
astrology - an argument that end-
ed with her storming out of the
studio in tears and eventually de-
ciding to terminate her contract.
Now, the production team be-
hind the radio show are fearing
the worst, with many feeling it is
unlikely they will be redeployed
elsewhere at ARN because there
‘aren’t any jobs’

Madonna’s raunchy new music
video is set to ‘push boundaries
and reclaim her throne’ as the
Queen of Pop.

The singing icon, 67, who has
been known for pushing boundar-
ies throughout her career, doesn’t
planning on stopping her fight any-
time soon.

She has been working on a sequel
album to her 2005 album, Confes-
sions on a Dance Floor, which is set
for release this year.

The new album will be her first
since 2019’s Madame X.

And behind-the-scenes there has
been a lot of preparations under-
way for Madonna’s racy new video.
A crew of 200 people reportedly
descended on a top-secret location
in the UK this week to start work
on the adventurous video.
‘Madonna could have started draw-
ing her state pension last year! But
instead she’s been plotting a mas-
sive comeback;, a source told The
Sun.

‘And far from toning herself down,
Madonna is ramping up the sex.
This music video is going to push
boundaries and shock. She has em-
ployed a top intimacy co-ordinator
to be on set to make sure that ev-
eryone feels comfortable and that
everything theyre doing is in a
controlled environment.
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Madonna, 67, 'plans to
push boundaries with
raunchy new music video

‘Madonna never wants to be pi-
geonholed and although she’s three
years off turning 70, she wants the
public to know she is still the ulti-
mate pop sex symbol.

Daily Mail has contacted Madon-
na’s representatives for comment.
Madonna recently got fans excited
as she revealed she’s working on a
new album in an Instagram post
she shared with her 20 million fol-
lowers.

‘My Valentine’s Day gift to all my
fans is to let you know I'm putting
my heart and soul into my new mu-
sic and I can’t wait to share it with
you!” she wrote.

‘Confessions Part 2. Just nobody
tell Usher!, she concluded the post
that included photos from a studio
session set to her song Future Lov-
ers.

Sources have also claimed Madon-
nas new music video is ‘nothing
you have seen before.

Madonna recently released the
Confessions On A Dance Floor
Twenty Years Edition which cel-
ebrates the 20th anniversary of her
critically acclaimed Confessions on
a Dance Floor.

The album features 20 tracks, in-
cluding the original cross-faded
continuous mixed album version
along with eight additional songs.
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Delta Goodrem to
represent Australia at

Award-winning singer Delta Goodrem
will fly the Australian flag at the 70th
Eurovision Song Contest in Vienna,
Austria.

The 41-year-old pop icon will perform
her new single Eclipse to a global audi-
ence of more than 160 million viewers at
the Wiener Stadthalle in May.

The selection by Australian broadcaster
SBS marks the 11th Australian Eurovi-
sion entry since its first in 2015.

“Tm so honoured to represent Australia
on one of the biggest and most iconic
music stages in the world at Eurovision!
As a singer-songwriter, music has been
my lifelong passion,” she said in a state-
ment.

“T've always loved the creativity, indi-
viduality, and joy Eurovision brings,

A

connecting and uniting people across
the globe through music; the universal
language.

“This song is about alignment — when
things all come into the right place, and
it felt like the right moment to represent
Australia”

Goodrem signed her first recording con-
tract with Sony Music at age 15 following
her debut album Innocent Eyes, one of
the highest-selling albums in Australian
history.

The album pushed Goodrem onto the
global stage, producing five number one
singles.

Over her three-decade career, Goodrem
has sold millions of albums globally, in-
cluding nine number one singles.

i1

Sydney Writers' Festival
announces Randa Abdel-
Fattah for 2026 program

Palestinian Australian author Ran-
da Abdel-Fattah will be a featured
writer at this year’s Sydney Writ-
ers' Festival.

The festival confirmed Dr Abdel-
Fattah will feature in two sessions
within the program.

A statement from festival chief ex-
ecutive Brooke Webb and artistic
director Ann Mossop said Dr Ab-
del-Fattah is a “significant Sydney
writer”, adding the festival holds
“freedom of expression as a core
value”

It comes after Dr Abdel-Fattah was
uninvited from Adelaide Writers’
Week, part of the Adelaide Festival,
last month after pressure from the
South Australian government.
That decision set off a chain of
events resulting in the resignation

Roses are

of the Adelaide Festival's entire
board, and the writing event being
cancelled.

The Adelaide festival moved to un-
invite Dr Abdel-Fattah over previ-
ous comments that Zionists “have
no claim or right to cultural safety”
and a 2024 social media posting,
saying: “The goal is decolonisa-
tion and the end of this murderous
Zionist colony”, claiming in an ac-
companying video that Israel’s exis-
tence depended on violence against
Palestinians.

In a statement in response to ques-
tions from ABC News about that
comment, she said her “post made
clear that I oppose the espousing of
Zionist ideology [but] NEVER the
unsafety of Jews”

red and so
are flags: How to spot

romance scams

There’s a warning for lonely hearts looking for love online this Val-

entine’s Day.

Romance scams are on the rise, with Aussies swindled out of tens of
millions of dollars each year. It’s a lucrative market for offshore scam
centres, often backed by organised crime syndicates.

Romance rip-offs were the third most reported scam type in Australia
last year. There were more than 3000, with victims swindled out of an
eyewatering $28 million - 21 per cent more than the previous year.
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Middle East war...

If attacks expand to Iran’s uranium enrichment facilities, the risk is not lim-
ited to radiation. It also includes industrial chemicals used in production
processes. If leaked, these substances can contaminate soil and groundwater
for years.

International bodies such as the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) are watching closely, as structural damage could trigger the spread
of hazardous materials across the Persian Gulf region.

One of the highest-risk scenarios would be severe damage to a coastal nucle-
ar power facility. Contamination in the Gulf could directly affect desalina-
tion plants in GCC countries—critical water sources for tens of millions of
people.

War smoke and a carbon surge

Modern warfare relies on fighter jets, missiles and energy-intensive weap-
ons systems. The greenhouse gas emissions from even a short burst of mili-
tary operations can rival the annual emissions of smaller countries.

Strikes on oil depots or refineries would add another layer of pollution, re-
leasing carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide, and PM2.5 into
the atmosphere.

Major cities could face acute air-quality crises. Tehran, which already strug-
gles with persistent smog, could see conditions deteriorate rapidly. In Israel,
damage to energy infrastructure could generate toxic smoke plumes in in-
dustrial urban zones.

The Persian Gulf: a global ecological and economic pressure point

If fighting disrupts shipping lanes or port infrastructure in the Persian Gulf,
the risk goes beyond oil exports.

The Gulf is a semi-enclosed ecosystem. A single major oil spill can take de-
cades to recover from, with knock-on effects for:

If the Strait of Hormuz is closed or heavily restricted, vessels may need to
take longer routes—pushing up carbon emissions and immediately lifting
global logistics costs.

War meets the green transition

The conflict is creating a two-sided pressure on the global green transition.
On one side, higher energy prices may push some countries back towards
coal to curb costs. On the other, supply chains for solar panels, batteries and
clean-energy equipment that rely on Middle East routes could face delays.
Together, these factors could make the goal of limiting warming to 1.5°C
harder to reach.

International law under scrutiny

The destruction of environmentally significant infrastructure during war
may raise questions under principles reflected in the Additional Protocols
to the Geneva Conventions. Groups such as the Conflict and Environment
Observatory have begun tracking damage using satellite imagery, though
proving environmental harm in conflict zones is difficult and time-consum-
ing.

In the short term, markets may focus on oil and gold. Over the medium
to long term, damage to land, water, forests and seas could become a hid-
den cost exceeding military budgets. The core question is how long a region
already facing water stress can absorb these shocks—and what economic
security rests on if ecosystems begin to fail.
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lifts interest:.

POINTS IN ANTICIPATION OF THE RBA LIFTING RATES TODAY.

RBA

B\
——

THE RBA BOARD’S POLICY DECISION WAS MADE BY A SLIM MA]JORITY: FIVE MEM-
BERS VOTED TO INCREASE THE CASH RATE BY 25 BASIS POINTS TO 4.10 PER CENT,
WHILE FOUR VOTED TO LEAVE THE CASH RATE TARGET UNCHANGED AT 3.85 PER
CENT.

WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST, PETROL PRICES AND INFLATION

THE OUTBREAK OF WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST ON FEBRUARY 28 HAS HAD GLOBAL
RAMIFICATIONS FOR OIL AND GAS MARKETS.

FUEL PRICES HAVE JUMPED DRAMATICALLY IN AUSTRALIA IN RECENT WEEKS, EXAC-
ERBATED BY MOTORISTS PANIC-BUYING.

AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, BRENT CRUDE OIL WAS TRADING AT ABOUT $US70 A
BARREL.

BUT PRICES HAVE SURGED SINCE THE OUTBREAK OF WAR, TOUCHING $US116 A
BARREL LAST WEEK. IT IS CURRENTLY TRADING AT ABOUT $US103 A BARREL.

LAST WEEK, NAB ECONOMISTS WARNED THE RAPID INCREASE IN THE PRICE OF FUEL
IN AUSTRALIA COULD PUSH INFLATION ABOVE 5 PER CENT NEXT QUARTER IF THE
WAR WAS NOT RESOLVED QUICKLY.

TREASURY OFFICIALS HAVE ARRIVED AT A SIMILAR CONCLUSION.

THEY SAY HEADLINE INFLATION WILL BE 0.5 PERCENTAGE POINTS HIGHER NEXT
QUARTER IF THE PRICE OF CRUDE OIL AVERAGES US$100 A BARREL FOR THREE
MONTHS, OR 1 PERCENTAGE POINT HIGHER IF IT AVERAGES US$120 A BARREL.

HEADLINE INFLATION IS CURRENTLY RUNNING AT AN ANNUAL PACE OF 3.8 PER

CENT. THE RBA WANTS IT SITTING AT 2.5 PER CENT.
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Human Appeal

Dear Brothers and Sisters

As Ramadan comes to a close, | extend my heartfelt Eid Al-Fitr
greetings to our community across Australia.

Eid is a time of gratitude, reflection, and unity. As we celebrate
and enjoy this blessed occasion with our families and loved
ones, let us also spread happiness and continue giving, while
remembering those facing hardship and uncertainty.

| sincerely thank you for your generosity over the past year.

Your support has helped us reach thousands in need with
essential aid and hope. Yet, much work remains as many
communities continue to suffer.

This Eid, let us renew our commitment to compassion and giving.

May Allah accept your deeds and bless you with peace and
prosperity.

Bashar Al Jamal
Director

r.0] glalin | J.de.gg.iJII

Human Appeal

Alw.ays with, you on
the road to éOOc’ness.

Bashar Al-Jamal
Director
Human Appeal Australia

The Prophet #
said: “Whoever
helps a brother
in his time of
need, Allah &
will help himin
this life & the
next”. (Muslim]
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Reinforcement steel for all concrete slabs. Slaala (elid Jaxs

gﬁiﬂj E.rgcljlss:?:;gn and deliver sl Go-blil gl
Bondek sl Glasyliuus dils g
Concrete

Reinforcing Bar
Scheduling Service
Slab Mesh

Bondek

Waffle Pods O
Spiral Pier and Column Liners E ld m u bn 'Q I(
Steel accessories
Concrete accessories

Your Most Reliable Suppliers For Construction Materials

Reo Point was established in 2023 after separating from its sister company Pe-
ter and Son Building Supplies due to increased demand for our steel scheduling
service and supply as well as other products such as Concrete, Dincel, Waffle
Pods and Spiral Tubing. We pride ourselves on faster than average industry
turnaround times in scheduling and delivery, allowing you to get the job done
more efficiently.

80 Bryant Street, Padstow NSW 2211
02 8766 4580

sales@reopoint.com.au
Mon To Fri - 6am to 4pmSat - 7am to 12pm




dauleo y JE—
O The World Observer | 16th March | 2026 - T.01] ylal 11 | payjagdll @ﬂ

WISILOGISTICSEEE
WIS &
W) Be safe not sorry
b4 g
pu odlilgyellsyyls g
Eld IIIuImmk

NABEL ISSA

Director

RIS LOGlSTlCS F’TY LT@f@ fm
GREENACRE: NEW
B[ @ﬁ‘ﬂl.l]m R
19 NORTHCOTE RD GREENACRE

NEW SOUTH WALES, 2190 Australia
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Australian Syrian League
Wishing everyone
a ‘Happy and safe (Eid Al-fitr
MAY THIS SPECIAL TIME BRING LIGHT TO THOSE
SUFFERING HARDSHIP
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