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Excited revellers who gathered at drones began falling from the sky.

Sydneys Cockle Bay on Monday Nearly 90 drones malfunctioned
night got a more dramatic show during the 7.30pm performance

than they would have expected as of Star-Bound, part of the annual

Vivid Sydney festival. A total of 89 drones fell from the sky,

Footage captured by onlookers with most plunging into the water.

shows drones in a double helix ABC News reported that some

formation falling out of shape. Continued page 16

Camack cemancs
“eppalling’ ofiflotilla

Israel had been

Canadian Prime Minister Mark

“appalling” and

Carney told Israeli President described the situation in Gaza as

Isaac Herzog on Monday that the “catastrophic,” Carney’s office said

treatment of activists detained by Continued page 16
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conversation in the

A small business push to expand

“legitimate”

eligibility for existing capital wake of backlash against its plan.

gains tax concessions has been Treasurer Jim Chalmers was

acknowledged by Labor as Continued page 16
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Tony Abbott to be named new Liberal Party
president

Liberals call to mobilise after poll indicates One
Nation defeat

Former prime minister Tony Abbott
will be nominated unopposed to
become the next federal president of
the Liberal Party.

Abbott served as prime minister
from 2013 to 2015. The latest
move signals his re-entry into the
frontlines of politics.

He will be the only nominee
for the conservative party’s top
which  will

be confirmed at a federal council

administrative role,

meeting in Melbourne next week,
a senior Liberal official said late on
Friday.

“He'll be elected unopposed,” the
official said.

Former foreign minister Alexander
Downer had also been vying for the
top job in the party’s organisational
wing, but withdrew after Abbott

joined the field.

Downer will now contest for the vice
president. He is one of five nominees
for four  second-in-command
positions, an official said.

The new role will mark a return to
the political stage for Abbott, who
will succeed the current federal
president, former South Australian
senator John Olsen.

Abbott was deposed as prime
minister in 2015 following a
leadership spill led by then-colleague
Malcolm Turnbull.

His re-entry into political life comes
seven years after he lost his Sydney
seat of Warringah to Independent
Zali Steggall.at the 2019 election.
Abbott remains a hugely influential
figure among conservative Liberals,
including Angus Taylor, whose
brother Charlie formally nominated
Abbott for the presidency.
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Pressure is mounting on the Liberal
Party as a new poll indicates the
Liberals are at risk of being wiped
out by One Nation.

A RedBridge Group and Accent
Research poll of more than 6000
voters shows One Nation would win
between 46 and 59 seats if a federal
election was held today.

The research found that the
Coalition would not retain a single
seat in its former strongholds of
Queensland and Western Australia,
and would have no seats in South
Australia and Tasmania.

The biggest surge would be in
Queensland, where the party could
win up to 21 seats.

The result would be a remarkable
achievement for a party that has
never won a lower house seat at a
general election.

One Nation MP Barnaby Joyce told
ABC News it was “hubristic and
way, way, way ahead of ourselves” to
assume where the party would be at
the next election.

“Whats before us is an incredible
responsibility placed on us by the
Australian people.

“We'll rise to the responsibility, but

were not going to get carried away
with what may or may not be down
the track”

The poll indicates Labor would win
between 70 and 82 seats, a sizeable
drop from its current 94, and the
Coalition would win between seven
and 21 seats.

Accent Research political scientist
Shaun Ratcliff told ABC News if the
poll reflected how Australians voted
at a federal election, it would wipe
out the two-party system.

“It’s intense fragmentation,” he said.
“We see the Labor Party probably
winning a majority, but only just,
but with a real significant chance of
a minority Labor government”At a
Liberal Party conference in Victoria,
Angus Taylor told party faithful the
party must rid the nation and state
of “rotten” Labor governments.

“If the vote sprays, Labor stays,” he
told the crowd.

“Thave never seen a better time in my
political career to recruit supporters
and members to the Liberal Party.
“Let’s get them putting corflutes up,
let’s get them on the booths.”

Brothers of Bondi hero Ahmed Al Ahmed front
court over alleged threatening phone call

PHONE.

ON May 11.

ITWO BROTHERS OF BONDI HERO AHMED AL AHMED HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO STAY,
IAWAY FROM HIM AFTER THEY ALLEGEDLY VERBALLY THREATENED HIM OVER THE

OFFICERS FROM BANKSTOWN POLICE AREA COMMAND STARTED INVESTIGATING

85 North Terrace NSW 2200
Bankstown NSW 2200

Email:info@theworldobserver.com
www.theworldobserver.com

www.theworldobserver.com.au

THE TWO BROTHERS WERE LATER ARRESTED AFTER ATTENDING BANKSTOWN
POLICE STATION.

HoziFA AL AHMED AND SAMEH AL AHMED WERE BOTH CHARGED WITH USING
CARRIAGE SERVICE TO MENACE/HARASS/OFFEND AND GRANTED CONDITIONAL
BAIL.

AHMED AL AHMED BECAME A HOUSEHOLD NAME WHEN FOOTAGE OF THE BONDI
BEACH TERROR ATTACK IN DECEMBER SHOWED HIM CREEPING UP BEHIND ONE OF

THE GUNMEN AND WRESTLING A LONG-BARRELLED FIREARM _EROM _HIM
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By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

The 2026
Federal
Budget

-

The 2026 Federal Budget has generated significant discussion across Australia,

particularly around housing affordability, taxation reform, cost-of-living relief,
and long-term economic sustainability, Like every major budget, it contains
both advantages and disadvantages that affect individuals, businesses,
investors, and the broader economy in different ways.

One of the main advantages of the 2026 Federal Budget is its strong focus
on housing affordability. The government has proposed reforms to negative
gearing and capital gains tax concessions in an effort to make it easier for
first-home buyers to enter the property market. Many young Australians have
struggled to purchase homes due to rapidly rising property prices and investor
competition, by adjusting tax incentives that mainly benefit investors, the
government hopes to create a fairer housing market and improve access
for ordinary families. Supporters argue that these reforms could reduce
speculative investment and encourage more balanced housing opportunities.
Another positive aspect of the budget is the continued investment in
healthcare, education, and infrastructure. Increased funding for hospitals,
schools, TAFE, and public transport projects aims to improve essential services
and create longterm economic growth, these investments may also generate
employment opportunities across multiple sectors, helping stimulate the
economy during uncertain global economic conditions.

The budget also includes cost of living support measures for lower and middle
income households. Rising inflation, high grocery prices, electricity costs, and
mortgage repayments have placed pressure on many Australian families, tax
relief and targeted financial support may help ease some of these burdens.
In addition, wage growth initiatives and support for workers are viewed
positively by unions and community organisations.

The government’s support for renewable energy and electric vehicle incentives
is another advantage, policies encouraging cleaner energy and environmental
sustainability may help Australia transition toward a greener economy while
creating new industries and jobs in the future.

However, the 2026 Federal Budget also has several disadvantages and
criticisms. The proposed changes to negative gearing and capital gains tax
have created concern among investors and property owners, critics argue that
reducing investment incentives could discourage property investment, reduce
housing supply, and potentially increase rental prices, some economists warn
that uncertainty in the property market may negatively affect confidence and
economic activity.

Business groups have also raised concerns about possible increases in
taxation and regulatory reforms, some fear that higher taxes on trusts,
investments, or businesses could reduce private sector growth and discourage
entrepreneurship, small business owners in particular worry about rising
operating costs, interest rates, and economic uncertainty.

Another criticism is the growing level of government spending and national
debt, while investments in services and infrastructure are important, some
analysts argue that excessive spending may increase inflationary pressures or
create financial challenges for future governments, opposition parties have

questioned whether the budget is financially sustainable in the long term.

The National

Commission’s chief commissioner Paul

Anti-Corruption

Brereton has resigned from his role
three years into a five year term, saying
the public focus on him personally was
distracting from the body’s role.

Mr Brereton, who became the
organisation’s inaugural commissioner
in 2023, was found in 2024 to have
engaged in officer misconduct in his
role as head of the NACC.
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NACC boss Paul Brereton resigns, amid
pressure over misconduct, defence ties

He has since faced pressure over his
defence connections, with the NACC
inspector launching an inquiry into
the issues.

It was confirmed today in Senate
estimates that Mr Brereton had
received a draft copy of the inquiry
report two weeks ago.

Mr Brereton denied any wrongdoing
in announcing his resignation, which
will come into effect on July 6.

Another group of women and children
linked to Islamic State group return to

Fﬂ-‘i‘- E_2 ‘

Two flights carrying nineteen women
and children linked to the Islamic

State group have landed in Australia.

A large group left al-Roj camp in
northern Syria last week, with most
making it back to their home country
on flights from Qatar.

The cohort that arrived at Melbourne
Airport just after 4:30pm on Tuesday
included so-called ISIS brides Kirsty
Rosse-Emile and Kawsar Kanj,
and seven children, including an
individual who recently turned 18.
Four women, including Aminah
Zahab, her daughter Sumaya Zahab,
her niece Nesrine Zahab, and Hyam
Raad, along with six children, landed
aboard flight QR908 in Sydney about

an hour later.

The Australian Federal Police (AFP)
said their belongings were searched
and their devices downloaded as part
of “operational responses”

No-one was arrested or charged, but
the AFP said investigations into the
activities of Australians who had
travelled to Syria and returned were
ongoing.

Armed police officers patrolled the
arrivals area at Sydney International
Airport, although security presence
appeared consistent with normal
airport operations.

The women were escorted by officials
and police as they left through a side
exit.
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Australians returning home from Gaza-
bound aid flotilla allege abuse by Israeli

Australians who took part in a

flotilla attempting to deliver aid to
Gaza have started arriving home
after being released from detention
in Israel.

Eleven Australians were among 400
people detained by Israel last week in
international waters west of Cyprus.
Many of the group, including some
Australians, allege they suffered abuse
at the hands of Israeli authorities
while in detention, including broken
bones, sexual assault, being Tasered
in the face and being injected with
unknown substances.

Israeli authorities have dismissed
the allegations as false, claiming
detainees were “held in accordance
with the law”.

Seven Australians were due to arrive
in Sydney on Monday morning,
while others will land in Melbourne
and Brisbane.

Activist Violet Coco arrived at
Melbourne airport on Monday
morning, telling media she and other
detainees were abused in Israeli
custody.

She said Israeli authorities “beat,
tortured and sexually assaulted”
activists detained during the flotilla
operation.

She also claimed detainees suffered
fractures and head injuries, while
some people allegedly went
without insulin and blood pressure
medication for several days.

Coco alleged she was pushed through
a dark room, groped and repeatedly
struck while in detention.

Gemma O’Toole was the first of
the Australian activists to return
on Sunday night and made similar
allegations.

The 23-year-old student arrived at
Melbourne Airport, where she was
greeted by applause from friends and
family.

Speaking to the ABC, O’Toole

said she was “relieved” to be back
in Australia but described herself
as “deeply sad and traumatised”
following the ordeal.

“It is going to take me a while to
come to terms with whats happened
and everything I have seen,” she said.
O’'Toole alleged Israeli forces
subjected activists to physical
abuse and sexual violence while in
detention.

Surya McEwen, a dual diagnosis
care worker from Mullumbimby in
northern NSW, said the latest flotilla
was his third attempt to deliver aid.
During his most recent detention, he
was held for 80 hours and alleges he
was beaten in a room while Israeli
soldiers sang the national anthem.
Other Australians who were part of
the flotilla allege they were denied
food and water and physically
assaulted.

McEwen likened the prison ships
used by Israel to prisoner of war
camps with nowhere to sleep, few
toilets and platforms from which
soldiers indiscriminately fired rubber
bullets.

“Were all very tired, battered and
bruised,” he told the Australian
Associated Press during a stopover
before arriving in Sydney.

“I'am physically hurting a bit but also
have a strong resolve.

“While I was imprisoned, I thought
of the thousands of Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel, hundreds
among them children, and many
being held without reason.”

Israel’s foreign ministry has labelled
the flotilla a “provocation for the sake
of provocation” and has previously
denied the participants’ allegations
of abuse.

Israel’s prison services said detainees
were “held in accordance with the

»

law”.

Eid al-Adha
Mubarak

* Member for Blaxland | Minister for Education
apel Road, Bankstown NSW 2200
02 9790 2466
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ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Eid Al Adha is an important
celebration of love and sacrifice. On
this day, | extend my warmest wishes
for a happy and prosperous Eid.

Best wishes to

everyone celebrating

the blessings of Eid.

Wishing you, your -

family and friends — TONY BURKE MP
peace, and happiness. e Yt

<« FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WATSON

Office: Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl! 2196
Phone: (02) 9750 9088 Email: tony.burke.mp@aph.gov.au
Authorised by Ed Husic MP, ALP, Shop 41 Plumpton Marketplace, Cnr Hyatts & Jersey Road, Plumpton NSW 2761, a @TOﬂy_BUrke n TOﬂy Burke MP

Authorised by Tony Burke MP, Australian Labor Party, Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196

Eid al-Adha
Mubarak

=

On this blessed occasion of
Eid al-Adha, | extend my
warmest wishes to the

WISHING Muslim community. May
JOY AND PEA ON THIS SPECIAL this special day bring you
OCCASION OF EID AL-ADHA and your loved ones peace,

joy, good health and
abundant blessings.
Eid Mubarak!

Kylie Wilkinson MP | i " Lynda Voltz MP

Member for East Hills

Phone: (02) 9772 2774
Email: easthills@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Address: 20 Revesby Place, Revesby

Member for Auburn

(V) (02) 9737 8822
(&) auburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Authorised by Kylie Wilkinson MP, funded using parliamentary entitlements.
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Bhal Sty

Clr Bilal El-Hayek
[ V:\ (o]

City of Canterbury
Bankstown

Mayor Ola Hamed

Councillor for Granville Ward | Cumberland City Council

Contact me at: P 9707 9522 E Mayor@cbcity.nsw.gov.au
Q 16 Memorial Avenue, PO Box 42, Merrylands NSW 2160 QBEHH{E¥HUH

OWN K3 @MmayorBilalElHayek [E @mayor bilalelhayek BY @ClrBilalElHayek
. 028757 9856 ™& Ola.Hamed@cumberland.nsw.gov.au Gy

CIr Rachelle Harika

AL-ADHA

s ‘ . Wishing

+ <> + ou and vyour families
A <><>. atiandy

a Safe and

e Happy Eid al Adha

May you and your family enjoy cﬁ)‘é—é Jeﬁ

the blessings of Eid al-Adha

H\TIE(RPOOL [:HNT
COUNCILs E“NK

ERBURY
STOWN




Messages
@ The World Observer | 25" May | 2026
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MUBARAK

Wishing you and your family a blessed Eid Al-Adha.

Shop 7, 441 Hoxton Park Rd, Hinchinbrook NSW 2 168
02 B7AZ09TT = anne.stanley.mp@aph.gov.au
7 www.annastanlay.com.au

Autharised by Anne Stankay MP, ALP. 7441 Hoaron Pam Ra,
Hinchinbepok MSYW 2166
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footage
queues waiting to
Bverest

Astonishing footage has emerged from the roof of the world,
as hundreds of climbers queued to scale Mount Everest in
a single day.

There were a record 274 successful ascents of the world’s
highest mountain on Wednesday as climbers took advantage
of favourable weather.

“This is the highest number of climbers in a single day
so far; Rishi Ram Bhandari from Expedition Operators
Association Nepal told Reuters, referring to the record
from the mountain’s Nepalese side.

He said the tally could rise further because some climbers
who had got to the top might not yet have informed base
camp.

Everest can also be scaled from the northern face in China’s
Tibet but that route is closed this year.

Furtenbach Adventures said.

FID (IL-IDHA
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Ambihaipahar Zhi SOON iy

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BARTON

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BANKS

Authorised by Zhi Soon MP, ALP, 22 Revesby Place Revesby NSW 2212




Poem

YoYU b Yo | Sa)5ed) @

The World Observer | 25" May | 2026

By Natalie Sukkarieh
()]

oxygen

* It's like being able to breathe again,
After suffering from a drought of oxygen.

* We observe the lowly caterpillar,
Where his leaf is his pillar.

Unaware of the silk he will spin

And the chrysalis he’'ll settle in.

* Oh and how the days pass

Like droplets of rain on window glass!
* The butterfly creeps out so slight,
And pauses at the edge of light.

* The light spills warm across his wings,
A promise of forgotten things.

A moment frozen in time,

No thoughts or pretty things that rhyme.
* Dark brown and deep

Earth he sees that needs not speak.
A spark he didn’t think he’d find,
Lighting corners of his dormant mind.
* The cool wind hums a tune,

Filling the silence of empty rooms.
Like fingers on dusty keys

Playing old forgotten melodies.

* Like a child without a care,

Finding something buried there.
Notes returning soft and slow,
Waking things | used to know.

* Archives buried in my soul,

Pages written but never told.

With a pen used to carve,

The sound of laughter in my heart.

* It's like being able to breathe again,
After suffering from a drought of oxygen.

EID MUBARAK

WISHING YOL AND
YOUR FAMILY A BLESSED
EID AL-ADHA

Julia Finn MP

MEMBER FOR GRANVILLE
Parliamentary Secretary o the Premier
Parflamentary Secretary for the Arts
160 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands

P: 9637 1656

E: Granville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

‘Authorised by Julia Finn MP, Member for Granville, funded using parliamentary entittemenis’

p Y
A%
¢ Bayside
Council

On behalf of the Bayside
community, we wish you and your
family peace, harmony, good health
and prosperity on the auspicious

occasion of Eid al-Adha.
Eid Mubarak!

Bayside Customer Service Centres
Rockdale Library, 444-446 Princes Highway, Rockdale
Westfield Eastgardens, 152 Bunnerong Road, Eastgardens

Phone 1300 581 299 | 9562 1666
Web www.bayside.nsw.gov.au
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Kylie Wilkinson MP Hosts Fundraising Evening with Former
Premier Bob Carr

.f.lr’ﬂ W

LIE
wnmmsoﬂ MF! Uf

On Friday evening, 15 May 2026, Kylie
Wilkinson MP hosted a successful
fundraising event featuring former NSW
Premier and former Australian Foreign
Minister Bob Carr.

During his address, Carr spoke about the
achievements of the Labor government and
highlighted the importance of continued
investment in local communities. He also
praised Kylie Wilkinson’s efforts to secure
support and funding for major projects

across the East Hills electorate, including
upgrades to schools, TAFE facilities, and
the planned new hospital development.
The event attracted a distinguished
audience, including Minister Jihad Dib
MP, Anthony D’Adam MLC, Zhi Soon MP,
Lynda Voltz MP, and Mayor Bilal El-Hayek
- City of Canterbury Bankstown, alongside
Councillors Glenn Elmore, Enver Yasar,
and David Walsh. Also in attendance was
Mamdouh Sukkarieh, Editor of The World
Observer Media and uncle john.

Representatives from community
organisations, media outlets, and a large
number of supporters also attended the
evening, reflecting strong community
engagement and support.

The gathering highlighted growing
momentum behind the East Hills 2027
election campaign and reinforced a shared
commitment to addressing local priorities,
strengthening community services, and
delivering positive .
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A ABC Australian Arab Business Council Hosts 2026 Federal
Budget Briefing

On Wednesday, 13 May, the Australian Arab
Business Council (AABC) hosted its 2026
Federal Budget Briefing at La Castelle Venue in
Bankstown, bringing together business leaders,
community representatives, and professionals
for an informative evening focused on the
economic outlook and key budget reforms.
The briefing was presented by Farid L Zaki from
ATP Accounting & Taxation Professionals,
while the evening was professionally MCd
by AABC Secretary Genan Issa from Sabio
Finance.

At the beginning of the event, AABC President
George Bousamra welcomed attendees and
extended a special welcome to Thab Matar
MP from Lebanon, who was visiting Australia
during the dinner.

The session explored the impact of the 2026
Federal Budget on businesses, households,
and the wider community, with discussions
covering several major economic and taxation
reforms, including:

Fundamental reforms to the Capital Gains Tax
(CGT) regime.

Proposed changes to negative gearing for
residential property investments

Reforming the taxation of discretionary trusts,
including a proposed minimum 30% tax
Budget measures affecting businesses and
individual taxpayers

Research & Development (R&D) tax incentive
reforms effective from 1 July 2028

Fringe Benefits Tax (FBT) concessions for
electric vehicles

Government spending, savings, housing,
health, and defence priorities

Held in a warm and engaging atmosphere, the

event provided valuable insights into Australia’s

changing economic landscape and encouraged
discussion around the opportunities and
challenges ahead.

The AABC’s regular gatherings continue
to strengthen professional relationships,
encourage collaboration, and support members
in navigating evolving economic conditions.
With growing attendance and community
engagement, these events are playing an
important role in building a strong, connected,

and resilient business
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Minister

The Hon. Tony Burke hosted a
distinguished dinner on Thursday, 21 May,
at the Grand Roxy venue, attended by a
select group of ministers, parliamentarians,
local council representatives, as well as

a large number of ethnic community
representatives, media figures, and social
personalities.

The special guest of the evening was federal
Ali France MP, who was introduced by
Minister Sophie Cotsis with words of
appreciation for her achievements and

Tony Burke MP Hosts D

remarkable journey.

During her speech, France spoke about
the challenges she faced throughout her
personal and professional life, and how
she overcame many obstacles to reach

the Federal Parliament, highlighting the
importance of determination and serving
the community.

She also praised the Federal Government’s
efforts to ease cost-of-living pressures and
create better opportunities for young people
to enter the housing market despite the

YT oui Yo | 35 ﬂﬂ

ed Dinner

difficult global economic conditions. Her
speech left a strong and positive impression
on the audience, reflecting an inspiring
journey as a woman, mother, journalist,
athlete, and politician.

In his address, Minister Tony Burke
expressed his deep appreciation for ethnic
communities and the local community,
acknowledging their continuous support
throughout his political career. He
reaffirmed his commitment to representing
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Sam Kerr to leave Chelsea Football Club after six years

Matildas star Sam Kerr will leave Chelsea Football Club at the end of the season,
the club has announced.

In a statement, the London-based side confirmed that she would leave the club
after six and a half years.

“When I reflect on my Chelsea career and doing it for the last time [against
Manchester United this Saturday], I just feel happy,” Kerr said.

“Happy that it happened, and I feel so grateful to have played for this club for six
years and won as many trophies as we could”

The Australian football star has represented the club on 157 occasions, most
recently at a game on Saturday.

She has scored 115 goals during her time at Chelsea, one behind the side’s all-
time goal scorer Fran Kirby.

She has won five Women’s Super League titles, three FA Cups and three League
Cups throughout her time at the club.

Kerr is a two-time WSL Golden Boot winner and finished second in the Ballon
d’Or voting in 2023 before a torn ACL sidelined her for 20 months. She returned
earlier this season to score her 100th Chelsea goal.

Her last game will be a Women’s Super League home match against Manchester
United on Saturday afternoon, local time.

The 32-year-old has scored 16 goals in 29 appearances during this season’s British
Women’s Super League season.

The statement by Chelsea FC included no details of her plans.

Earlier this year, Kerr married her partner, Kristie Mewis, in Swan Valley,
Western Australia.

Currently the captain of the Matildas, Kerr led the team to success at the 2023
FIFA Women’s World Cup, but it was knocked out in the semi-finals.

The Matildas’ performance under Kerr in 2023 led to a surge in interest in the
sport in Australia, particularly among women.

Last year, Kerr was found not guilty of racially aggravated harassment after an
incident involving a London taxi in 2023.

Matildas squad named for
Mexico friendlies with teen
keeper included

Sam Kerr is also in the squad after playing her final game for
Chelsea, while Steph Catley returns from a calf injury and her
Arsenal teammate Caitlin Foord, currently on 148 caps, could
notch the 150-game mark for Australia.

Kyra Cooney-Cross, who missed the end of Arsenal’s season
to spend time back home with her mother, Jess, who has been
diagnosed with a rare and aggressive cancer, is not in the squad.

Midfielder Katrina Gorry, who recently finished up with West
Ham, is not included, nor are fellow veterans Tameka Yallop and
Michelle Heyman or defenders Clare Hunt and Charli Grant.
Coach Joe Montemurro has called up Adelaide United shot-
stopper Ilona Melegh, 17, for her first camp after a stand-out
A-League Women season.

Mackenzie Arnold and Chloe Lincoln are the other goalkeepers,
with Teagan Micah sidelined and Jada Whyman taking a break
from football.

Nottingham Forest midfielder Alana Murphy has been recalled.
The games will be a special occasion for Central Coast midfielder
Isabel Gomez, who is of Mexican descent.

Australia plays Mexico at Hunter Stadium in Newcastle on June
6, then at Western Sydney Stadium three days later.

The world number 27-ranked Mexico poses a significant step up
as the Matildas ramp up preparations for next year’s Women’s
World Cup.
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Taronga Zoo Sydney is thrilled to introduce

the Fab Four at its newly opened Rhino
Reserve: Hari, a four-year-old Greater
One-horned Rhino, joined by three
Asian Water Buffalo—Kahn, Sahasi, and
Babu. This dynamic group is settling into
their new home, and visitors can look
forward to spotting them during their
adventure these summer school holidays.

All four animals recently made the journey
from Taronga Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo
as part of a carefully coordinated convoy
and have spent the past couple of weeks
getting to know their new home. The Water
Buffalo travelled together in a specialised
transport unit, while Hari - weighing in at an
impressive 1.8 tonnes — followed a few days
later in a custom-designed transport crate.
Keepers from Taronga Western Plains
Zoo and Taronga Zoo Sydney spent
months working together to prepare Hari
for his move. They helped him become
comfortable with his travel crate and even
acclimatised him to the sounds of Sydney
by playing recordings of ferry horns
and planes. These small but progressive
steps ensured Hari’s arrival and settling-

in period has been smooth as possible.

Senior Ungulate Keeper, Renae Moss said
the team was thrilled with how seamless the
move and arrival process for both species
were: “Animal moves of this scale take alot of
planning,and we're very pleased to say all four
travelled without a hitch,” Moss shared. “The
best time to spot both species is first thing in
the morning, as soon as the gates open. Hari
already feels very confident in his barn, and
he is building his confidence outdoors every
day - were seeing great progress,” said Moss.”

While Hari eases into his new surroundings,
Kahn, Sahasi and Babu
becoming familiar faces at the Reserve.

are already
The trio are building rapport with their
Sydney keepers and making full use of the
swimming hole and cascading waterfall

Palb Rour arrive et Taronga Zoo Sydney)
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in the lower section of their habitat.

Hari’s arrival marks the first time a Greater
One-horned Rhino has lived at Taronga
Zoo Sydney in more than a decade. Born to
Australia’s only breeding pair of this species,
he stands as a meaningful ambassador
for rhino conservation and the ongoing
efforts needed to safeguard their future.
“These new arrivals are extraordinary
animals, and together they help bring to life
a vibrant habitat that reflects the ecosystems
of India and Nepal,” said Nick Boyle,
Executive Director of Taronga Zoo Sydney.

Despite a population recovery in recent
decades, the Greater One-horned Rhino
remains classified as Vulnerable. Hari’s story
represents both the progress made and the
conservation challenges that still lie ahead.

“Every visit to Taronga supports not only
our exceptional wildlife care, but also vital
conservation work around the world,
added Boyle. “Were proud to welcome
these remarkable animals to Sydney and
look forward to sharing their stories with
our community.” Taronga Zoo Sydney’s
Rhino Reserve residents have arrived, with
the Fab Four beginning the next chapter of
their journey just in time for the summer

holidays.
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New laws to crack down
on dodgy real estate
agents underquoting

New laws are being introduced in one state
to crack down on dodgy real estate agents
who underquote property prices to lure in
unsuspecting buyers.

Under the proposed legislation, agents in
NSW will be forced to publish an accurate
price guide on all advertising, ensuring
buyers wont be tricked by misleading
estimates.

The practice of underquoting has long been
used by agents to generate more interest
in homes for sale, with artificially low
price guides attracting larger crowds to
inspections and auctions.

Anyone caught breaking the new rules could
face a hefty fine of $110,000 or three times
their commission, whichever is greater.

“We are substantially increasing the fines to
take away the financial incentive for agents
to engage in this misleading practice,
Minister for Better Regulation and Fair
Trading Anoulack Chanthivong said.

The new legislation is expected to pass state
parliament this week, marking a significant
win for property buyers who have long
complained about

deceptive  pricing

practices in the real estate industry.

Cave diver reveals how
missing Laos group was
found as South Australian
joins rescue efforts

An Australian man is joining an international rescue
v+ squad to help retrieve a group of villagers trapped
.metres deep in a flooded cave in central Laos
Meanwhile, a Finnish diver at the centre of the rescue
efforts has described the extraordinary moment he found
.them alive

The group entered the cave in Xaysomboun province last
week to look for gold, but heavy rain caused a landslide
.and flash flooding that blocked their exit

Despite fears about their survival, specialist divers found
five men on Wednesday evening, a week after they went
missing

South Australian diver Josh Richards, who is renowned
locally for his efforts navigating deep and narrow
underground caves in the Limestone Coast region, told
the ABC the cave holding the men in Laos looked "scary
."as hell

Vision of their discovery by Thailand-based Finnish cave
diver Mikko Paasi and Thai diver Norrased Palasing was
Thai cave rescue, Y+)A reminiscent of the extraordinary
showing the group of men huddled on a rocky shelf,
.smiling back at rescuers

rescue, said he had Y+ YA Mr Paasi, who played a role in the
been sleeping less than three hours a night in the lead-up

..to locating the group
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Cate Blanchett asks why the
MeToo movement ‘got killed’

Australian star Cate Blanchett says she is

disappointed the #MeToo movement “got killed
very quickly” in Hollywood.

Blanchett has questioned why the initiative got
“shut down” when it had such a power to effect
change.

“It got killed very quickly, which I think is
interesting,” Blanchett said in a conversation with
moderator Didier Allouch at the Cannes Film
Festival on Sunday (local time).

“There are a lot of people with platforms who are
able to speak up with relative safety and say ‘this
has happened to me’. And the so-called average
woman on the street, person on the street, is saying
me too. Why does that get shut down?

“What the movement revealed is a systemic
layer of abuse, not only in this industry but in all
industries, and if you don’t identify a problem, you
can’t solve the problem?”

The #MeToo movement - in which women in the
public eye spoke about their experiences of sexual
misconduct in their careers — gained traction in
October 2017, following sexual abuse allegations
against Harvey Weinstein.

Blanchett, 57, also highlighted the continued
gender imbalance on film sets. She said she
thought being in male-dominated environments
had an “effect on the work”.

“I'm still on film sets and I do the headcount every
day. There’s 10 women and there’s 75 men every
morning,” she said.

“Ilove men, but what happens is the jokes become
the same.

“You just have to brace yourself slightly, and I'm
used to that. But it just gets boring for everybody
when you walk into a homogeneous workplace. I
think it has an effect on the work”

At the 2018 Cannes Film Festival, Cate was
president of the jury and led a women’s march in
which 82 woman - including Kristen Stewart, Lea
Seydoux and Ava DuVernay - held hands to walk
up the steps of the Palais des Festivals. The march
highlighted the fact that, until that point, just 82
women had competed at Cannes - in contrast to
1866 male directors from the same period.
“Women are not a minority in the world, yet the
current state of the industry says otherwise,” she
said at the time.

“As women, we all face our own unique challenges,

but we stand together.

‘A spark’: Rumours swirl about Pamela Anderson and Tom
Cruise

The Hollywood rumour mill has gone into

overdrive amid speculation that Baywatch

icon Pamela Anderson is romantically
involved with fellow A-lister Tom Cruise.
The buzz, which comes after Anderson was
last year linked with her Naked Gun co-star
Liam Neeson, appears to have begun with
an unverified claim that there is “a spark”
between the pair.

American tabloid The National Enquirer
reported last month that Cruise, 63, and
Anderson, 58, have been “keeping in touch”
since he reached out to congratulate her for
her Golden Globe-nominated performance
in acclaimed 2024 film The Last Showgirl.
“The movie got people to see Pam in a very
different light, including Tom,” it quoted a
source as saying.

Further fuelling speculation, The Daily Mail
reported this month that a source had told it

Anderson was “making room for love in her

Man, 20, charged
over alleged rape of
elderly woman in own
Palmerston home

A 20-year-old man has been charged with
several offences after allegedly raping an
elderly woman in her own Palmerston home.
On Saturday, the Northern Territory Police
Force (NTPF) said they had charged the man
with sexual intercourse without consent,
aggravated burglary, aggravated assault and
depriving a person of personal liberty.

The incident occurred on Wednesday night
about 8:50pm in Woodroffe, outside Darwin,
after the man entered the woman’s house
through the front door.

Following the alleged attack, police said he
fled the scene before being arrested on Friday
night by the NTPF’s Fugitive Task Force.
Detective Senior Sergeant Toby Wilson said
the alleged crime was “particularly heinous”.
“This arrest reflects a co-ordinated effort by

life” after a busy few years in the entertainment
industry.

However, there has been no official comment
from either actor, and some celebrity watchers
believe it may all be a publicity stunt.

“To be fair, Pamela’s having a career resurgence
right now so naturally I think people are
linking her to huge stars,” American reporter
and podcast host Kinsey Schofield told Sky
News.

“T'll believe Tom Cruise is dating someone
when Tom Cruise confirms it himself -— and
even then I'll wonder if it was manufactured
by Scientology, OK?

“Hollywood romance rumours are basically a
marketing strategy.”

Schofield also noted that celebrity watchers
were still “really confused” by the stories
about Anderson’s relationship with Neeson,
which was sparked by their intimate rapport
while promoting The Naked Gun last year.

O

Sex Crimes Unit, Forensics, Fugitive Task

Force, Domestic Violence Investigation Unit,
General Duties, Serious Crime, Territory
Intel, CCTV operators and Dog Operations
Unit,” he said.

“The Sex Crimes Unit remains dedicated to
supporting victims of sexual violence while
relentlessly pursuing and prosecuting those
responsible”

The man is expected to appear in Darwin
Local Court on Monday and remains in
custody.

The NTPF launched Operation Ventura last
Monday to combat rising crime and anti-
social activity in the Palmerston area.

Recent crime statistics trends show a rise
in assaults and property offences across
Palmerston.
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Judge rules Spain must pay Shakira $100m after tax

Colombian pop star Shakira has issued a scathing
statement about her “brutal” eight-year legal battle
after being acquitted of tax fraud by Spain’s High
Court.

The court overturned a €55 million ($89 million)
fine imposed on the Hips Don’t Lie singer in 2021
by the Spanish tax agency.

Acting on Shakira’s appeal, the court ordered the
Treasury to reimburse her with more than €60
million ($98 million), including interest.

The judge ruled authorities had failed to prove
Shakira spent more than 183 days in Spain in 2011,
as required by Spanish law to be considered a tax
resident in the country.

At the time, the Ktax agency had argued Shakira
was linked to Spain through her relationship with
former FC Barcelona footballer Gerard Pique and
had her centre of activities in the Mediterranean
country.

But the High Court ruled the fines were unlawful
as they were “based on the assumption that the
appellant’s tax residence was in Spain for the 2011
fiscal year, a Kfact which has not been proven”
Shakira released a lengthy statement in response
to the ruling, saying she had endured a “brutal”
and “orchestrated” campaign to “destroy my
reputation”

She said she had suffered sleepless nights that
ultimately affected her health and her family’s
wellbeing.

“There was never any fraud, and the administration
itself was never able to prove otherwise, simply
because it wasn’t true,” she said.

“However, for nearly a decade, I was treated as
guilty.

Bruce Willis has
‘sweetness’ as he lives
with dementia

Rumer Willis says her father Bruce Willis has
developed a “sweetness” amid his battle with
dementia.

The Die Hard actor was diagnosed with
frontotemporal dementia in 2023 following an
earlier aphasia diagnosis in 2022.

And his eldest daughter with ex-wife Demi Moore
has seen her father go from the “macho” man
famous in Hollywood to a much gentler person.
“I'm so grateful I get to go see him,” Rumer told
The Inside Edit podcast.

“Even though it’s different now, I'm so grateful”
Rumer said: “There’s a sweetness. He’s always been
this kind of macho dude and there’s like a — fragile
is not the right word but — just a tenderness that
maybe being Bruce Willis might not have allowed
him in a certain way”

In November, Rumer admitted Willis did not
always recognise her any more, but said was still
“grateful” to be able to connect with him.

“I'm so happy and grateful that I still get to go and

“Every step of the process was leaked, distorted,
and amplified, using my name and public image
to send a threatening message to the rest of the
taxpayers.

“Today, that narrative collapses, and it does so with
the full force of a judicial ruling.

“My greatest wish is that this resolution sets a
precedent for the Tax Authority and serves the
thousands of ordinary citizens who are abused and
crushed every day by a system that presumes their
guilt and forces them to prove their innocence at
the cost of emotional and financial ruin.

“This victory is dedicated to them.

The ruling can still be appealed before the Supreme
Court and does not affect tax years after 2011.
“This decision comes after an eight-year ordeal
that has taken an unacceptable toll, reflecting a
lack of rigour in administrative practice,” Shakira’s
lawyer, Jose Luis Prada, said.

In November 2023, Shakira reached a deal with
prosecutors to avoid a trial in Barcelona over

hug him,” she said in an Instagram Stories video.
“I'm so grateful that when I go over there, and I
give him a hug, whether he recognises me or not,
that he can feel the love I've given him, and I can
feel it back from him.

“That I still see a spark of him, and he can feel the
love that I'm giving.

“So that feels really nice.

“I just feel grateful that I get to go over there with
[daughter] Louetta and we get to spend time with
him, and I get to feel the love that he has for me,
and that I can love him and be with him.”
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Delta Goodrem wins
praise as Australia places
fourth at Eurovision

Delta Goodrem’s fourth-placed Eurovision finish

has dashed Australias hopes of winning the
world’s biggest song contest for the first time but
won resounding praise for the “iconic” singer.
The former Neighbours star dazzled at the grand
final of the Eurovision song contest in Vienna,
Austria, early on Sunday morning Australian time.
Performing her power ballad Eclipse, Goodrem
had been considered one of Australia’s best
chances for the top prize since Dami Im finished
second in 2016.

While voters loved her, she couldn't beat the
Bulgarian singer Dara, whose party anthem
Bangaranga took out the 70th edition of the
contest in the first win for the eastern European
nation.

Goodrem thanked those who supported her along
the Eurovision journey after the release of the
results.

“Representing Australia on the Eurovision stage
and being part of this incredible community
has been unforgettable,” the 41-year-old singer-
songwriter said.

“I'm so grateful for all the love and support from
home and around the world. It has carried me
every step of the way”

Performing eighth out of 25 acts, Goodrem stood
at a sparkling, golden piano, dancing across the
keys and belting out the lyrics, “One touch, one
kiss, all my life for a night life this”

As the song rose to a crescendo, she ascended to
a platform that rose from the instrument while
sparklers and fog machines unleashed behind her.
Eurovision tragics, draped in flags, wigs and
everything from fanciful golden gowns to
traditional European clothing, braved the early
morning chill across Australia to watch Goodrem
sing.
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witnesses saw drones hitting the marina wharf.

There have been no reported injuries, and a Vivid Sydney spokesperson told
SBS News that, to their knowledge, no drones landed outside the designated
exclusion zone.

There were around 1,000 drones in total used in the display, intended to

showcase natural patterns in the universe.

Radio frequency ‘anomaly’

SkyMagic, the UK company that put on the drone show, told SBS News the
malfunction was caused by an “unforeseen change in the radio frequency”
“This anomaly caused a number of drones in the fleet to enact fail-safe landing
procedures in response to compromised positional accuracy”

None of the drones escaped the show’s safety boundary, the company said,
adding that those that ran into the geofence boundary — a virtual perimeter
that restricts where drones can fly — had “shut down to preserve the safety
zone resulting in them falling into the water”.

The company said the issue wasn't encountered during testing, rehearsal and
“pre-flight checks performed immediately before take-off”.
“During/mid-flight, the system reacted appropriately and safely as did the
pilots and crew;’ it said.

A Vivid Sydney spokesperson said public safety was “always the number one
priority”.

“The specialist operators identified a technical issue and made the decision
to safely discontinue the show in line with standard safety protocols,” the
spokesperson said.

“We apologise for the disappointment and inconvenience caused to attendees.”

Several upcoming shows cancelled

Two Star-Bound shows were due to be held nearly every night from Sunday to
Wednesday during the festival, which runs from 22 May until 13 June.

Shows planned for Tuesday and Wednesday this week have now been cancelled
to allow time for a full assessment, the Vivid Sydney spokesperson said.

SBS News understands that a decision is yet to be made about shows from
Sunday 31 May onwards.

In the lead-up to the festival, NSW Jobs and Tourism Minister Steve Kamper
said Star-Bound was the “biggest drone show program in Vivid Sydney’s
history”.

He also described SkyMagic as a “world-leading” company and said it was
responsible for “some of the most complex and awe-inspiring drone displays
ever seen on the planet”

“Sydney Harbour will become a living canvas of light, movement and
storytelling, and whether you're bringing the kids for the first time or enjoying
a night out with friends, Star-Bound will offer a unique and memorable
experience for all”

For those in attendance during Monday’s malfunction, it likely was quite a

memorable experience, but perhaps not for the reasons Kamper envisioned.

“The Prime Minister reiterated that the appalling treatment of civilians,

in a statement.

including Canadian citizens, aboard the Gaza-bound flotilla was unacceptable,
and he called for an independent investigation,” the statement said.

Carney, it said, also reaffirmed Canada’s opposition to illegal Israeli settlement
expansion, settler violence in the West Bank, and violence against Palestinian
civilians.

Although Carneylast week denounced Israel’s handling of the flotilla members,
the broad scope of his condemnation on Monday underlines Xhow strained
ties have become between Israel and some of its closest allies.

Israel has repeatedly said flotilla activists were linked to Hamas but has not
provided evidence.

“The two leaders agreed that Iran is a regional and global threat and must
never be allowed to obtain a nuclear weapon,” Herzog’s office added.

Activists released after being detained on a flotilla trying to bring aid to Gaza
were subjected to abuse, organizers said, with several hospitalized Kwith
injuries and at least 15 reporting sexual assaults, including rape. Israel’s prison
service denied the allegations.

Flotilla organisers say they aimed to break Israel's blockade of Gaza by
delivering humanitarian aid, which charities say is still in short supply despite
a U.S.-brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in place since October
2025 that includes guarantees of increased assistance.

careful not to rule extending CGT carve-outs for small business in or out on
Wednesday as he confirmed he was “aware” concerns with the proposal went
beyond startups.

“There are legitimate issues when it comes to startups, there’s a legitimate
conversation going on with the small business sector;” he said.

Small business groups want the federal government to lift the thresholds for
CGT concessions to companies with an annual turnover of up to $10 million
and net capital assets under $12 million.

Labor plans to first legislate replacing the 50 per cent CGT discount with
a reduction tied to inflation and will then finalise narrow carve-outs for
businesses disproportionately impacted by the proposal.

Chalmers ‘aware’ of small business concerns

When asked directly if Labor was leaving the door open to changing the
existing CGT rules for small business, Mr Chalmers said he was simply
acknowledging the issue was being raised by the sector.

“I'm saying that there are four existing concessions and carve-outs for small
business, and one of the things that we've been lobbied about in the consultation
to give you an example of some of the issues that have been raised,” he said.

Mr Chalmers then clarified one reason for mentioning the existing carve-
outs were to combat “dishonest” reactions to the budget suggesting Labor was
taking away those concessions.

“There are four concessions and carve-outs for small business in the existing
CGT arrangements, and we're not changing those,” he said.

“They will still be available to people after the change is made”

Thousands of small businesses not eligible for CGT concessions

The four exemptions for CGT, which is paid when a company is sold, are only
available to small businesses with a turnover over under $2 million and net
assets of under $6 million, with those thresholds remaining unchanged since
2007.

These include a full exemption for anyone aged 55 and over who is selling
their business after more than 15 years to retire, as well as a 50 per cent CGT
reduction that applies after the standard deduction upon the sale of “active”
assets used in running the company.
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Eastern delight
*Shop 376 South Terrace Bankstown
Bankstown central
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