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Spain has beaten Argentina 1-0
to win the 2026 World Cup, with

Ferran Torres coming off the bench

to score the winner in extra time

against 10-man Argentina.

Torres’s goal came at the start of
the second period of extra time,
after a furiously tense final at the

New York/New Jersey stadium in
Meadowlands ended goalless after

90 minutes.

The win gives Spain its second men’s

World Cup title, echoing the extra-
time goal by Andrés Iniesta in 2010
that led to its first title.

Continued page 16

Sinner wins back-to-back Wimbledon

Jannik  Sinner has won the
Wimbledon mens title for a second
straight year, downing Alexander
Zverev in four sets on Monday
morning (AEST).

The Italian world No.1 dropped the

first set to his German rival but took
the match 6-7 (7), 7-6 (2), 6-3, 6-4 to
claim the coveted silverware.

Jannik Sinner of Italy celebrates
winning

championship  point

Continued page 16

US planning war-ready weapons
stockpile in Australia

The US will set up a permanent
stockpile of battle-ready arms for
its Marine Corps in Australia,
AFP has reported after reviewing
tender documents and receiving

confirmation from officials.

China has repeatedly denounced
military cooperation between the
US and Australia, accusing the two
nations of undermining security in
the Asia-Pacific Region and having
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Immigration Minister Tony Burke says
migration is 'continuing to get lower

Immigration Minister Tony Burke

has claimed Labor has steadily
reduced migration levels, despite
official figures showing it hasn’t met
a single one of its migration targets.
Mr Burke told Sky News Sunday
Agenda  that the  Albanese
government had reduced migration
figures by 45 per cent from their
peak in 2023.

“We've already got (immigration
numbers) down 45 per cent from
where they were, and as the budget
papers make clear, we continue to
get them lower,” he said.

The government has consistently
stated its aim is to bring migration
down toward 225,000 per year, but
has failed to meet it every single year
since being in power.

The latest budget figures showed
migration remained above forecast,
with 2025-26 levels coming it at
310,000, compared with previous
estimates of 295,000.

Overall net overseas migration is
now projected to total around 1.2
million people between 2025 and
2030.

In order to reach its migration
target, the Albanese government
would effectively need a cut of about
100,000 people coming into the
country versus leaving per year.
“Effectively what we need to be
looking at is who arrives, who leaves
and who stays,” Mr Burke said.

“We simply can’t be in a situation
where we ignore the fact that we
need to bring these two issues of
housing supply and immigration
numbers into line”

He pointed to the government’s
“70:30” split to welcome 70 skilled
migrants for every 30 family
migrants.

He also referenced tighter student

visa settings and adjustments
to working holidaymaker
arrangements.
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fuel excise cut will continue to lesser extent
until August

The federal
extended its cut on the fuel excise

government  has

but at a smaller discount.

The 32 cents per litre cut will drop
to 16 cents per litre and the Heavy
Vehicle Road User Charge will
increase to 16 cents per litre.

Both temporary measures were
originally set to expire on June
30 but will now be dropped back
between July 1 and August 2, before
tapering oftf completely.

However, Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese would not rule out another
extension of the discount beyond
July.

Here’s what we know.

Why has it been extended?

The federal government halved the
fuel excise in March to buffer the
impact of rising oil prices in the wake
of the US-Israeli attack on Iran, and
subsequent disruption to shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz.

On Sunday, Mr Albanese said the
government welcomed the end to
the war in the Middle East, and the
subsequent substantial drop in fuel
prices as a result.

But, he said Australians were still
under pressure.

“The 16 cents a litre extension to the
fuel tax cut that we've announced
today will reduce the cost of a 65
litre tank of fuel by around $11,” he
said.

Mr Albanese warned that it could
take several months for fuel costs
to return to “normal” due to the
ongoing effects of the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

Today, Iran said it had closed the
Strait of Hormuz because of Israel’s
continued attacks in Lebanon, but
the US says traffic is continuing to
flow.

The US military said 55 merchant
ships transited on Saturday, local
time, with more than 17 million
barrels of oil.

What is the fuel excise?

The federal government halved its
excise on petrol and diesel for three
months after major disruptions
to the fuel supply chain and a
subsequent shortage.

It reduced fuel costs by 26.3 cents
per litre.

Once implemented, prices that
rose to about $3 per litre for diesel
in some capital cities began to fall
significantly.

Australian retail diesel prices were

down 31 per cent and petrol prices
down 29 per cent for the five largest
cities as of May 27.

The fuel excise is a sales tax levied
by the government on petrol and
diesel.

It is paid wholesale by the fuel
importer and seller and then passed
on to consumers at the pump.

It is indexed twice a year.

The standard fuel excise is 52.6 cents
per litre, according to the Australian
Automobile Association.

How much will fuel prices go up on
July 12

Prices will go up by 16 cents per litre
until August.

The original cut to the fuel excise of
32 cents per litre saved about $23
per tank.

The new 16 cents per litre discount
will save about $11 on a standard
65-litre car.

The changes mean prices are set
to jump slightly but experts told
the ABC earlier this month that it
shouldn’t be a dramatic jump.

“Even with the return to higher
excise, the retail cost of petrol won't
be way out of line with historical
levels, at least in inflation-adjusted
terms,” University of Queensland
economics professor John Quiggin

said.

What about supply?

As of June 16, Australia has in
reserve:

. 44 days of petrol

. 39 days of diesel

. 32 days of jet fuel.

A reported 3.9 billion litres of crude,
diesel, jet and petrol is scheduled to
arrive from overseas in the next four
weeks. Some of this is already on
ships in transit and some is awaiting

departure.
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By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Road
safety

There has been a recent surge in road accidents, predominantly attributed to
young drivers. This trend has raised significant concerns among parents, the

wider community, and authorities regarding road safety.

There are several factors that contribute to the high incidence of road
accidents among young drivers:

Lack of Experience: Young drivers often lack the experience necessary
to handle challenging driving situations effectively. They may not have
encountered various road conditions or learned how to react appropriately

in emergencies.

Risky Behavior: Some young drivers engage in risky behaviors such as
speeding, distracted driving (e.g., texting while driving), driving under the
influence of alcohol or drugs, and not wearing seat belts. These behaviors

significantly increase the likelihood of accidents.

Peer Influence: Peer pressure can also play a role in encouraging risky driving
behaviors among young people. They may feel pressured to impress their

friends or engage in reckless driving to fit in with their peers.

Overconfidence: Some young drivers may exhibit overconfidence in their

driving abilities, leading them to take unnecessary risks on the road.

Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach involving education,
enforcement, and community involvement:

Education: Comprehensive driver education programs should be implemented
to teach young drivers about the rules of the road, safe driving practices, and
the consequences of risky behavior. These programs should also emphasize

the importance of responsible decision-making while driving.

Enforcement: Law enforcement agencies should enforce traffic laws rigorously,
particularly targeting behaviors such as speeding, distracted driving, and
driving under the influence. Strict penalties should be imposed on those who

violate these laws to deter others from engaging in similar behavior.

Parental Involvement: Parents play a crucial role in shaping their children’s
attitudes and behaviors towards driving. They should set a positive example
by practicing safe driving habits themselves and actively discussing road
safety with their children.

Community Engagement: Engaging the community in road safety initiatives
can help raise awareness about the issue and foster a culture of safe driving.
This can involve organizing educational events, promoting safe driving
campaigns, and encouraging community members to report unsafe driving
behavior.

By addressing these factors through education, enforcement, and community
involvement, we can work towards reducing the number of road accidents

involving young drivers and improving overall road safety for everyone.
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Auction clearance rates fall to lowest level
since pandemic, reflecting 'lack of confidence'

Auction clearance rates have hit

levels not seen since the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic, falling below 50
per cent over the past week.

The weighted average for auction
clearance rates across Australia was 47
per cent.

It was the first time since April 2020
that they had dropped under 50 per
cent.

And once the data is finalised,
the numbers could be even lower,
according to Tim Lawless, research
director with information services
company Cotality.

“Probably seeing the final clearance
rate around the low-to-mid 40 per
cent range, which again we haven't
seen since the initial lockdowns of the
global pandemic,

Mr Lawless said.

Last week in Sydney, 166 auctions
were withdrawn — the largest number
out of the capital cities, according to
Cotality’s data.

Only 225 out of 645 total auctions
were cleared.

There were a lot of factors driving the
low clearance rates, Mr Lawless said.
“We have seen a recent acceleration
in the downwards trend, but we were
seeing clearance rates coming down in
line with higher interest rates with a
crisis in confidence amid the Iran war
and higher inflation,” he said.

“Ithink it’s fair to say that, post-budget,
we've probably seen a further blow
to confidence that is seeing clearance
rates fall even further”

Last week, the Reserve Bank kept
interest rates on hold at 4.35 per cent,
after three rate increases earlier this

year.
The decision came after recent data
showed that Australia’s economy
had lost momentum and that
unemployment had risen.

There is a “lack of vendor confidence”
in testing the market, according to Mr
Lawless.

“I think absolutely, we should expect
there’s going to be a further loss of
momentum in the pace of growth in
housing values,” Mr Lawless said.

He said people looking to sell their
homes needed to be “quite realistic”
about what the market would be
willing to pay.

“For buyers, they’re back in the driver’s
seat in many ways; they've got more
stock to choose from,”

he said.

“There’s clearly less urgency in the
market, and they can negotiate harder,
so it is very much a buyers market
now in most markets””

Sydney and Melbourne housing values
have been falling since late last year,
with mid-size capitals also losing
momentum, Mr Lawless said.

“The last four weeks, Adelaide home
values are only up 0.3 per cent — that’s
the lowest we've seen in more than a
year, he said.

“Brisbane’s up half a per cent in four
weeks.

“Perth’s now up 0.9 per cent, which is
still a really strong rate of growth, but
it’s less than a third of what it was at
the end of last year”

A minimum 30 per cent tax on
capital gains will be introduced from
July 2027, while negative gearing on
residential property will be restricted
to new builds.
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ATO reveals top 10 highest paying jobs in
Australia with salaries up to $520,000 a
year

The Australian Taxation Office
(ATO) has revealed the highest
paying jobs across the country,
with the top role bringing in nearly
$520,000 a year. The list is based on
the tax return data of millions of
Aussies and gives a comprehensive
insight into how much people are
earning.

Surgeons were once again named
the top earners in Australia, making
an average of $519,998 a year. This
was up nearly $47,500 from the
previous year and accounts for
4,280 workers in the country.

For context, this means surgeons
are earning more than six times the
average taxable income of $78,127
over the same period.

Medical professionals once again
dominated the list, making up half
of the top 10 roles. Anaesthetists
took second place with average
earnings of $475,455 and internal
medicine specialists were in third at
$362,120.

Financial dealers were the highest
paid non-medical role, earning an
average of $347,375 based on the
salaries of 5,148 individuals.

The more nebulous roles of CEOs
and managing directors were the
most common profession to crack
the top 10, with 237,168 people
in the role earning an average of
$200,418 a year.

What are the highest paid jobs in
Australia?

The ATO data, which was released
today, is based on the tax returns
from the 2023-24 financial year.

The top 10 occupations have
remained the same over the years,
but incomes have gone up for most

professions and some jobs have

switched places in the list.

Here is the full list of roles and how
much their incomes have changed
since the previous year.

L. Surgeon  $519,998  (up
$47,523)

2. Anaesthetists $475,455 (up
$28,262)

3. Internal medicine specialist
$362,120 (up $19,663)

4. Financial dealer $347,375
(down $7,858)

5. Psychiatrist $305,282 (up
$19,136)

6. Other medical practitioners
$277,728 (up $17,926)

7. Judicial or other legal
professional $217,127 (up $10,719)

8. Mining engineer $216,080
(up $9,657)

9. Financial investment
advisor or manager $202,840 (up
$10,854)

10. Chief executive officer or
managing director $200,418 (up
$5,431)

How much does the average Aussie
earn?

The ATO data also revealed the
average Aussie income was $78,127
a year, which was up from the
previous year’s average of $74,240.
The median income was lower at
$58,739 a year, but also up from the
previous year’s median of $55,868.
Superannuation balances have also
increased, with the average balance
at $182,781, up from $172,834 the
year prior. The median balance was
$63,339, up from $60,037.

The ABS releases more up-to-date
data on average weekly earnings
for full-time adult workers. Its
latest data showed average earnings
were $2,051.10 in November, or
$106,657.20 a year.

The Reject Shop new owner reveals
plan to rival Kmart, Target as Dollarama
overhaul begins

Discount retailer The Reject Shop
has started updating store layouts
and product ranges as it prepares
to eventually rebadge under the
Dollarama banner.

The new owner of The Reject Shop
has revealed when Aussies can
expect to say goodbye to the iconic
red and yellow branding and see
the transition over to the Dollarama
banner. The Canadian discount
giant bought the company for $259
million in July last year and has
begun steadily overhauling stores.
Nearly 7 per cent of The Reject
Shop’s 410 stores already feature
and new

new layouts ranges.

Dollarama chief executive Neil
Rossy said the company had begun
its “transformation road map in

earnest” as it aims to become the

“800-pound gorilla” of the discount

general merchandise sector.

“On the merchandising front, the first
Dollarama-sourced products started
reaching shelves after quarter-end,”
Rossy told investors at the company’s
latest quarterly earnings conference.

The goal is to renovate 400 stores over
the next four years, with between
60 to 80 Reject Shop stores to be
renovated by the end of the year.
It will then eventually rebadge the
stores under the Dollarama signage.

“From the

bannering, we will never re-banner

perspective  of re-

a store until it has been renovated
or unless it’s a new store, and there’s
not going to be a specific SKU count
that’s going to trigger that, Rossy
explained.

Lleyton and Bec Hewitt list grand slam
Sydney home for $14 million

Lleyton and Bec Hewitt have put
their grand Glenhaven home in
Sydney’s the Hills District on the
market with a price guide of $14

million.

The six-bedroom, four-bathroom
mansion with a championship-
sized tennis court is surplus to the
jet-setting couple’s requirements.
Due to constant travel, domestically
and abroad, they have decided to

relocate.

Lleyton, a former world No.1 tennis
champion, and Bec, a former Home
and Away star, bought the abode
from former NRL Parramatta Eels
great and Fox Sports presenter
Nathan Hindmarsh and his interior
designer wife, Bonnie, for $10.3
million in 2023, records show.

The Hewitts
improvements to the

made some

property,
including landscaping

Situated on about two hectares
behind electric gates, the single-level
residence with a guest cottage.The
Hewitts, once the reigning king and
queen of Australia’s gossip magazines
in the early 2000s, left Sydney for
Melbourne in 2016, settling on a
$12.7 million mansion in the city’s
well-heeled Toorak. They sold the
abode for $15.2 million in 2022 and
made their grand return to Sydney
with the purchase of the Glenhaven
estate.
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Social Media Is Addictive. Do Regulators Need to Step In?

Social media is designed to keep us scrolling even
when we know wed be better off putting the phone
down. Yale SOM’s Fiona Scott Morton and her co-
authors argue that smarter and more robust antitrust
enforcement can help, by making room for new social
media platforms that promaote themselves as healthier
alternatives.

If you've ever delayed sleep to doomscroll on Twitter

or checked Instagram just one more time to see if

someone else liked that selfie, you know that social
media can be a time suck. But is it addictive?

A growing body of medical evidence suggests it is,
economist Fiona Scott Morton of Yale SOM writes in
anew paper, co-authored with James Niel Rosenquist
of Harvard Medical School and Samuel N. Weinstein
of the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. That has
important implications for how regulators should
oversee social media platforms. And it also has
surprising implications for antitrust enforcement.
Scott Morton, Rosenguist, and Weinstein argue that
antitrust enforcement has long relied on assumptions
about how to measure consumer welfare that simply
don’t work when a company is making a habit-forming
product. Indeed, Scott Morton points out, the entire
field of behavioral economics has arisen to give us
more sophisticated ways to understand “irrational”
decision making, including evaluating the impact on
our welfare of goods and services that come with self-
control issues, from gym memberships and energy-
inefficient air conditioners to opioids.

The addictive qualities of social media are
compounded by a lack of competition in the industry.
When air conditioners compete, the more efficient
ones can gain an advantage by advertising their low
running costs. But without meaningful social media
competition or regulation, companies have little
incentive to change the addictive quality of their
content.

“We don't want to ban cars because they are
dangerous, nor would that be a good solution for
social media,” Scott Morton emphasizes. “Instead we
limit the danger of cars with tools like speed limits,
traffic lights, drivers' licenses, and seatbelts—and

we have lots of competition and choice. In digital

media we need to find a way to control the stuff

thats harming us, and our children in particular,
while keeping the healthy part.” She believes smarter
antitrust enforcement could help, making room for
newer and safer social media platforms in the market
as well as more competition.

For decades, the medical community was hesitant
to accept that addiction was possible without the

ingestion of a physical substance. But, as Scott Morton

and her co-authors write, growing understanding of

so-called behavioral addiction has chipped away at
that resistance. In fact, gambling addiction is now
recognized in the latest edition of the American
Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders.

Social media and gambling can hijack the brain’s
reward system in similar ways, the researchers argue.

In the case of gambling, you'll keep pulling the slot-

machine lever even after you've lost hundreds of

dollars, just in case the next one is a winner; in the
case of social media, you'll get lost in the infinite

scroll, no matter what else you should be doing.

It's no coincidence that many of us find social media
50 hard to resist. The business model platforms have
adopted depends on people giving up their time:
the longer a user is swiping away, the more revenue-
generating ads they'll see. Features such as likes,
comments, autoplay, and algorithmic promotion of
emotionally arousing content are designed to keep
users coming back again and again.

Scott Morton has seen it all firsthand. “Twitter will
show me some posts, I'll look at them, and then two
minutes later, they'll meter out some more... You can
watch them try to drip it out so that [ stay on the
platform longer,” she says.

In theory, of course, theres nothing wrong with
spending a lot of time on social media. Companies
have argued that the hours we log represent positive
engagement with the platform: we like what we're
seeing, and so we stay.

But in practice, Scott Morton and her co-authors note,
survey data finds that a large number of heavy social
media users wish they used social media less because
of its negative effects on their lives—a classic tug-
of-war between short-term impulses and long-term
goals that is a hallmark of compulsive behavior, Early
data also links social media use among adolescents
to mood disorders and ADHD. The dangers seem
particularly acute for girls.

So, what does this all mean for regulators trying to
decide whether social media platforms are engaging
in anti-competitive conduct? Baked into antitrust
enforcement is the idea of increasing consumer
welfare: enforcement ought to make life better for

consumers by promoting competition so that goods
become cheaper, better, or both.

And economists have long argued that one especially
useful way to look at consumer welfare is through
what's called output—the quantity of goods or services
produced in a given market. "Historically, we have
thought of pro-competitive things as being those that
increase output and non-competitive things as those
that decrease output,” Scott Morton explains.

If the merger of two ice cream companies results in
an overall larger ice cream market, then (the basic
argument goes) consumers must have benefited,
either because ice cream was cheaper and they bought
more, or because it was better and they bought more,
If the merger reduces the size of the ice cream market,
it must have been anticompetitive.

But the logic of output maximization falls apart when
it comes to any addictive product. For someone
addicted to, say, OxyContin, giving them more
OxyContin represents an increase in output—but it
surely doesn't represent a simple increase in consumer
welfare.

“This shortcut, which is, ‘Let’s use an output measure
like number of pills to proxy for consumer surplus, —
it isn't a valid shortcut anymaore, not when you've got
an addictive product,” Scott Morton says. "Giving
people a larger quantity of something they're addicted
to is likely not increasing social welfare.”

So, rather than looking at output, regulators need
to take a more expansive view of consumer welfare,
Scott Morton and her co-authors argue—a view that
incorporates the specific nature of the product in
question. In the case of social media, an antitrust case
might rely on whether a company’s business model
offers incentives for addiction or has other negative
effects on users’ behavior.

By looking at social media companies from this
perspective, regulators can promote competition and
innovation. It may seem paradoxical to argue that the
answer to the problem of social media is more social
media, but there’s good reason to believe it. Basic
consumer protection regulations would also help by
creating a level playing field.

With more companies vying for users, Scott Morton
explains, they'll have agreater incentive to differentiate
in ways users value, In all kinds of markets—cars,
movies, food—companies have thrived by promoting
themselves as the safe option. A non-addictive social
media platform could have similar consumer appeal.
“More social media sites means | can choose the site
that offers me fewer ads, less addiction, more of the
content that interests me,” Scott Morton says.

How far are we from a world of safer social media?
Scott Morton thinks theres reason to be optimistic,
Indeed, considering how long it took to rein in
exploitative practices in products such as cigarettes
and credit cards, theres an argument that social
media regulation is on a fast track.

Lawmakers and regulators are paying more attention
because “today, the harms are really much more
visible to everybody!” Scott Morton says. “1 think the
younger generation is speaking up more and they
understand it. The Europeans are moving quickly. So
all of that is, I think, creating an environment where
there might really be some progress.”
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Minister Jihad Dib MP Shares Major Updates for Bankstown

Away from formalities, I was delighted to share a cup of coffee with
Minister Jihad Dib at his office in Punchbowl, where we had a friendly
and candid discussion about issues of importance to our Arab community

and ways to strengthen its role in Australian political life.

We also exchanged views on the best ways to encourage greater
participation by members of the community in public affairs and to
enhance their active presence in Australian society through solidarity,
positive engagement, and meaningful contributions to building a stronger
and more diverse community.

During our meeting, Minister Dib also shared with me some important
updates and news for residents living within his electorate:

Construction Begins on the New $2 Billion Bankstown Hospital

Work has officially commenced on the new $2 billion Bankstown Hospital,
representing the largest public health infrastructure investment in New
South Wales history.

The state-of-the-art facility will provide local families with access to
world-class healthcare services and will include:

» Modern operating theatres

Drive Safely Earn )

.
|

* Easy Driving Techniques

* Patient and Reliable Instructors

« An intensive care unit (ICU)

» Maternity and birthing services

A new emergency department

o Day surgery facilities

» Mental health services

» More than 1,000 additional parking spaces

Dedicated ambulance access routes will also improve emergency response
times and help patients reach the Emergency Department more quickly.
Importantly, the existing Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital will remain
operational and continue serving the community.

Safer Streets for Punchbowl

Funding secured through Transport for NSW will support significant
safety upgrades to the Punchbowl Town Centre, including:

X Traffic-calming measures

X New road signage

X Raised pedestrian crossings

The proposed plans will soon be released for community consultation.
$60 Toll Cap Providing Cost-of-Living Relief

Residents of Bankstown, Punchbowl and Wiley Park are among the
highest users of the NSW Government’s $60 Toll Cap scheme.

This initiative is helping ease cost-of-living pressures for many families.
Residents are encouraged to check their eligibility and lodge a claim
through the Service NSW app or the Service NSW website.

Australia’s First Digital Certificate Program

Minister Dib also highlighted the launch of Australias first Digital
Certificate initiative, aimed at modernising access to important
government documentation and services.

Investing in Youth Justice and Community Safety

Through the new Community Safety Investment Fund, the NSW
Government has committed $5 million in grants to support 27 community
projects focused on youth justice, crime prevention, and positive outcomes
for young people.

The meeting provided an excellent opportunity to discuss community
priorities and hear firsthand about major initiatives that will benefit local
residents for years to come.

By Mamdouh Sukkarieh

s



By Natalie Sukkarieh
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* It's like being able to breathe again,
After suffering from a drought of oxygen.

* We observe the lowly caterpillar,
Where his leaf is his pillar.

Unaware of the silk he will spin

And the chrysalis he’'ll settle in.

* Oh and how the days pass

Like droplets of rain on window glass!
* The butterfly creeps out so slight,
And pauses at the edge of light.

* The light spills warm across his wings,
A promise of forgotten things.

A moment frozen in time,

No thoughts or pretty things that rhyme.
* Dark brown and deep

Earth he sees that needs not speak.
A spark he didn’t think he’d find,
Lighting corners of his dormant mind.
* The cool wind hums a tune,

Filling the silence of empty rooms.
Like fingers on dusty keys

Playing old forgotten melodies.

* Like a child without a care,

Finding something buried there.
Notes returning soft and slow,
Waking things | used to know.

* Archives buried in my soul,

Pages written but never told.

With a pen used to carve,

The sound of laughter in my heart.

* It's like being able to breathe again,
After suffering from a drought of oxygen.

"Trumnap 'comypletely
up’ she begged’ him
fior a photo at G7

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has accused her one-time close ally
Donald Trump of fabricating a story about her, after the US President told
an Italian TV channel that she had “begged” him to take a photo with her
at a G7 summit.

Ms Meloni said she was “astonished” by his comments, which she says
were “completely made up”.

She accused Mr Trump of acting with far greater deference to the enemies
of the West than he does towards old, established allies.

His comments mark a sharp deterioration in ties, coming just days after
signs at the G7 summit that the two right-wing leaders had steadied a
previously strained relationship following tensions this year over the war
in Iran.

Video from the event in France showed Ms Meloni and Mr Trump deep
in conversation, but the US leader suggested he had merely indulged her
by chatting with her.

“She’s probably happy I talked to her. I didn’t have to talk to her,” Trump
was quoted as saying by La7 TV channel in a brief interview, after he
himself asked the journalist about Italy’s prime minister.

“She begged me to take a picture with her. She wanted a picture with me
so badly. I wouldn’t have taken it, but I felt sorry for her,;” Mr Trump said,
according to La7’s translation.

The channel did not release the original audio, just a dubbed version.

Ms Meloni responded: “Donald Trump’s statements are completely made
up. I am frankly astonished. I don’t know why the president of the United
States behaves like this towards his allies: it is not the first time, moreover.”
“I can only say it is disappointing that he does not show the same
determination with the enemies of the West and of the United States,
whose leaders he instead treats with far greater indulgence,” she said.
“There is one thing he should remember: neither I nor Italy ever beg.”
Foreign minister cancels US visit

Italy’s foreign minister on Friday cancelled a visit to the United States over
Mr Trump’s comments.

“The grave and offensive words of President Trump... offend the whole of
Italy,” Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani, who had been due to visit the US
on June 21 and 22, said on X.

Ms Meloni was once a vocal supporter of Mr Trump and the only European
leader to attend his inauguration in 2025.

However, she later criticised the US president for lashing out at Pope Leo
over his condemnation of the Iran conflict, distancing herself from Mr
Trump after the war began.

That prompted the US leader to turn his fire on Ms Meloni.

“I'm shocked at her. I thought she had courage, but I was wrong,” Mr
Trump said in an interview with Italian daily Corriere della Sera at the
time.

He also accused Ms Meloni of failing to help the United States with NATO,
and threatened to pull US troops from Italy, saying Rome “has not been of
any help to us” in the Iran war.




@ The World Observer | 20" July | 2026

~ Local News

YoY1| jeei Y Iﬁb}as‘ﬁ'l @

Arab Council Australia Hosts Inspiring Discussion on Art,
Culture and Identity in the Diaspora

The Arab Council Australia hosted the first
event in its 2026 In Conversation series,
bringing together leading Arab artists,
creatives, and community members for

an engaging evening exploring the role

of art in reflecting society, culture, and
contemporary life.

Held at the Arab Council Australia
Community Room in Fairfield East, the
event invited attendees to reflect on how
artists in the diaspora respond to social
change, cultural identity, and the challenges
and opportunities of the present day
through their creative practice.

The evening opened with MC Zizi Charida
welcoming attendees and setting the tone
for an engaging discussion. She then
introduced renowned arts and community
leaders Alissar Chidiac, a community arts

worker, performer, dramaturg, curator and
creative producer, and Lena Nahlous, a
respected arts leader and advocate for social
change.

The discussion featured a distinguished
panel of Arab creatives, including
multidisciplinary producer Maya Ghattas,
contemporary visual artist Ghassan Saaid,
and actor, writer, and producer Hazem
Shammas. The conversation examined how
personal experiences, cultural heritage,
and current social realities shape artistic
expression and influence the creative
process for artists living and working in
Australia.

Panelists shared insights into their artistic
journeys, highlighting the importance of
storytelling, representation, and cultural
dialogue in fostering understanding and

connection across diverse communities, the
discussion also explored the role of art as

a powerful medium for reflecting identity,
challenging perceptions, and contributing
to broader social conversations.

Adding to the richness of the evening were
special performances by the poet Hemat
Malak and the singer Ayse Goknur Shanal,
whose artistic presentations captivated

the audience and further demonstrated
the diversity and vitality of contemporary
creative expression within multicultural
Australia.

The event attracted artists, community
leaders, arts professionals, and members
of the public, all eager to engage in
meaningful dialogue about the intersection
of art, culture, and society.

At the conclusion of the event, Hassan
Moussa, CEO of the Arab Council
Australia, spoke about the significance of
the In Conversation series, which aims to
provide a platform for dialogue, learning,
and cultural exchange while celebrating
the achievements and contributions of
Arab artists and creatives. He noted that
the successful launch of the 2026 series
highlighted the vital role of art in reflecting
community experiences and fostering
meaningful discussions around identity,
belonging, and social change.




~ Local News

YoYT] Jga3 Yo | 5833209 @

jl'@) IThe World Observer | 20" July | 2026

A ABC Australian Arab Business Council Dinner Explores
Australia’s Economic Outlook and Business Opportunities

The Australian Arab Business Council (AABC)

recently hosted another successful corporate

networking dinner, bringing together business

leaders, professionals, entrepreneurs, and
community members for an evening of
insightful discussion and valuable networking
opportunities.

The highlight of the evening was a presentation
by Sian Fenner, Head of Australian Business &
Industry Economics at Westpac, who delivered
a timely and informative address on Australia’s
economic outlook and its implications for
businesses.

Fenner provided attendees with an in-depth

analysis of key economic issues, including

inflation trends, Reserve Bank of Australia
(RBA) policy settings, energy cost inflation,
economic growth forecasts, and the impact of
the Federal Budget on Australian businesses.
Her presentation offered practical insights
into what businesses can expect in the months
ahead and how they can navigate an evolving
economic landscape.

Over the past 16 years, the Australian Arab
Business Council has grown into one of
Australia’s leading multicultural business
networks, bringing together members from
a diverse range of industries, professional
backgrounds, and business sectors. Despite

this diversity, members remain united by a

shared commitment to supporting one another
and contributing to each other’s success.

The AABC’s regular networking dinners
continue to provide a welcoming platform
where business owners, professionals, and
emerging leaders can build meaningful
connections, exchange ideas, and strengthen
professional relationships in a social and
collaborative environment.

The event once again demonstrated the
important role the Australian Arab Business
Council plays in fostering business growth,
professional development, and community
engagement across Australia’s Arab-Australian

business sector.
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Kids On Wheels Alliance Inc. Hosts

Kids On Wheels Alliance Inc. hosted a
charity dinner at the Grand Roxy venue,
sponsored and organised by the Hon.
Shaoquett Moselmane, to raise support

for providing essential school supplies to
displaced Lebanese children and families
affected by the ongoing conflict in Lebanon.
The event attracted a distinguished
gathering of politicians, community leaders,
charity representatives, businesspeople,
media representatives and supporters of
humanitarian causes. Among those in

attendance were Mark Buttigieg MLC,
Anthony D’Adam MLC, former Mayor of
Bayside Council, CLR Joe Awada, as well
as representatives from various charitable
organisations and members of the wider
community.

The evening featured addresses by Magda
Abboud, Anthony Adam, Mustafa
Hamed and Mohammed Al-Sabsabi,

who highlighted the urgent needs facing
displaced families and the importance of
community support in times of crisis.
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Dinner to Support

The dinner concluded with a keynote
address by Senator Shaoquett Moselmane,
who spoke about the devastating impact
of the conflict on civilians in Southern
Lebanon. He noted that many villages have
suffered extensive destruction, forcing large
numbers of families to flee their homes
and leaving communities without adequate
access to healthcare, education and basic
services.

Senator Moselmane referred to reports
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What the Socceroos teach us about belonging

The Socceroos’ success is more than a sporting story - it is a reminder that the
children of migrants and refugees are not outsiders to Australia’s future, but part of
the national story itself.

As the final whistle sounded in Australia’s upset of Turkey in the World Cup on
Sunday, celebrations erupted across Australia.

Thousands had gathered in Federation Square. Pubs overflowed with supporters
wearing green and gold. Clubs stayed open long after the match had finished.
Families crowded around televisions in living rooms from Perth to Brisbane.
Complete strangers embraced. Flags appeared from nowhere. Car horns sounded
into the night.

The victory mattered, of course. But the emotion seemed larger than the result itself.
For a brief moment, people who would never meet one another, who lived in
different suburbs, worked in different occupations and held different views about
almost everything, felt part of the same story.

They belonged.

Perhaps that is why sport continues to exert such a powerful hold on us despite the
growing commercialisation that surrounds it.

Administrators can sell broadcasting rights. Investors can buy clubs. Sponsors
can place their logos on every available surface. Yet beneath all of this remains
something stubbornly human. People are not really searching for entertainment,
they are searching for connection.

The modern Socceroos are, in many ways, a reflection of contemporary Australia
itself.

Their stories begin in different countries, different cultures and, in some cases,
circumstances few Australians can easily imagine.

Some are the children of migrants. Some are the children of refugees. Some spent
their earliest years in refugee camps or arrived after their families had escaped war,
persecution and upheaval.

Their journeys could hardly be more different. Their destination is the same.
Much of our political debate about refugees is conducted in the language of threat
and risk. Yet behind those debates sit individual lives and individual stories.

Awer Mabil was born in a refugee camp in Kenya after his family fled South Sudan.
Mohamed Touré was born in Guinea after his Liberian family escaped civil war.
Nestory Irankunda was born in a refugee camp in Tanzania before arriving in
Australia as a child and later became the youngest Socceroos goal scorer at a World
Cup. Milos Degenek arrived after his family experienced the upheaval of the Balkan
conflicts.

There is a tendency to discuss refugees through the language of politics, yet the
stories of the Socceroos remind us that belonging is not something people bring
with them. It is something that is created over time.

For generations people have arrived on these shores seeking safety, opportunity and
a future for their children.

Italians and Greeks arrived after the war. Vietnamese refugees arrived following
the fall of Saigon. Families escaping conflict in the Balkans built new lives here.
More recently, communities from Africa, the Middle East and Asia have added new
threads to the national fabric.

There is an irony here that is difficult to ignore. At a time when migration and
multiculturalism have become increasingly contentious political issues, some
of Australias most celebrated sporting heroes are the children of migrants and
refugees.

Their stories do not resolve every policy debate, nor should they, but they do serve
as a reminder that today’s newcomers are tomorrow’s Australians.

The result is visible everywhere we choose to look, in our suburbs, our workplaces
and our schools. It is visible in the doctors, teachers, tradespeople and business
owners who quietly contribute to Australian life every day.

Yet behind the footballers who attract our attention stand thousands of less
visible Australians whose stories follow a similar path, whose lives have become
inseparable from the life of the nation itself.

It begins when families settle into unfamiliar suburbs and children walk through
the gates of a local school for the first time. It unfolds in workplaces, sporting clubs
and community organisations. It appears in friendships formed across cultures and
in neighbourhoods that gradually become home.

Over time, the extraordinary becomes ordinary. The family that once seemed new
simply becomes part of the community. Children grow up with Australian accents.

The local football team acquires a few unfamiliar surnames. New food appears at the

school fete. New words enter the local vocabulary. New traditions sit comfortably
alongside old ones. Life moves on, and looking back, it is difficult to imagine the
community without them.

Australia’s history is full of stories like these. Italians, Greeks, Vietnamese, Croatians,
Lebanese and countless others arrived carrying memories of another place and
hopes for a better future.

More recent generations have followed a similar path. Different journeys, different
cultures, different circumstances. Yet the story that follows is often remarkably
familiar.

The country that offered an opportunity gradually becomes home.

Perhaps this should not surprise us. Those who have experienced the loss of one
homeland often develop a deep appreciation for another.

People who have searched for somewhere to belong rarely take belonging for
granted once they find it. They invest themselves in their communities, contribute
to the society around them and, over time, become part of the national story itself.
Sometimes that story is visible in the quiet contributions of teachers, nurses,
tradespeople, business owners and volunteers. Sometimes it appears on a larger
stage.

And occasionally it appears wearing the green and gold.
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Taronga Zoo Sydney is thrilled to introduce

the Fab Four at its newly opened Rhino
Reserve: Hari, a four-year-old Greater
One-horned Rhino, joined by three
Asian Water Buffalo—Kahn, Sahasi, and
Babu. This dynamic group is settling into
their new home, and visitors can look
forward to spotting them during their
adventure these summer school holidays.

All four animals recently made the journey
from Taronga Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo
as part of a carefully coordinated convoy
and have spent the past couple of weeks
getting to know their new home. The Water
Buffalo travelled together in a specialised
transport unit, while Hari - weighing in at an
impressive 1.8 tonnes — followed a few days
later in a custom-designed transport crate.
Keepers from Taronga Western Plains
Zoo and Taronga Zoo Sydney spent
months working together to prepare Hari
for his move. They helped him become
comfortable with his travel crate and even
acclimatised him to the sounds of Sydney
by playing recordings of ferry horns
and planes. These small but progressive
steps ensured Hari’s arrival and settling-

in period has been smooth as possible.

Senior Ungulate Keeper, Renae Moss said
the team was thrilled with how seamless the
move and arrival process for both species
were: “Animal moves of this scale take alot of
planning,and we're very pleased to say all four
travelled without a hitch,” Moss shared. “The
best time to spot both species is first thing in
the morning, as soon as the gates open. Hari
already feels very confident in his barn, and
he is building his confidence outdoors every
day - were seeing great progress,” said Moss.”

While Hari eases into his new surroundings,
Kahn, Sahasi and Babu
becoming familiar faces at the Reserve.

are already
The trio are building rapport with their
Sydney keepers and making full use of the
swimming hole and cascading waterfall
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in the lower section of their habitat.

Hari’s arrival marks the first time a Greater
One-horned Rhino has lived at Taronga
Zoo Sydney in more than a decade. Born to
Australia’s only breeding pair of this species,
he stands as a meaningful ambassador
for rhino conservation and the ongoing
efforts needed to safeguard their future.
“These new arrivals are extraordinary
animals, and together they help bring to life
a vibrant habitat that reflects the ecosystems
of India and Nepal,” said Nick Boyle,
Executive Director of Taronga Zoo Sydney.

Despite a population recovery in recent
decades, the Greater One-horned Rhino
remains classified as Vulnerable. Hari’s story
represents both the progress made and the
conservation challenges that still lie ahead.

“Every visit to Taronga supports not only
our exceptional wildlife care, but also vital
conservation work around the world,
added Boyle. “Were proud to welcome
these remarkable animals to Sydney and
look forward to sharing their stories with
our community.” Taronga Zoo Sydney’s
Rhino Reserve residents have arrived, with
the Fab Four beginning the next chapter of
their journey just in time for the summer

holidays.
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New laws to crack down
on dodgy real estate
agents underquoting

New laws are being introduced in one state
to crack down on dodgy real estate agents
who underquote property prices to lure in
unsuspecting buyers.

Under the proposed legislation, agents in
NSW will be forced to publish an accurate
price guide on all advertising, ensuring
buyers wont be tricked by misleading
estimates.

The practice of underquoting has long been
used by agents to generate more interest
in homes for sale, with artificially low
price guides attracting larger crowds to
inspections and auctions.

Anyone caught breaking the new rules could
face a hefty fine of $110,000 or three times
their commission, whichever is greater.

“We are substantially increasing the fines to
take away the financial incentive for agents
to engage in this misleading practice,
Minister for Better Regulation and Fair
Trading Anoulack Chanthivong said.

The new legislation is expected to pass state
parliament this week, marking a significant
win for property buyers who have long
complained about

deceptive  pricing

practices in the real estate industry.

Cave diver reveals how
missing Laos group was
found as South Australian
joins rescue efforts

An Australian man is joining an international rescue
v+ squad to help retrieve a group of villagers trapped
.metres deep in a flooded cave in central Laos
Meanwhile, a Finnish diver at the centre of the rescue
efforts has described the extraordinary moment he found
.them alive

The group entered the cave in Xaysomboun province last
week to look for gold, but heavy rain caused a landslide
.and flash flooding that blocked their exit

Despite fears about their survival, specialist divers found
five men on Wednesday evening, a week after they went
missing

South Australian diver Josh Richards, who is renowned
locally for his efforts navigating deep and narrow
underground caves in the Limestone Coast region, told
the ABC the cave holding the men in Laos looked "scary
."as hell

Vision of their discovery by Thailand-based Finnish cave
diver Mikko Paasi and Thai diver Norrased Palasing was
Thai cave rescue, Y+)A reminiscent of the extraordinary
showing the group of men huddled on a rocky shelf,
.smiling back at rescuers

rescue, said he had Y+ YA Mr Paasi, who played a role in the
been sleeping less than three hours a night in the lead-up

..to locating the group
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Cate Blanchett asks why the
MeToo movement ‘got killed’

Australian star Cate Blanchett says she is

disappointed the #MeToo movement “got killed
very quickly” in Hollywood.

Blanchett has questioned why the initiative got
“shut down” when it had such a power to effect
change.

“It got killed very quickly, which I think is
interesting,” Blanchett said in a conversation with
moderator Didier Allouch at the Cannes Film
Festival on Sunday (local time).

“There are a lot of people with platforms who are
able to speak up with relative safety and say ‘this
has happened to me’. And the so-called average
woman on the street, person on the street, is saying
me too. Why does that get shut down?

“What the movement revealed is a systemic
layer of abuse, not only in this industry but in all
industries, and if you don’t identify a problem, you
can’t solve the problem?”

The #MeToo movement - in which women in the
public eye spoke about their experiences of sexual
misconduct in their careers — gained traction in
October 2017, following sexual abuse allegations
against Harvey Weinstein.

Blanchett, 57, also highlighted the continued
gender imbalance on film sets. She said she
thought being in male-dominated environments
had an “effect on the work”.

“I'm still on film sets and I do the headcount every
day. There’s 10 women and there’s 75 men every
morning,” she said.

“Ilove men, but what happens is the jokes become
the same.

“You just have to brace yourself slightly, and I'm
used to that. But it just gets boring for everybody
when you walk into a homogeneous workplace. I
think it has an effect on the work”

At the 2018 Cannes Film Festival, Cate was
president of the jury and led a women’s march in
which 82 woman - including Kristen Stewart, Lea
Seydoux and Ava DuVernay - held hands to walk
up the steps of the Palais des Festivals. The march
highlighted the fact that, until that point, just 82
women had competed at Cannes - in contrast to
1866 male directors from the same period.
“Women are not a minority in the world, yet the
current state of the industry says otherwise,” she
said at the time.

“As women, we all face our own unique challenges,

but we stand together.

‘A spark’: Rumours swirl about Pamela Anderson and Tom
Cruise

The Hollywood rumour mill has gone into

overdrive amid speculation that Baywatch

icon Pamela Anderson is romantically
involved with fellow A-lister Tom Cruise.
The buzz, which comes after Anderson was
last year linked with her Naked Gun co-star
Liam Neeson, appears to have begun with
an unverified claim that there is “a spark”
between the pair.

American tabloid The National Enquirer
reported last month that Cruise, 63, and
Anderson, 58, have been “keeping in touch”
since he reached out to congratulate her for
her Golden Globe-nominated performance
in acclaimed 2024 film The Last Showgirl.
“The movie got people to see Pam in a very
different light, including Tom,” it quoted a
source as saying.

Further fuelling speculation, The Daily Mail
reported this month that a source had told it

Anderson was “making room for love in her

Man, 20, charged
over alleged rape of
elderly woman in own
Palmerston home

A 20-year-old man has been charged with
several offences after allegedly raping an
elderly woman in her own Palmerston home.
On Saturday, the Northern Territory Police
Force (NTPF) said they had charged the man
with sexual intercourse without consent,
aggravated burglary, aggravated assault and
depriving a person of personal liberty.

The incident occurred on Wednesday night
about 8:50pm in Woodroffe, outside Darwin,
after the man entered the woman’s house
through the front door.

Following the alleged attack, police said he
fled the scene before being arrested on Friday
night by the NTPF’s Fugitive Task Force.
Detective Senior Sergeant Toby Wilson said
the alleged crime was “particularly heinous”.
“This arrest reflects a co-ordinated effort by

life” after a busy few years in the entertainment
industry.

However, there has been no official comment
from either actor, and some celebrity watchers
believe it may all be a publicity stunt.

“To be fair, Pamela’s having a career resurgence
right now so naturally I think people are
linking her to huge stars,” American reporter
and podcast host Kinsey Schofield told Sky
News.

“T'll believe Tom Cruise is dating someone
when Tom Cruise confirms it himself -— and
even then I'll wonder if it was manufactured
by Scientology, OK?

“Hollywood romance rumours are basically a
marketing strategy.”

Schofield also noted that celebrity watchers
were still “really confused” by the stories
about Anderson’s relationship with Neeson,
which was sparked by their intimate rapport
while promoting The Naked Gun last year.

O

Sex Crimes Unit, Forensics, Fugitive Task

Force, Domestic Violence Investigation Unit,
General Duties, Serious Crime, Territory
Intel, CCTV operators and Dog Operations
Unit,” he said.

“The Sex Crimes Unit remains dedicated to
supporting victims of sexual violence while
relentlessly pursuing and prosecuting those
responsible”

The man is expected to appear in Darwin
Local Court on Monday and remains in
custody.

The NTPF launched Operation Ventura last
Monday to combat rising crime and anti-
social activity in the Palmerston area.

Recent crime statistics trends show a rise
in assaults and property offences across
Palmerston.
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Judge rules Spain must pay Shakira $100m after tax

Colombian pop star Shakira has issued a scathing
statement about her “brutal” eight-year legal battle
after being acquitted of tax fraud by Spain’s High
Court.

The court overturned a €55 million ($89 million)
fine imposed on the Hips Don’t Lie singer in 2021
by the Spanish tax agency.

Acting on Shakira’s appeal, the court ordered the
Treasury to reimburse her with more than €60
million ($98 million), including interest.

The judge ruled authorities had failed to prove
Shakira spent more than 183 days in Spain in 2011,
as required by Spanish law to be considered a tax
resident in the country.

At the time, the Ktax agency had argued Shakira
was linked to Spain through her relationship with
former FC Barcelona footballer Gerard Pique and
had her centre of activities in the Mediterranean
country.

But the High Court ruled the fines were unlawful
as they were “based on the assumption that the
appellant’s tax residence was in Spain for the 2011
fiscal year, a Kfact which has not been proven”
Shakira released a lengthy statement in response
to the ruling, saying she had endured a “brutal”
and “orchestrated” campaign to “destroy my
reputation”

She said she had suffered sleepless nights that
ultimately affected her health and her family’s
wellbeing.

“There was never any fraud, and the administration
itself was never able to prove otherwise, simply
because it wasn’t true,” she said.

“However, for nearly a decade, I was treated as
guilty.

Bruce Willis has
‘sweetness’ as he lives
with dementia

Rumer Willis says her father Bruce Willis has
developed a “sweetness” amid his battle with
dementia.

The Die Hard actor was diagnosed with
frontotemporal dementia in 2023 following an
earlier aphasia diagnosis in 2022.

And his eldest daughter with ex-wife Demi Moore
has seen her father go from the “macho” man
famous in Hollywood to a much gentler person.
“I'm so grateful I get to go see him,” Rumer told
The Inside Edit podcast.

“Even though it’s different now, I'm so grateful”
Rumer said: “There’s a sweetness. He’s always been
this kind of macho dude and there’s like a — fragile
is not the right word but — just a tenderness that
maybe being Bruce Willis might not have allowed
him in a certain way”

In November, Rumer admitted Willis did not
always recognise her any more, but said was still
“grateful” to be able to connect with him.

“I'm so happy and grateful that I still get to go and

“Every step of the process was leaked, distorted,
and amplified, using my name and public image
to send a threatening message to the rest of the
taxpayers.

“Today, that narrative collapses, and it does so with
the full force of a judicial ruling.

“My greatest wish is that this resolution sets a
precedent for the Tax Authority and serves the
thousands of ordinary citizens who are abused and
crushed every day by a system that presumes their
guilt and forces them to prove their innocence at
the cost of emotional and financial ruin.

“This victory is dedicated to them.

The ruling can still be appealed before the Supreme
Court and does not affect tax years after 2011.
“This decision comes after an eight-year ordeal
that has taken an unacceptable toll, reflecting a
lack of rigour in administrative practice,” Shakira’s
lawyer, Jose Luis Prada, said.

In November 2023, Shakira reached a deal with
prosecutors to avoid a trial in Barcelona over

hug him,” she said in an Instagram Stories video.
“I'm so grateful that when I go over there, and I
give him a hug, whether he recognises me or not,
that he can feel the love I've given him, and I can
feel it back from him.

“That I still see a spark of him, and he can feel the
love that I'm giving.

“So that feels really nice.

“I just feel grateful that I get to go over there with
[daughter] Louetta and we get to spend time with
him, and I get to feel the love that he has for me,
and that I can love him and be with him.”
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Delta Goodrem wins
praise as Australia places
fourth at Eurovision

Delta Goodrem’s fourth-placed Eurovision finish

has dashed Australias hopes of winning the
world’s biggest song contest for the first time but
won resounding praise for the “iconic” singer.
The former Neighbours star dazzled at the grand
final of the Eurovision song contest in Vienna,
Austria, early on Sunday morning Australian time.
Performing her power ballad Eclipse, Goodrem
had been considered one of Australia’s best
chances for the top prize since Dami Im finished
second in 2016.

While voters loved her, she couldn't beat the
Bulgarian singer Dara, whose party anthem
Bangaranga took out the 70th edition of the
contest in the first win for the eastern European
nation.

Goodrem thanked those who supported her along
the Eurovision journey after the release of the
results.

“Representing Australia on the Eurovision stage
and being part of this incredible community
has been unforgettable,” the 41-year-old singer-
songwriter said.

“I'm so grateful for all the love and support from
home and around the world. It has carried me
every step of the way”

Performing eighth out of 25 acts, Goodrem stood
at a sparkling, golden piano, dancing across the
keys and belting out the lyrics, “One touch, one
kiss, all my life for a night life this”

As the song rose to a crescendo, she ascended to
a platform that rose from the instrument while
sparklers and fog machines unleashed behind her.
Eurovision tragics, draped in flags, wigs and
everything from fanciful golden gowns to
traditional European clothing, braved the early
morning chill across Australia to watch Goodrem
sing.
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And it is impossible to say the European champion didn’t deserve it.

Enzo Fernandez was sent off for a second yellow card in stoppage time at
the end of normal time, clattering into young player of the tournament Pau
Cubarsi with an ugly challenge that sent the 19-year-old star flying.

The 10 men of Argentina could not hang on against the increasingly relentless
attack of the Spanish.

Fernandez’s first yellow card was for dissent just 11 minutes earlier, one of six
bookings the Argentines received in the game.

He became the sixth player in history to be sent off in a World Cup final.
Argentina account for half of those dismissals, with Pedro Monzén and
Gustavo Dezotti both sent off in the 1990 decider.

Spain made all the running in today’s game, with Argentina failing to have a
single shot in the opening 90 minutes of the contest.

The level of Spain’s dominance can be illustrated by the fact it completed 235
passes in the final third of the pitch, while Argentina completed just 47.

By the time the referee blew full time at the end of normal time, Spain had 15
total shots, 10 of them on target.

Emi Martinez was by far the more active of the goalkeepers, making a series
of stops to deny Lamine Yamal from a free kick and a glancing header from
Nico Williams.

But he could do nothing to stop Torres’s strike just 37 seconds into the final
15-minute period of extra time.

That was Spains 20th attempt on goal in the match and, up until then,
Argentina had offered none.

After going behind, the defending champion attempted to bring some pressure,
with Lionel Messi fashioning chances from the right as Spain sat back and
defended.

But even the Argentine magician could not conjure a late miracle, with
Argentina only finishing with two attempts at goal for the game, the first of
which came 26 minutes into extra time, a woeful return when the trophy was
on the line.

Argentina was far more intent on niggly fouls than playing football, its 25 fouls
the most in a World Cup game since their 2022 victory in the final against
France.

After full time, Leandro Paredes disgraced himself by starting a scuffle with
celebrating Spanish players, the 32-year-old shown a post-match red card.
The scrappy game was not helped by a 27-minute half time break, the longest
at a World Cup, to accommodate an underwhelming and poorly received
Super Bowl-style show.

Wb

a “Cold War mentality”

The tender documents published by the US Navy earlier in June suggest that it
has allocated $30 million to construct warehouses and offices at an Australian
military base at Bandiana in the southwestern state of Victoria, AFP reported
on Tuesday.

The American stockpile, which is expected to reach full capacity by 2028, will
initially be stored in Melbourne before being moved to Victoria, according to
the papers.

The US Navy is planning to hire around 110 engineers, mechanics, and safety
experts via a global defense contractor to manage the arms depot, the agency
said.

The job can't be performed by US servicemen due to an Australian ban on
hosting foreign military bases.

A spokesman for the US Marine Corps told AFP that its activities in Australia
“support integrated global sustainment by maintaining ready-for-issue
equipment and supplies for operations and exercises across the Indo-Pacific”
The Pentagon has asked the US Congress for $500 million in 2027 to position
equipment and fuel across the Asia-Pacific to deter China. The first American
stockpile in the region is expected to open in the Philippines later this year.
On Monday, the Lowy Institute think tank warned that Beijing now has the
capability to strike northern Australia from its outposts in the South China
Sea. AFP pointed out in its article that the American stockpile in Victoria is

being set up outside of the range of Chinese ballistic missiles.

against Alexander Zverev.

Zverev appeared bothered by a knee issue following a slip to the grass on a key
point in the third set.

Sinner’s fifth grand slam title came in his first tournament since a second-
round meltdown at the French Open, when he wilted in a Paris heat wave.
When Sinner ripped a forehand winner up the line on his first match point,
the Italian dropped to the grass on his back in celebration.

“There’s no better place to play tennis,” Sinner said during the trophy ceremony.
A year ago, Sinner beat Carlos Alcaraz in the final at the All England Club after
wasting three match points against his rival in the Roland Garros final.

It was Sinner’s 10th straight victory over Zverev, who was coming off his first
grand slam title at the French Open.

Zverev’s previous best performance at Wimbledon was reaching the fourth
round three times.

“I'm 29 years old and this is the first time I actually believe I can win this
trophy,” Zverev said.

Prince William joined his wife Kate and two of their children for the final in
a star-studded Royal Box that also included actors Dustin Hoffman, Nicole
Kidman and Ben Stiller.

LintaiNoSkovawinsiWimtleton

LINDA NOSKOVA SURVIVED MISSING FIVE MATCH POINTS TO OUTLAST COMPATRIOT
KAROLINA MUCHOVA 63-6 ,7-5 ,2- TO WIN A MAIDEN GRAND SLAM TITLE AS SHE
EXTENDED THE CZECH REPUBLIC’S REMARKABLE WIMBLEDON SUCCESS STORY.
NOSKOVA’S TRIUMPH ON THE HISTORIC LAWNS OF SOUTH-WEST LONDON MADE HER
THE THIRD CZECH WOMAN TO CAPTURE THE WIMBLEDON TITLE IN FOUR YEARS AND
CONTINUED A RUN OF FRESH FACES AT THE ALL ENGLAND CLUB WITH A FIRST-TIME
CHAMPION FOR THE NINTH STRAIGHT EDITION.

IN JOINING THE ROLL OF HONOUR, NOSKOVA ADDED HER NAME TO A DISTINGUISHED
CZECH TRADITION AT WIMBLEDON THAT INCLUDES TWICE CHAMPION PETRA KVITOVA
AND THE LATE JANA NOVOTNA, WHOSE 1998 TRIUMPH REMAINS ONE OF THE
TOURNAMENT’S ENDURING MEMORIES.

AT THE PINNACLE OF THAT LEGACY IS MARTINA NAVRATILOVA, WHO TWICE LIFTED THE
GILDED VENUS ROSEWATER DISH AS A CZECH IN 1978 AND 1979 BEFORE BECOMING
A US CITIZEN TO INCREASE HER HAUL TO NINE SINGLES CROWNS AT THE GRASS COURT
GRAND SLAM.

“l DON’T KNOW HOW TO HOLD THIS, BUT THAT’S THE FIRST THING,” NOSKOVA SAID AS
SHE CRADLED HER SILVERWARE.

“IT FEELS INCREDIBLE. AND ALL THESE MATCHES HAVE BEEN SO PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY
TOUGH. TODAY, ESPECIALLY, IT’S NEVER EASY TO GET TO LAST POINT.

“KARO, YOU REALLY MADE ME WORK FOR IT. SO I’LL NOT FORGIVE FOR YOU, BUT YEAH
WE’RE FRIENDS.

“I’M SO GLAD | COULD PLAY MY FIRST GRAND SLAM FINAL WITH YOU. | THINK WE MADE
HISTORY TODAY.

“] BELIEVE THAT ALL OUR CZECH FANS AT HOME ARE PROUD OF US, SO NO MATTER THE
RESULT TODAY, | THINK IT WAS A GOOD DAY FOR US.”

NOSKOVA DRAWS FIRST BLOOD

ON A SCORCHING AFTERNOON, NINTH SEED NOSKOVA TURNED UP THE HEAT IN THE
CENTRE COURT SHOWDOWN BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF NERVY AND WAYWARD HITTING
BY MUCHOVA TO BREAK IN THE FOURTH GAME OF THE OPENING SET WITH A CRISP
BACKHAND WINNER.

THE 21-YEAR-OLD KEPT HER FOOT ON THE ACCELERATOR WITH THE FEARLESS BALL-
STRIKING THAT HAS CARRIED HER THROUGH THE FORTNIGHT, AS SHE BROKE AGAIN
TO CLAIM THE SET AND LEAVE 2023 FRENCH OPEN RUNNER-UP MUCHOVA WITH A
MOUNTAIN TO CLIMB.

MUCHOVA BAILED HERSELF OUT OF EARLY TROUBLE IN THE NEXT SET TO HOLD FOR
11- AND THEN BROUGHT UP TWO BREAKPOINTS IN THE THIRD GAME BY RAISING HER
INTENSITY, BUT NOSKOVA STAVED THEM OFF WITH SOME SOLID DEFENDING TO REMAIN
ON TRACK.

AFTER TRADING HER POWER FOR SOME DEFT PLAY A LITTLE LATER, NOSKOVA RESUMED
NORMAL SERVICE TO SECURE AN IMPORTANT BREAK IN THE SIXTH GAME TO GIVE HERSELF
AN OPPORTUNITY TO EARN A FAMOUS WIN.
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