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A Four Corners investigation can
reveal the true number of people
waiting for full aged care funding at
home stands at almost 154,000, not

100,000 as officially reported.

More than 53,000 people, who in
the past would have been counted
on the waitlist published by the

Department of Health, Disability
and Ageing, have been excluded
since government reforms started in
November last year.

This has happened because the
department has a new method of

people
Continued page 32

counting, which means

Trump scales back joint military drills

US President Donald Trump has

ordered the Pentagon to scale back

planned joint military exercises
with South Korea, saying it declined
to help denuclearise Iran and citing
his good relationship with North

with South Korea, calling them ‘hostile’

- 7

Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

Mr Trump said in a social media

post on Sunday, local time, that

the exercises slated to begin this

week were costly and sent a “totally
Continued page 32
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Origin Energy hack traced to
Accenturg's Manila call centre

1 -
OF|

Authorities have traced the Origin
Energy cyber hack that exposed the
personal data of close to a million
Australians to a Manila call centre.

Origin customers told the ABC
they feared their personal data had

=

n

been compromised and expressed

frustration that the company had

not provided sufficient details of the

nature of the incident.

The investigation has linked a
Continued page 23
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Australian electric vehicle sales more than
double since outbreak of war in Iran

Australia has recorded its biggest-
ever quarterly surge in electric
vehicle sales, with updated figures
showing new EV purchases doubled
in the three months to June 30.

At 49 per cent, nearly one in every
two new vehicles sold was either
electric or hybrid, with the spike
coinciding with soaring fuel prices
at the start of April following the war
in Iran and the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz at the end of February.
The data from the Australian
Automobile Association shows that
the fully electric vehicle market
share jumped from 12.25 per cent to
more than 21 per cent in six months.
It means fully electric vehicles
outperformed hybrid model EVs
for the first time, despite hybrids
recording their second-highest
share on record.

Meanwhile, the market share of
non-electric vehicle sales took a
nosedive, falling to 50.84 per cent of
June quarter sales, down from 64.23

per cent.

Discount to roll back from April
the tax
exemption will still apply to electric

From April next year,

vehicles costing less than $75,000,
but those above that threshold will
only get a 25 per cent discount on
the fringe benefits tax.

From April 2029, all electric vehicles
below the luxury car tax threshold
will receive a 25 per cent tax
discount.

Climate Change Minister Chris
Bowen has previously said the
government was scrapping the
discount because it had done its job,
creating a boom in EV uptake that
has driven investment in charging
stations and other infrastructure.
With more Australians driving
EVs, car dealers are now calling on
the federal government to update
Australian Consumer Law to better
protect Australians who purchase
EVs from manufacturers overseas.
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Labor prepared to fast-track fix to negative
gearing 'widow tax'

Treasurer Jim Chalmers says the

government is prepared to fast-track
a fix to the unintended “widow tax”
created by its changes to negative
gearing if it will win the Coalition’s
support to save $37 billion in NDIS
spending.

The Coalition is supportive of
the massive savings package for
the NDIS but has remained in
negotiations with the government
on the bill, which Labor hopes to

pass this week.

Yesterday, Opposition Leader Angus
Taylor issued the government an
ultimatum for its support on the
NDIS: Fix the “cruel” loophole
unintentionally cutting off home
owners from negative gearing if
their partner dies or they separate
due to family violence.

Property investors are still able to
claim rental losses on their income
tax, known as negative gearing, if
the home was bought or settled
before budget night.

But the government’s tax changes
announced in May introduced an
unintended consequence for co-
owners of an investment property
that meant if one of them died, the
partner who inherited their share of
the property would lose the ability
to negatively gear it, since it now
counted as a new ownership for tax

purposes.

Independent senator David Pocock
identified the “widow tax” as the
negative gearing changes were
passed through the Senate with the
support of the Greens, calling for it to

be abolished as a matter of urgency

since it was already preventing
individuals from securing financing.

Senator Pocock has raised the case
of a woman who left her partner
due to family violence, and was
now unable to secure a bank loan to
refinance her investment property
that she co-owned with the former
partner since it would no longer be
eligible for negative gearing after

July next year.

The federal
introduced draft legislation that

government  has

would fix the loophole as part of
a second tranche of housing tax
reforms. However, that bill was
not expected to be dealt with this
fortnight.

This morning, Mr Chalmers said the
government was willing to negotiate
a fast-tracked fix to the widow
tax in order to win the Coalition’s
support on its massive NDIS savings
package.

“The government has already made
it abundantly clear, crystal clear, that
we are addressing some of those
issues raised in that draft legislation
that I put out some time ago, and
that we have consulted on,” Mr
Chalmers said.

“Now, if the opposition’s main ask
is that we pass the government's
legislation quicker, then obviously
I'm up for that discussion.”

Mr Chalmers said he would not detail
negotiations with the opposition,
which he said were primarily being
held between the prime minister
and opposition leader.
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Opinion

By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Sickening
Images

A

Al'technology can create deepfake images and videos that appear highly realistic. This
Iechlmlngj.' has been increasinglj.' used to generate non-consensual expl'u:it content,
often targeting celebrities but also impacting everyday individuals. The victims often
find it difficult to control the spread of these images once they are online .

A teenager has been arrested after a series of explicit Al-generated images of students
at Bacchus Marsh Grammar school, north-west of Melbourne, were discovered.
The schools principal said it appeared images of about 50 girls from the school
were taken from social media and manipulated with Al to create obscene images.
Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan said no place for this disgraceful and misogynistic
conduct in Victoria”. “Women and girls deserve respect in class, online and everywhere
else in our community, which is why we have made laws against this behaviour and
we are teaching respectful relationships in schools to stop violence before it starts.”
Parent, Emily, said she saw the images over the weekend and described them as
“incredibly graphic” She said, that her daughter was very upset and was throwing up
in response to the images. “It was so graphic, I almost threw up when I saw it. It was
really, really awful,” she said. “What kind of mind wants to do that?”

“There's just this feeling of will this come up, will it happen again? It’s very traumatising”
Al imagery becoming more widespread

Digital safety expert Susan McLean from Cyber Safety Solutions said it was becoming
increasingly easy to manipulate images online using Al technology.

“The people making them, the young people, they're getting more brazen and it’s easy
- if you go into the app store there are a number of apps you can download that create
these very believable images almost instantly,” she said.

“These images are often undiscernible to the naked eye, they are very, very good and
even if, in a case like this, there’s a lot of publicity and everybody knows they're fake,
that does not undo the harm.” She called on schools to step up educational programs
around cyber safety, but also said parents need to be vigilant about what their children
are doing online,

What the state government is doing

n 2022, the Victorian government passed new laws targetingsexual offending, including
image-based sexual offences, lo combat the growing issue of deepfake porn. Itis already
an offence to create an intimate image that is contrary to community standards, and a
separate offence to share or threaten to share the image. The government has said all
Victoriangovernment schoolsarecommittedtothe$82 million Respectful Relationships
initiative, which supports schools to model respect, promote positive attitudes and
behaviours, and help students build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.
[ntensive training and support for staff is also being rolled out across about 1,200
schools, with the government planning to invite all remaining non-government
schools to join. Do you know someone who has been impacted by fake images? Are
you concerned about what this means for your child? Share your story in the form
below.

Conclusion

Using Al technology to create obscene images from photos is a deeply concerning
issue with several frightening implications.

Al-generated obscene images often start with photos of real people, violating their
privacy. This misuse can lead to severe emotional distress and damage personal and
professional reputations and sometimes Potential for Extortion and Harassment to
exploit victims for financial gain or personal vendettas.

The legal system in many countries struggles to keep pace with the rapid advancements
in Al technology. This gap leaves victims with limited recourse for seeking justice and
holding perpetrators accountable.

The education to properly address this kind of issue is not necessarily about the
technology and about deepfake, it's about the way that boys and girls and men and

women relate to each other”

One Nation leader Pauline Hanson
says her party wants to wipe out
the booming tobacco black market
by slashing the tax on a packet of
cigarettes by nearly $30, bringing it
close to the cost of illicit cigarettes.
Health Minister Mark Butler conceded
last year that the tobacco black market
had “exploded” as smokers chased
cheaper cigarettes, and caused a wave
of crime including arson attacks
against retailers by organised crime
groups seeking to dominate the illicit
trade.

But the government has resisted any
cuts to the tax on tobacco, which has
been successively lifted over the past
15 years and now makes up more than
half the cost of a pack of cigarettes.
One Nation MP Barnaby Joyce told
ABC Radio National that high taxation
had fuelled the black market.

“If you keep on putting up the price of
cigarettes, you are going to get more
mafia,” Mr Joyce said.

“The only way we can deal with the
criminality ... is to bring back the
price of legal cigarettes into the same
realm as where the illegal ones are”

Senator Hanson said the tobacco tax
had “failed” as she proposed the 75
per cent cut and a three-year pause on
indexation.

“It has handed a multi-billion-dollar
market to organised crime while excise
revenue collapses,” Senator Hanson
wrote on social media.

“Cut the tax. Smash the black market.

Cut oft the cash for organised crime”

Tobacco tax take collapse
In December, Australias tobacco
commissioner estimated at least half
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Pauline Hanson vows to slash cigarette prices
by nearly $30 a pack

of all tobacco being consumed in
Australia was now being sourced from
the black market, generating criminals
more than $4 billion in profit.

Tax revenue from tobacco, meanwhile,
has collapsed, with the commissioner
estimating between $7.7 billion and
$11.8 billion in revenue has been lost

just in the past financial year.

That revenue loss is now greater than
the cost of the Albanese government’s
signature election commitment to
triple incentives for doctors to bulk
bill.

For every 10 cigarettes legally
imported, border officials are seizing
six. That number of cigarettes seized
has quadrupled over less than a
decade.

Nationals leader Matt Canavan said
he supported an excise cut, but One
Nation’s proposal was a “thought

bubble”.

“I think the question has to go to
One Nation: How much is going
to cost? Have you done that work?
How are you going to balance the
budget?” he told News24.

“You've got to get these sorts of
things right. What we are doing is
going through a very considered
process as a Senate inquiry right
now into this issue; I know were
conducting a lot of costings and
consultation with people about
what should be done.”

The Australian Medical Association
(AMA) has repeatedly warned
that cutting tobacco taxes would
be a “dangerous, misguided and
simplistic” approach to tackling
illicit trade.




~ National News

YY1 QI 9y @

m IThe World Observer | 16" August | 2026

Facebook Marketplace warning as
woman loses $10k after accidentally

Leanne Roney’s “heart dropped”
when a woman appeared at her
door and announced the car in her
driveway was stolen.

But her quest to recoup the $9,000
she paid for it and the $1,000 she
spent on registration and upgrades
has since left her stunned at every
turn.

Ms Roney, from Port Sorell in
northern Tasmania, inadvertently
bought the stolen Fiat Ducato van
off Facebook Marketplace in April.
In June, the man who sold it to
her — 41-year-old Michael John
Bowerman — pleaded guilty in
court, where he was ordered to
pay $97 in costs and received a
12-month community correction
order and a six-week suspended
prison sentence.

He was never asked to repay the
money.

“It’s atrocious,” Ms Roney said.

“So he gets a $90 fine, and I lose
$10,000.

While Ms Roney said she contacted
the courts and police multiple
times after his sentencing, police
apologised and lodged a restitution
order with the court only after

She said it was money she could
not afford to lose — saying a car
crash in 2018 had left her unable
to return to her 35-year career as a
chef.

“That’s half a year’s rent,” she said.
“I'm going to try everything to get
it back”

Consumer groups warn stories like
Ms Roney’s are too common and
believe the federal government
needs to do more to compel

tech giants to vet advertisements
on platforms like Facebook
Marketplace.

‘Everything looked legit’

Ms Roney, who “loves tinkering

with cars”, first saw the van on
Facebook Marketplace and thought
it would be perfect to convert into
a camper.

After a test drive, she did a
Tasmanian Vehicle Registration
Check, which showed it was
registered in Bowerman’s name.
“Everything looked legit,” she said.
“So I went ahead with the sale”
But she said after one outing, the
dash flashed with error messages,
and it broke down.

Ms Roney said she remembered an
electronic device in the van when
Bowerman showed it to her, which
she questioned — and he explained
he used it for work.

She now believes he had used

it to wipe the error messages
temporarily.

The ABC has seen a letter from a
mechanic who looked at the vehicle
that states the “previous owner may
have had a code reader and had
been clearing codes to get the van
to her to sell”

‘Not his to sell’

Ms Roney said the knock at her
door came two days later.

She said the woman, who she said
was from repossession company
Derwent Mercantile, told her the
van in her driveway belonged to

a mainland company called Asset
Rental Group, which had leased it
to Bowerman under a rent-to-buy
program.

“And look, honestly, my heart
dropped to my feet,” she said.

She said the repossession company
then tried to take the van.

“I said, ‘No, you're not taking the
van. I'll get a solicitor;” she said.
She said a lawyer advised her “not
to let the van out of her sight” as it
was her only bargaining chip.

Pearson urges Garma to look beyond
Voice defeat

For one of Australia’s most influential
Aboriginal leaders, the failure of the
Voice referendum is written in blue
and orange on the nation’s electoral
map.

Noel Pearson, the architect of the
“blue dot communities” frame, sees
in that map a hard truth about who
wanted constitutional recognition
and who turned it away.

Most of the continent is washed in
orange dots, representing the urban,
regional and settled electorates that
voted no.

Scattered across the north and
centre are the blue dots, the remote
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
homelands that backed the voice,
often overwhelmingly.

Pearson told the Garma Festival
those small communities, including
his own in Cape York, were the places
the voice was designed to serve.
Three years on from the referendum
campaign, Pearson still feels
the burden of raising hopes in
communities that strongly backed
the failed proposal.

He asked what right leaders had to
lift expectations that proved to be “a
mirage” but said that could not be an
excuse to walk away from the blue
dot homelands.

Instead, he pointed to a new
generation of community and
regional leaders, particularly young
Aboriginal women, emerging to take
up the work of reform.

He described them as competent
and relentless, carrying the love of
their people and determined to turn
moral authority into political power.
Yothu  Yindi
executive Denise

Foundation chief
Bowden used
Garma’s “Super Saturday” forum
to urge Australians not to let the
referendum loss or historic injustices
define what came next.

“We must remember the past but

we must not be defined by our past,’

Bowden told the Garma forum.

“We must refuse to be defined by the
event that took place on 14 October
2023 - the referendum.”

She said the task for leaders now
was to ensure this generation was
judged by how it built a future for
children based on fairness, equity
and opportunity.

Sunday is day three of this year’s 26th
annual Garma Festival at the Gulkula
ceremonial site on Yolngu Country,
running under the theme Bukmak,
meaning “all of wus, everyone,
together”.

The four-day celebration of Yolngu
life and culture, held about 40km
from Nhulunbuy on the Gove
Peninsula, will conclude on Monday.
Sunday’s program will push the post-
referendum conversation beyond
Canberra and into the homelands
and regions that bore the weight of
the voice campaign.

Sessions on homelands will highlight
their role as places of family authority,
language, ceremony, ranger work
and local enterprise, challenging
depictions of them as marginal or in
decline.

An “International Voices” stream will
draw on longstanding Yolngu and
Islander connections with South East
Asia and the Pacific to strengthen
modern partnerships on climate,
development and security.

They will

ahead for First Nations people in

examine what lies

a post-referendum Australia and
how governments, business and
communities can respond.

From Pearson’s blue dot homelands
to the red earth of Gulkula, Garma’s
Sunday events are framed as a refusal
to let the story end in defeat.
Organisers and speakers say the
focus now is on long-term structural
change and a just settlement that
honours the communities that voted

< >

yes.
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Robert Sarkis

RJS Aluminium
SYDNEY'S LEADING SUPPLIER OF
ALUMINIUM WINDOWS AND DOORS
FOR DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
APPLICATIONS.
At RS Aluminium, utility and style combine,
resalting in high quality windows and doors
which provide optimum security, whilst also
enhancing the appearance of your house or
building.
Manufacturing to meet your unique
specifications and aesthetic preference,
Aluminium guarantees quality
workmanship across all products within our
extensive Fi.“'JHL'.
5 Aluminium have custom designed
and manufactured products for a range
of outstanding projects, including EDO
project by award winning architects Stanisic
Associates, Luxury Residential Unit SOHO e
Apartments and Cote d' Azur Apartments. \DDRESS 5 Cottam Avenue
v Aluminium Proudly Offer Bankstown NSW 2200

Free, no obligation, over the phur]c quotes

Quality assurance TELEPHONE (02) Q?Oé 1 (;44

f\'}-rgc'l,ﬂ sizes made to measure

Installation by a qualified Aluminium EA S

installer e (02) 97961944

Courteous service - e . ) o

Our dedicated staff, led by Robert Sarkis, will CNUIKICO enqunlesl@rjsmlumlnlumCDmGU

happily assist you throughout every stage of

the process, from selecting the right styles and yALES sﬂtes@rjsaluminium.com.ou

colours through to completion.
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Thousands Celebrate the 19th Festival of Chariots in Liverpool

Thousands of people gathered in Liverpool
to celebrate the 19th Festival of Chariots, a
colourful event showcasing culture, faith, and
community traditions that date back thousands
of years.

The festival was officially opened by Liverpool
Mayor Ned Mannoun, who welcomed the large
crowd and joined participants in the traditional
pulling of the chariot, one of the festival’s most
symbolic and celebrated ceremonies.

Among those attending the celebration were
Tina Ayyad MP, Member for Holsworthy,
Charishma Kaliyanda MP, community leaders,

~ Local News

faith representatives, and residents from across
Sydney, reflecting the strong community
support for one of Liverpool’s most significant
multicultural events.

The event featured vibrant cultural
performances, music, traditional customs,
and family-friendly activities, giving visitors
the opportunity to experience one of the
world’s oldest living cultural celebrations while
promoting inclusion, mutual respect, and
community harmony.

Mayor Mannoun congratulated the dedicated

organisers and volunteers whose commitment
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ensured the success of the festival and thanked
everyone who contributed to creating such
a welcoming and memorable community
celebration.

Proudly supported by Liverpool City Council,
the Festival of Chariots continues to highlight
the city’s rich cultural diversity and reinforces
Liverpool’s reputation as one of Australias
and multicultural

most vibrant, inclusive,

communities, where people from all
backgrounds come together to celebrate their
traditions, strengthen community connections,

and foster greater understanding.
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- From Page One -

former Accenture employee in Manila, in the Philippines, to last month’s
security breach.

Accenture, which has an office in Manila, works with Origin to run its call
centres.

The individual, according to a Nine report, wanted to extort the energy
provider for money in exchange for the return of the information.

Accenture confirmed details of the report to the ABC but said it would not be
commenting.

Origin Energy also declined to comment, saying the security breach was the
subject of an ongoing criminal investigation.

Last month The Australian reported that a hacker had sent it a sample of 50
customer records containing names, addresses, emails, dates of birth, phone
numbers and billing histories.

It is understood that Origin Energy then alerted authorities to a potential data
breach.

Origin later told The Business it believed the information of approximately
900,000 current and former customers was accessed.

Origin CEO apologises, says security settings changed after data breach

It was the latest such incident involving a major company in Australia. Qantas
suffered a major hack in 2025 and Optus and Medibank experienced mass
breaches in 2022.

The energy provider confirmed it became aware of a potential security threat
in early July but initially did not believe it credible.

Origin has urged customers to be vigilant to scams and said specialist identity
and cyber support services were available to affected customers.

“We have now completed the initial phase of our review into Origin’s customer
data security incident,” Origin chief executive Frank Calabria said in July.

“To our customers, I am sorry. We don’t take for granted the trust customers
place in Origin and our safeguarding of their information.”

An Australian Federal Police (AFP) spokesperson told the ABC the agency
was “working closely with Origin Energy and relevant partners following a
reported cyber incident”.

“AFP investigators are focused on gathering evidence, identifying those
responsible, and disrupting any associated criminal activity;, the spokesperson
said.

“Origin Energy has been cooperative and transparent in its engagement with

investigators and continues to provide assistance to the ongoing investigation.”

»
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Four Sydney Swans players
linked to Melbourne
incident that sparked police

investigation

four Sydney Swans players are linked to a Victoria Police sexual assault
investigation.

Police are continuing to investigate an alleged assault at the Pullman Hotel
near the MCG, where the Swans were staying following their 36-point win
over Essendon.

The ABC understands Chad Warner, Isaac Heeney, James Jordon and Riley Bice
are the players linked to the investigation. However, there is no confirmation
that they are alleged to have been directly involved or that all four have spoken
to police.

It is understood a fifth player who has also been publicly connected to the
incident has not spoken to police.

Victoria Police issued a statement on Tuesday morning saying the exact
circumstances are yet to be established, and the investigation remains ongoing.
“Detectives from the Sexual Crimes Squad are investigating a report of a
sexual assault in East Melbourne on 17 August,” the statement read.

“The incident occurred at a hotel on Wellington Parade in the early hours of
the morning.

“The exact circumstances are yet to be established and the investigation into
the incident remains ongoing.

“Police spoke to a number of people at the hotel, however no one has been
arrested or formally interviewed at this time”

The Swans have postponed a private event at the SCG tonight which was being
held ahead of the AFL/AFLW double-header on Sunday in Sydney.

It is understood Sydney Swans coach Dean Cox addressed players about the
incident during a meeting at the team’s headquarters, but the players linked to
the investigation were not present.

They will be spoken to individually by Swans officials.

Cox spoke briefly to media outside of the Swans’ Sydney headquarters on
Tuesday morning.

“Obviously extremely disappointed with what’s happened and we understand
there are questions and we’ll update as we gather more information,” he said.
Cox said it was too early to say whether the players involved would face
sanctions from the AFL.

| b _‘*F
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By Natalie Sukkarieh
Fire
Cigarettes and smoke
Someone tell me a joke.

Let me laugh among the fire

And whisper to me like a liar.

But the fire is too warm
So, my anger wells into a storm
And | want to feel the cold

But for that one must be bold

Something must burn
And take its turn
To become ash from bone

To become dust from stone

Maybe ill learn or or maybe | wont
Weather | do or | don’t
The fire will forever race,

The cold it chooses to chase

oot~
media battle defeat

]

The Duke of Sussex and other celebrity claimants who lost a privacy case

against the publishers of the Daily Mail are facing a legal bill of more than
£18 million ($34m).

The high-profile group, which includes King Charles’ youngest son,
Sir Elton John and Elizabeth Hurley, are being asked to pay Associated
Newspapers’ £34.5m ($65m) legal costs, described as “eye watering”.

The claimants’ insurance covers just £16.2m ($30m), leaving the group
short £18.3m ($34m) short.

They are also being asked to pay an initial £10 million towards the total
costs within 14 days, London’s High Court was told on Wednesday.

A two-day hearing is now underway to decide who will pay what legal
costs for the 11-week trial.

The group sued Associated Newspapers Limited (ANL) in 2022 over
claims of unlawful information gathering including hacking, bugging and
blagging.

But in a ruling handed down earlier this month, judge Justice Nicklin
dismissed in full all 97 claims against the publisher, stating there was no
evidence.

Prince Harry later issued a statement attacking the judge and calling the
426-page ruling a “complete and obvious whitewash”

Antony White KC, representing Associated Newspapers, told the court
the public statement “sought — and achieved — global publicity for a
continued allegation that Associated was in fact guilty of the wrongdoing
alleged”.

ANL has applied for indemnity cover after arguing the claimant’s side
acted unreasonably during the case. In that situation, the losing party
must cover the other side’s charges without the need to show they were
proportionate.

The publisher claims the “entirely inappropriate” statement from Prince
Harry suggested that he “knew better than the judge”.

Lawyers for the Duke of Sussex and the other claimants described the
costs incurred as “eye watering” and £18.6m ($34m) more than the budget
agreed by the court before the start of the trial.

Nicholas Bacon KC said his clients had insurance £2.7m ($4m), totalling
£16.2m ($30m), and that ANL had “overspent what theyd told us theyd
actually spent”.

They were offering to pay close to £8m ($32m) by August 28, including
£68,780 ($132k) relating to the bills linked to Harry’s individual claim.
He said: “The Duke of Sussex brought this claim in good faith. His
evidence was accepted by the court [but] in the final analysis his evidence
fell short of establishing his claim.”

Lawyers for the claimants added: “They have approached this litigation
in good faith, under the burden of decades of intense, intrusive media
scrutiny into their private lives”

The total bill the claimants could face is yet to be decided.

Bacon said any application for permission to appeal the judgment had
been deferred until after a ruling on the legal costs.
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Bankstown RSL marked an exciting new
chapter on Thursday, 13 August 2026,
with the official grand opening of The

Glass House, its newly transformed
entertainment and hospitality space.

The cocktail-style celebration welcomed
around 100 guests, including members,
community representatives, government
and council dignitaries, media
representatives and invited guests,
providing an opportunity to experience
the impressive new venue in a relaxed and
elegant atmosphere.

Official proceedings commenced at 1pm,
with special guest The Hon. David Harris
MP, NSW Minister for Veterans, Gaming
and Racing, joining Bankstown RSL
representatives to celebrate the significant
occasion and addressing guests during the

ceremony.
Among the dignitaries attending were

Kylie Wilkinson MP, Member for East

Hills, along with representatives from the
City of Canterbury Bankstown, including
Mayor Clr Bilal El-Hayek, Deputy Mayor
Clr Rachelle Harika, and Councillors Chris
Cahill, Khal Asfour and Saud Abu-Samen.
The media and multicultural community
were also represented, with Mamdouh
Sukkarieh, Editor of The World Observer
Media, and Charbel Tadros, Editor of Oz
Arab Media, attending alongside Christine
Tadros, Carol Ferrone and Marina Semaan.
The official program included remarks from
Tony Stewart, followed by the ceremonial
ribbon cutting and a celebratory toast
marking the official opening of The Glass
House.

Throughout the afternoon, guests were
invited to explore the newly transformed
space while enjoying drinks and canapés,
live music and entertainment.

Pianist Joseph Macri created an elegant
musical atmosphere throughout the event,
while roaming magician Jack Daniels
entertained guests with a series of illusion
tricks before and after the official ceremony.
The opening also provided guests with an
opportunity to discover the many features
of the new venue. Photography and
videography captured the celebrations and
the distinctive design elements of The Glass
House.

Featuring a sophisticated contemporary
interior, striking lighting, an impressive
central bar and flexible spaces designed for
socialising and entertainment, The Glass
House brings a fresh new dimension to the
Bankstown RSL experience.

The development reflects Bankstown RSLs
continued investment in creating modern
and welcoming facilities for its members,
visitors and the wider community, while
strengthening its longstanding role as

an important community institution in
Bankstown. The grand opening concluded
at 2.30pm, officially launching The Glass
House as the latest addition to Bankstown
RSL and marking an important milestone
in the Club’s continuing evolution.
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A ABC Australian Arab Business Council

Members

The Australian Arab Business Council (AABC)
hosted its August

2026 Monthly Members Dinner at La Castelle
Venue in Bankstown,

bringing together

members, business leaders, professionals
and community representatives for another
successful evening of networking, learning and
social engagement.

Held in a warm and welcoming atmosphere,
the monthly gathering provided an excellent
opportunity for members and guests to
strengthen existing relationships, establish
new business connections and exchange ideas
in a relaxed and engaging setting.

A highlight of the evening was the month’s
special topic, “Al Fireside Exchange,” an
interactive live session presented by AABC

Silver Members Mr Victor Khalil and Mr Rami

Younes from TeckRam.

The presentation marked Part One of the Al
Fireside Exchange and explored the rapidly
evolving world of artificial intelligence,
providing attendees with insights into AI
and its growing relevance to businesses and
professionals.

Following the positive response to the session,
Part Two of the AI Fireside Exchange will
be presented at the AABC September 2026
Members Dinner, continuing the discussion
and giving members another opportunity
to learn more about the opportunities and
developments emerging from Al.

Alongside the
program, guests

business and educational

enjoyed a lively social

atmosphere, with raffle adding

prizes

excitement to the evening.

The August dinner once again highlighted
the strong sense of camaraderie within the
AABC, successfully combining professional
networking, knowledge sharing and social
engagement.

The AABC’s monthly dinners continue to
provide an important platform for members
of the Australian Arab business community
to connect, collaborate and share knowledge,
while  strengthening  professional  and
community relationships. These events are
further supported bythe AABC’s media partner,
The World Observer Media, which regularly
attends and provides media coverage of AABC
events and activities, helping to promote the
Council’s initiatives and achievements to the

wider community.
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Shareefs Restaurant Opens Its New Bankstown Venue,

family celebrated the grand opening of their
newest Shareefs restaurant in Bankstown
last Saturday, welcoming a large gathering
of dignitaries, business leaders, community
members, customers, and friends to mark
the occasion.

The official opening was attended by

NSW Minister Jihad Dib MP, Mayor Bilal
El-Hayek, Councillor Jennifer Walther,
Australian Arab Business Council (AABC)
President George Bousamra, The World
Observer Media Editor-in-Chief Mamdouh
Sukkarieh, Music band Khaled Alamir

and Patrick Najem, along with local
business owners and members of the wider
community.

The new restaurant offers much more

than a place to enjoy a meal. With its
contemporary design, warm atmosphere,
and welcoming hospitality, Shareefs aims to
recreate the vibrant spirit of Beirut’s famous

| |

cafés while serving authentic Middle

Eastern cuisine.

Inspired by the café culture of Beirut
during the 1960s and 1970s, Shareefs
brings customers the traditional flavours

of Lebanese shawarma and a menu that
celebrates the rich culinary heritage of

the Middle East. Every dish reflects the
family’s commitment to quality ingredients,
authentic recipes, and exceptional customer
service.

Speaking on behalf of The World Observer
Media, Editor-in-Chief Mamdouh
Sukkarieh congratulated Charles Shareefs
and his family on their latest achievement.
“This new restaurant is a wonderful
addition to Bankstown’s vibrant dining
scene. Charles and his family have created
more than just a restaurant—they have
created a welcoming destination where
families and friends can enjoy authentic

Anuthentic Taste of Beirut to Sydney

Lebanese cuisine in a modern and
comfortable setting. We wish them every
success in this exciting new venture.”

The opening highlighted the important
contribution that local family-owned
businesses continue to make to Bankstown’s
multicultural community, enriching the
area’s hospitality industry while sharing the
flavours and traditions of Lebanese culture
with the wider Australian community.
Shareefs Bankstown

Dine-in Restaurant

68 Marion Street, Bankstown NSW 2200
Phone: 0458 371 995

Email: info@shareefs.com.au

Website: https://shareefs.com.au/

In addition to its new Bankstown location,
Shareefs continues to serve customers
through its other restaurant locations across
Sydney.
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Australia’s most popular
baby names for girls and
boys

Australia’s top baby names of have been
announced - with crowd favourite Oliver
proving the most popular for boys 10 years
in a row.

McCrindle has compiled a list of the top 10
baby names for boys and girls after analysing
the data and trends of every child born across
the nation over the past 12 months,
Frontrunner Charlotte has reclaimed the top
spot as the country’s most popular girl's name
after being knocked off for the first time in
seven years by Isla in 2022,

In a reign that has lasted over a decade, Oliver
is the longest-standing number one baby boy
name since 2013,

Top choices for boys include Noah, Leo,
William, Henry and Jack.

Theodore makes its debut in the top 10 for
the first time - landing in seventh place - after
consistently climbing the ranks every year since
joining the top 100 in 2014.

Hudson, Charlie and Luca saw a rise in
popularity - with the names wrapping up the
top 10 list for boys.

Lucas and Thomas end their streak of being in
the top 10 for 10 years.

Unlike the boys, there are no new additions to
this year’s top 10 girl names - but the order of
the rankings have shifted slightly.

Isla has slipped to third place while Amelia
clinches second spot.

Olivia landed in fourth place - continuing her
streak in the top 10, having been one of only
three names (Charlotte, Olivia and Mia) to
have featured in the top 10 since 2010,

Firm favourites for girls have remained fairly
stable - with Mia, Ava, Matilda, Ella, Grace and
Willow all clinging onto the top 10.

The report uncovers fascinating insights into
the trends that are shaping the choices of
today’s parents.

Girls baby names

1. Charlotte 2. Amelia 3. Isla 4. Olivia 5. Mia 6.
Ava 7. Matilda 8. Ella 9. Grace 10. Willow
Boys baby names

1. Oliver 2. Noah 3. Leo 4. William 5. Henry 6.
Jack 7. Theodore 8. Hudson 9. Charlie 10. Luca

Why you should always put old lemon wedges in

your dishwasher. Always.

AN Aussichomeownerhasrevealedher simple
hack for keeping her dishwasher sparkling
clean - using a very unlikely food.

Sharing on a popular Facebook page, the
woman revealed how she simply throws a
handtul of old, used lemons in her dishwasher
every time she does a load of dishes.

She claims the easy step leaves her dishwasher
free of gunk and build-up, and also smelling
nice.

In her post, the home owner explained that
her husband usually purchases ALDI's Logix
Dishwasher Cleaner for the job.

“My husband insists on buying this to clean
the dishwasher” she wrote on the Simple
Savers Facebook group.

“I blew his mind by throwing my used lime/
lemon wedges (used in drinks, salad dressings,
home made hummus etc) into the dishwasher
WHILE it was cleaning dishes to clean the
dishwasher.

“No extra cost, no need to do it separately to
cleaning the dishes (wasting heaps of water)
and a sparkling dishwasher!”

She went on to say that the lemons don't leave
any residue on your clean plates and cups -
despite what you might think.

i

}
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“When I first tried it I thought there would be
bits of lemon pith/flesh etc on the dishes but
there wasn't,” she added.

“I now literally just chuck a wedge of used citrus
into the dishwasher before each wash and its
sparkling and smells great.”

Other home owners said they were also big fans
of the simple trick.

“I use half a used lemon or lime in the cutlery
caddy, works every time and no extra costs
for dishwasher cleaner which is ridiculously
expensive!” said one.

“If the dishwasher needs an extra clean I run it
empty on the shortest cycle with a glug of white

vinegar””

Choking hazards for children: Mum warns of
dangers of feeding watermelon to young kids

A mum has wurged parents never

to give their children chunks ’

of watermelon, because of the

risk of choking.

Joannie Bert began a choking I

prevention

She shared the watermelon warning

on Facebook, along with a personal story
detailing the moment her friends daughter
choked on the popular summer fruit.
Surprisingly, the risk primarily outlined by Bert
wasn't related to the fruit’s seeds.

“A few years ago, a close friend of mine gave her
three-vear-old daughter (some) watermelon,”
Bert wrote.

“It was a beautiful day. Hubby was working in
the yard. Friend was cutting up the watermelon
on the counter in the kitchen and daughter was
seated at the kitchen table”

Bert’s riend handed a chunk of watermelon to
her toddler - but within seconds, the little girl
began “choking in silence”,

The mum looked up and immediately knew
“her worst fear was coming true”,

“The frantic look in her daughter’s eyes revealed
she could not breathe,” Bert said.

She rushed her daughter outside to her husband
where the couple began back blows, managing
to dislodge the piece of fruit that was “choking
the life out of their precious baby girl”

ﬁ‘

“Their baby cried and that family
breathed in together, a tremendous
sigh of relief. Baby girl was
absolutely fine,” Bert wrote.

Berts friend believes the

not-for-profit in watermelon chunk may have
the US after her three-year-old \ been “too thick”
godson died while eating a hot dog. The frightening experience

prompted Bert to create a video where
she explained that chunks of watermelon can
pose a risk to children under five, those who
are missing teeth, and those with special needs.
“You should never serve chunks of watermelon,”
she said in the video.
“Due to the shape, size and slipperiness,
{chunks) can ecasily slide down the esophagus,
become lodged, and push up against the trachea
and prevent air{flow).”
Bert suggests serving thin watermelon slices
that are still on the skin.
“This way your child would be forced to take
little bites and in a more controlled setting,” she
says,
She also advised against buying watermelons
that have pips.
“Seeds are also on the list of high risks of
choking dangers - (they) can aspirate into the
windpipe again, preventing air,” she said.
“So two takeaways from this video: never
serve chunks of watermelon, you should slice
them thin and keep them on the skin, and no

seeds”
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Lots of rain for some and unusually warm for all:
What you can expect from the weather this winter

Winter is upon us, but Australians have barely had
to reach for their woolly warmers this year due to
unusually hot weather throughout autumn.

The country sweated through its hottest March
on record, while April temperatures were a degree
above the long-term average.

So is winter going to offer any reprieve, and
what should you expect in terms of rainfall and
snowfall? This is what you need to know.
Temperature

According to the Bureau of Meteorology’s official
winter forecast, the warmer-than-usual weather is
here to stay for winter: every state and territory is
either likely or very likely to have above-average
temperatures for the next three months.

Large parts of the country, including Sydney,
Perth and south-west Western Australia, and
Melbourne and much of Victoria, have more than
a 50 per cent chance of recording unusually high
maximum temperatures from June to August.
Even more of the country has a high chance
of unusually warm minimum temperatures
throughout winter.

“Although we are entering the cooler months, June
to August daytime temperatures are likely to be
above average across Australia,” the BoM said in
mid-May.

“There’s an increased chance of unusually warm
days, particularly in the south.

“Overnight temperatures are also very likely to be
warmer than average from June to August.
“There’s an increased chance of unusually warm
nights, especially across parts of the west, south
and east”

Rainfall

While just about the entire country is set for an
unusually warm winter, the rainfall forecast isn’t
as uniform.

“Above-average rainfall is likely (60 to 80 per cent
chance) for much of inland Australia,” the BoM
said in its long-range forecast on May 29.

What constitutes above-average rainfall differs
from region to region. Western Tasmania is
forecast to be the wettest part of the country for
winter, followed by south-west Western Australia.
Parts of Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane all have

a 75 per cent chance of receiving between 100-

200mm from June to August.

There is a chance that South Australia, which has
been struggling through severe drought, could get
some relief in the coming months.

“For parts of Australia’s tropical north, the south-
east and the south-west, rainfall is expected to be
in the typical winter range,” the BoM said in its
winter forecast.

“Typical rainfall means there’s a roughly equal
possibility for these areas to receive above, below
or near-average rainfall.

“This includes parts of South Australia, Victoria
and Tasmania that have been affected by prolonged
dry conditions as well as parts of New South Wales
recently impacted by severe flooding”

There’s an unseasonal risk of bushfires in parts of
South Australia and Victoria this winter.

‘Leave him alone':
Aryna Sabalenka
dfends Novak

<~

Amid a string of disappointing early defeats, questions
about Djokovic's fitness and mindset gained prominence
.in the media

So when Sabalenka, who is known to be a friend of
after 1.Djokovic's on tour, was asked about the world No
her victory over Danilovic, she asked for the media to
.ease up

You are trying to put as much pressure as you can on"
Novak. Leave him alone. Look at him. He's fit, strong.
Mentally, physically, I think he's ready to play, I don't
know, another two, three years. I don't know," Sabalenka
.replied

He's doing really well, you know. Of course up and"
downs, everyone has it. You know, I believe the older
you get, the tougher it gets to, like, stay consistent on the

level
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Endangered
Leadbeater's possum
found in Kosciuszko

A forest expert says after decades of speculation,

scientists may have stumbled upon a new
subspecies of the critically endangered
Leadbeater’s possum inside Kosciuszko National
Park.

Forest ecologist David Lindenmayer said while
the possum was thought to be extinct in New
South Wales, a research team from the NSW
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the
Environment and Water had likely stumbled
across a new subspecies of the animal.

After reviewing almost 1 million images from
ground-based wildlife cameras set up to survey
the also critically endangered smoky mouse, the
possum was spotted in seven photos taken over a
period of just 10 seconds in October.

The images weren't discovered until last week.
“It looks like a sugar glider, except its not a
glider,” Professor Lindenmayer said.

“It’s a jumping possum that moves like greased
lightning in the forest understorey, and this really
illustrates the importance of large, protected
areas like Kosciuszko National Park.”

All that was previously known about the
mammal’s NSW population was from fossil
records from around the Yarrangobilly Caves
and the Wombeyan Caves, outside Goulburn.

“I think this is a relic population that has always
been there, just in very small numbers that are
very hard to detect,” Professor Lindenmayer said.
“This new discovery is very significant because
other subspecies of the possum in Victoria are
now getting perilously close to being lost.

“There is a lowland population in southern
Victoria, which is now down to about 40
individuals.

“This new discovery shows there are some other
safety populations outside that one”

Two Leadbeater’s possums were recently released
into Coranderrk Bushland Nature Conservation
Reserve in Victoria, in a decade-long effort to
help rehabilitate the species.
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Cate Blanchett asks why the
MeToo movement ‘got killed’

Australian star Cate Blanchett says she is
disappointed the #MeToo movement “got killed
very quickly” in Hollywood.

Blanchett has questioned why the initiative got
“shut down” when it had such a power to effect
change.

“It got killed very quickly, which I think is
interesting,” Blanchett said in a conversation with
moderator Didier Allouch at the Cannes Film
Festival on Sunday (local time).

“There are a lot of people with platforms who are
able to speak up with relative safety and say ‘this
has happened to me’ And the so-called average
woman on the street, person on the street, is saying
me too. Why does that get shut down?

“What the movement revealed is a systemic
layer of abuse, not only in this industry but in all
industries, and if you don't identify a problem, you
can’t solve the problem?”

The #MeToo movement - in which women in the
public eye spoke about their experiences of sexual
misconduct in their careers — gained traction in
October 2017, following sexual abuse allegations
against Harvey Weinstein.

Blanchett, 57, also highlighted the continued
gender imbalance on film sets. She said she
thought being in male-dominated environments
had an “effect on the work”

“I'm still on film sets and I do the headcount every
day. There’s 10 women and there’s 75 men every
morning,” she said.

“I love men, but what happens is the jokes become
the same.

“You just have to brace yourself slightly, and I'm
used to that. But it just gets boring for everybody
when you walk into a homogeneous workplace. I
think it has an effect on the work”

At the 2018 Cannes Film Festival, Cate was
president of the jury and led a women’s march in
which 82 woman - including Kristen Stewart, Lea
Seydoux and Ava DuVernay - held hands to walk
up the steps of the Palais des Festivals. The march
highlighted the fact that, until that point, just 82
women had competed at Cannes - in contrast to
1866 male directors from the same period.
“Women are not a minority in the world, yet the
current state of the industry says otherwise,” she
said at the time.

“As women, we all face our own unique challenges,
but we stand together.

‘A spark’: Rumours swirl about Pamela Anderson and Tom
Cruise

The Hollywood rumour mill has gone into
overdrive amid speculation that Baywatch
icon Pamela Anderson is romantically
involved with fellow A-lister Tom Cruise.
The buzz, which comes after Anderson was
last year linked with her Naked Gun co-star
Liam Neeson, appears to have begun with
an unverified claim that there is “a spark”
between the pair.

American tabloid The National Enquirer
reported last month that Cruise, 63, and
Anderson, 58, have been “keeping in touch”
since he reached out to congratulate her for
her Golden Globe-nominated performance
in acclaimed 2024 film The Last Showgirl.
“The movie got people to see Pam in a very
different light, including Tom,” it quoted a
source as saying.

Further fuelling speculation, The Daily Mail
reported this month that a source had told it

Anderson was “making room for love in her

il
life” after a busy few years in the entertainment
industry.

However, there has been no official comment
from either actor, and some celebrity watchers
believe it may all be a publicity stunt.

“To be fair, Pamela’s having a career resurgence
right now so naturally I think people are
linking her to huge stars,” American reporter
and podcast host Kinsey Schofield told Sky
News.

“Tll believe Tom Cruise is dating someone
when Tom Cruise confirms it himself -— and
even then I'll wonder if it was manufactured
by Scientology, OK?

“Hollywood romance rumours are basically a
marketing strategy.”

Schofield also noted that celebrity watchers
were still “really confused” by the stories
about Anderson’s relationship with Neeson,
which was sparked by their intimate rapport
while promoting The Naked Gun last year.

‘1 don’t know how to carry on’: Messi’s future in

Lionel Messi has cast doubt on his future in soccer
in an emotional statement following the death of
his father.

Jorge Messi died at the age of 68 on Saturday in
hospital in his hometown of Rosario following a
long illness, having previously acted as his sons
agent throughout his world-beating career.

The Argentina great took to social media on
Wednesday to deliver an emotional post in which
he made it clear his days could be numbered as a
pro.

-~

“I don't know what I'm going to do without you,”

the 39-year-old wrote on Instagram.

“I don’t know how to carry on. I used to just play
football, and now I'm really not sure if I'll carry on
doing it for much longer.

“You were by my side from the beginning; there
was so little left until the end. Why couldn’t you
hold on just a little longer so we could finish it
together?”

A private funeral was held at a cemetery in the
town of Perez outside Rosario on Sunday.
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Gasps every step of the way: How Zendaya has Delta makes it a hat-trick
turned the red carpet into her kingdom with Aussie classic
To say Zendaya is booked and busy might be the
understatement of the year.
Like Anne Hathaway, her co-star in The Odyssey, -

the 29-year-old actress has no less than five new
projects releasing in 2026 — each accompanied by a
dazzling display of red carpet fashion.

Zendaya is currently promoting Spider-Man:
Brand New Day, alongside her on- and off-
screen leading man Tom Holland. This press tour
comes hot on the heels of those for The Odyssey,
Euphoria’s final season and The Drama. She’ll get
a brief hiatus from her towering stilettos before
Dune: Part Three drops in December.

Obviously, this is an incredible phase for the
former Disney Channel star’s acting career, but it’s
also provided a spectacular style showcase that has
delivered gasps and swoons each step of the way.
Zendaya is already famous for her ‘method
dressing’ - wearing outfits visually tying into the
theme of each project through motifs and design
styles — on movie press tours, and 2026 has taken

things to the next level.

Her latest effort, at the Los Angeles premiere of
Spider-Man, has continued the spideresque theme
of her red carpet looks for the movie.

The newlywed star wore a black Ashi Studio gown

with a huge architectural skirt and train.

Her longtime stylist Law Roach, whos been
responsible for many of her most jaw-dropping .t
outfits, said it was an “abstract” take on the Roach also hinted at what we all suspected: the

spider, telling Variety: “In our mind, it’s like this Dune: Part Three looks are going to be equally

metamorphosis of this woman into this thing?” dazzling.

It was a closing ceremony featuring some serious

Australian star power, with Delta Goodrem
headlining proceedings.

It was the third time, after Melbourne 2006 and
Gold Coast 2018, that Goodrem had performed
at a Commonwealth Games, and the Australian

icon was in fine form at the Hydro indoor arena

in Glasgow.
GaSpS every Step of the way: How Zendaya has Goodrem was revealed to the crowd in dramatic
turned the red carpet into her kingdom fashion, it by a spottight AR
piano, belting out her classic Born To Try, before
A court has heard veteran broadcaster Alan Jones allegedly kissed a year 12 student who he had invited to rising from her seat and welcoming the athletes
his property at Fitzroy Falls in the Southern Highlands. into the venue with an inspired medley of her hits.
And the performance reached a real crescendo
Mr Jones on Monday arrived at court for the first day of his indecent assault and sexual touching trial. when she welcomed Scottish pop star Cammy
Barnes to the stage for a rendition of the most
After a series of pre-trial hearings where some charges were either dropped or reduced, Mr Jones now classic of Aussie classics, John Farnham’s You're

faces 22 charges relating to six male complainants, 20 counts of assault with act of indecency, and two the Voice.

counts of sexual touching.




The World Observer | 16* August | 2026

From page one

YY1 QI 9y @

ﬂﬂmﬁamﬁmmm

receiving interim funding have been excluded from the waitlist.

Prior to the reforms, people received interim funding in the form of a lower-
level package.

They remained on the official waitlist until they received their approved
package.

If the waitlist were counted using the same method applied for the nine years
prior, the waitlist would be at its longest since before the aged care royal
commission was announced in 2018.

Under the new system, which started on November 1, once someone begins
receiving an interim payment of 60 per cent of their approved funding, they
are taken off the official waitlist even though they have not yet received full
funding.

More than 90 per cent of people being granted funding under the Support at
Home program are provided with an interim package of 60 per cent, which
they remain on for an average of 10 weeks before getting their full funding.
This change is one of the key reasons why the waitlist numbers appeared to
drop immediately after the government’s “once in a generation” reforms came
into effect on November 1 last year.

Official figures of the waitlist before Support at Home was introduced showed
that on October 31, 2025, there were 107,281 people waiting for their full aged
care funding.

That waitlist dropped to 94,963 on December 31, 2025, after those receiving
interim funding were excluded from the waitlist.

When Four Corners put these findings to Aged Care Minister Sam Rae, he
denied there had been any change, saying “the waiting list has always been
manufactured or calculated the way that it currently is”.

Asked directly whether the current waitlist included people receiving interim
funding, Mr Rae said they did not. “No, once people receive the care package
at the level that they have been assessed for, they no longer count [on the
official waitlist].”

More than 4,800 people died in 2024-25 while waiting for their approved
home care funding.

‘Unacceptable’

Formeractinginspector-general ofaged careIan Yates said it was “unacceptable”
that the government had changed its reporting method.

“The government needs to come clean and at least report these [people
on interim funding] as an additional figure in their reports so they can be
monitored,” he said.

The department’s latest figures put the waitlist at 100,191 at March 31, but
using the method applied consistently since reporting began in 2017, the true
figure is 153,909.

Four Corners uncovered the discrepancy after comparing evidence given at
Senate estimates on June 2 this year, where officials disclosed that people on
interim funding had been taken off the waitlist, meaning 53,718 people had
been excluded as of March 31.

Combined, it means the number of people waiting for full funding is 153,909.
In May, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese acknowledged problems in the
system, saying “the state of aged care is not good enough,” and pointing to
“billions of dollars of additional funding in the budget”

Demand for aged care has increased dramatically since the royal commission
was announced, with the number of people receiving home care jumping
four-fold to more than 364,700.

Also potentially adding to the bottleneck is that more assessments are being
completed.

Since the reforms, the average number of completed assessments has risen
from 46,500 per quarter in 2017-18 to more than 79,700 per quarter in March
2026.

Labor’s record

In its first three years in power, Labor released fewer home care packages than
the Coalition did during its last three years in power — averaging less than
37,700 per quarter compared to more than 45,700 under the Coalition.

This was also below the average during the royal commission, of 41,445 per

quarter.

Natalie Siegel-Brown, who recently resigned as inspector-general of aged

care, told Four Corners that restricting funding to help people stay at home

amounted to a false economy.

“It might look like a saving in the short term, but in that wait time, decline

accelerates ... and we end up paying a much higher cost for them to go into

residential aged care,” she said.

On average, it costs the commonwealth more than $117,000 a year to subsidise

a person in residential aged care, compared with less than $30,000 for care at

home.

Since the Support at Home program was introduced, Labor has boosted

its output, roughly doubling the number of packages released per quarter,

compared to its three-year average.

Aged Care Minister Sam Rae said: “While we know there’s much more to do
.. our methodical work to secure more care for more older Australians than

ever is making a material impact”

inappropriate and hostile” signal to North Korea, which he said had been
“unthreatening and respectful” while he had been in the White House.
“Therefore, and based on the fact that it is too late to cancel, I have instructed
Secretary of War, Pete Hegseth, to substantially reduce the Joint Military
Exercises!” Mr Trump wrote.

Mr Trump added that he recently asked South Korea’s president to join the US
in its efforts to denuclearise Iran, “and they said, ‘No thanks!”

When asked about the post, South Korea’s defence ministry said the exercises
would proceed as scheduled.

“Wewill proceed as previously notified and scheduled,” a ministry spokesperson
said in a brief statement.

A Pentagon spokesperson referred questions on the matter to the White House,
which did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for more information
on next steps for the drills.

The 11-day exercises, involving 18,000 South Korean soldiers, were designed
to boost readiness against North Korean threats.

North Korea on Friday threatened unspecified stern steps against the US and
South Korea, describing their military drills as “a rehearsal for an aggressive
war” and accusing them of triggering greater instability in the region.

The warning was typical of the harsh rhetoric North Korea often deploys
ahead of major US-South Korean military exercises.

Experts say North Korea has often used its rivals’ drills as a pretext to ramp up
testing activities to expand its weapons arsenals and promote public support
for the reclusive North Korean leader.

US and South Korean forces were expected to practise joint operations in
complex scenarios, including a live-fire exercise to test joint precision targeting
and manoeuvring, a wet gap crossing, and distribution of pre-positioned
military equipment, according to the US military.

The US military has said the summertime Ulchi Freedom Shield exercises
reinforce “the role of the alliance as the linchpin for regional peace and
security” and reaffirm “the ironclad commitment between the United States
and the Republic of Korea to defend their homelands”




