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Italy has temporarily suspended
the Schengen Agreement and
reintroduced border controls with
Spain after a surge of migrants

entered the Spanish North African
enclave of Ceuta.

The move follows an apparent
of border

breakdown controls

h: 9791 9955 - Ph:
9791 9911

Fax:

between Morocco and the tiny
Spanish territory on Thursday, local
time, allowing an estimated 50,000
people to cross into Ceuta amid

9791

chaotic scenes.
The number of arrivals was
equivalent to more than half of

Continued page 32

Donald Trump holds off on strikes
against ran

US President Donald Trump says
he will order American forces to
hold off on new strikes against
Iran, saying Middle East allies have
reached the parameters of a deal to
end the five-month old war.

The emerging deal “would include

the Immediate, Complete, and Total
OPENING OF THE HORMUZ
STRAIT, and an end to Iran’s nuclear
threat,” Mr Trump wrote on Truth

Continued page 32
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Gianni Infantino accused of 'egregious

Successfully  stopping  Gianni
Infantinos FIFA plan to sell World
Cup profits to private investors was
the first half of a high-stakes game
in global soccer politics.

The second half kicked off overnight

act of poor governance' as FIFA fallout

with what seemed a clear aim of

ending Infantinos decade-long
presidency.

“No option should be off the table,”
said European soccer body UEFA,

Continued page 21
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Australian electric vehicle sales more than
double since outbreak of war in Iran

Australia has recorded its biggest-
ever quarterly surge in electric
vehicle sales, with updated figures
showing new EV purchases doubled
in the three months to June 30.

At 49 per cent, nearly one in every
two new vehicles sold was either
electric or hybrid, with the spike
coinciding with soaring fuel prices
at the start of April following the war
in Iran and the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz at the end of February.
The data from the Australian
Automobile Association shows that
the fully electric vehicle market
share jumped from 12.25 per cent to
more than 21 per cent in six months.
It means fully electric vehicles
outperformed hybrid model EVs
for the first time, despite hybrids
recording their second-highest
share on record.

Meanwhile, the market share of
non-electric vehicle sales took a
nosedive, falling to 50.84 per cent of
June quarter sales, down from 64.23
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Discount to roll back from April

the tax
exemption will still apply to electric

From April next year,

vehicles costing less than $75,000,
but those above that threshold will
only get a 25 per cent discount on
the fringe benefits tax.

From April 2029, all electric vehicles
below the luxury car tax threshold
will receive a 25 per cent tax
discount.

Climate Change Minister Chris
Bowen has previously said the
government was scrapping the
discount because it had done its job,
creating a boom in EV uptake that
has driven investment in charging
stations and other infrastructure.
With more Australians driving
EVs, car dealers are now calling on
the federal government to update
Australian Consumer Law to better
protect Australians who purchase
EVs from manufacturers overseas.
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Fuel discount to end from midnight - here’s
what it means

Millions of drivers are expected to
pack out servos around the country
today ahead of the fuel excise charge
returning in full at midnight.

A discount has been in place since
April this year, prompted as an
immediate  cost-of-living  relief
measure by the Iran war and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

But the government has consistently
maintained it would be a temporary
measure and no last-minute
extension of the discount appears
likely.

From midnight, the excise will
return to its full 53 cents a litre
charge, about 20 cents more than it
is now.

‘I think

understood, as we have made crystal

Australians have

clear all the way through, that this
was a temporary measure, Energy
Minister Chris Bowen said.

He urged people not to hoard extra
petrol at the pump as well.

“We ask people to buy as much fuel
as they need, no more, no less,” he
said.

Nonetheless, queues are expected
to build up at service stations today,
with petrol from tomorrow expected
to push past $2 a litre, while diesel is
likely to shoot past $2.40.

The diesel price rise in particular is
set to hit all Australians hard, New
Energy Transport co-founder Daniel
Bleakley told Weekend Today.
“We're the second most road-freight
dependent country in the world,” he
said.

“Ninety per cent of our diesel
is imported, so were extremely
exposed to this volatility”

Australia’s field-to-supermarket
food supply chain relied on diesel
and road transport at every step, he
said.

And the forecast $2.40/L diesel price

was about 50 per cent above the
$1.60/L seen before the Iran war.

Therefore, Australians are likely

staring down the barrel of price
increases at the checkout.

“This is going to affect all our supply
chains,” Bleakley said.

He said a long-term solution
involved electric vehicles, which
Australians are increasingly turning
to, as well as heavy electric freight
vehicles.

Nine Political Editor Charles
Croucher advised people to take
their time to find the right service
stations throughout the week, as
some would by default preserve the
discount for several days.

He said the trigger for most servos
to push prices back up would be
when they refilled their tanks,
leaving some leeway between the
full excise return at midnight, and
an immediate price hike.

But over the longer-term, he said,
Australians were likely to be hit
on expanding costs, even with the
country’s fuel stocks in better shape
than they were pre-war.

“The biggest thing that Australians

Three found dead in granny flat after house
fire

A husband, wife and their teenage son have died in a suburban house fire, with

investigators probing what caused the tragic blaze.

The bodies of the a 52-year-old male, a 43-year-old female and a 16-year-old

male were discovered when police and fire crews entered a granny flat at the

rear of a property at Wiley Park in Sydney’s south-west.

Authorities had been called to the home on Cornelia Street about 9.45pm on

Wednesday, following reports of a fire.

The blaze reached the windows of the home before five fire trucks and 20
firefighters arrived, Fire and Rescue NSW officials said.

The cause of the fire remains unknown.




@ The World Observer | 1¢ August | 2026

~— Opinion

By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Concern
about using
Facebook

-

No doubt Facebook is the most powerful platform of social media and

social networking site in the world. In this article | will discuss both the
pros and cons of the use of this tool, however, | will concentrate on the
disadvantages of Facebook, as the advantages are well known for most of
the people using Facebook.

Facebook is useful to the user as it allows them to connect with family,
friends, work colleagues and even to meet new people, and also for
business purposes to promote products or services.

Facebook can also be used as video chat tool, as an image or video hosting
site and backup account feature.

Talking about positives of Facebook, it’s one of the best sources of
information, entertainment and news, it updates the user with latest
news and information as it happens. Generally, major news usually goes
viral on Facebook.

On the other hand, the major concern and disadvantage of Facebook, is
to do with freedom of using Facebook as means of harming people and
destruction of their reputation by publicly naming and shaming them.
Some Facebook users seek to bring out their personalities on the Facebook
pages to promote themselves and to obtain attention from others. Some
use slander and defamation to undermine people’s positions, others use
bad terms and language. All this shows is a lack of sense of responsibility
and awareness of the danger of using this space of freedom of expression,
which it was not created for.

This phenomenon is unfortunately exacerbated in the Arabic community
and has recently become a way for people to “show off” especially in
the bad light. And as there are currently no punishments for this type of
behaviour there is an Arabic saying “if you are not ashamed, then you will
do whatever you want.”

Privacy is another factor we need to consider on Facebook, it has to
do with the availability of personal information, whether in the form
of pictures, video or text, you should bear in mind the privacy of your
personal data, because after they are placed online you lose all control.
Facebook offers many entertainment applications and games which
engage users to a great extent. Also Facebook chat and Facebook video is
almost addictive to some and they will spend the majority of their day on
this social networking site.

One of the most prominent disadvantages of Facebook is the ability to
create a fake profile, along with fake pictures to try to deceive and attract
others. Then there is also the ability to pretend to be other people, such
as high profile and famous people.

Everyone should be careful about fake Facebook profiles, though, as they
are usually created by stalkers or spammers, so be cautious since not all
online users are honest and sincere.

According to reports, Facebook is also becoming one of the major reasons
for failed relationship and breakups.

In conclusion if Facebook is used in the right and proper manner with

good intensions, it can be a powerful tool for marketing and networking.

_

Historic relationships formed over
hundreds of years between First
Nations peoples and their Pacific
neighbours offer Australia a “strategic
national advantage’, Foreign Minister
Penny Wong has told Garma Festival.

“Centuries before Europeans arrived,
First Nations people connected
Australia with the world,” Ms Wong
told those gathered in north-east
Arnhem Land for the second day of the
nation’s largest Indigenous gathering.

“As Australias foreign minister, I am
proud that this history — once under-
utilised — is now part of Australia’s
foreign policy”

Ms Wong used her keynote address to
emphasise her “shared vision for the
Pacific region”, acknowledging Prime
Minister of Timor-Leste Xanana
Gusmao and leaders from the Marshall
Islands, Kiribati, the Solomon Islands,
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Palau, and
Tonga in the audience.

‘We are not a monoculture and never
have been’

Appearing on behalf of the prime
minister, who was absent from the
festival, Ms Wong rejected the idea
of Australia as a ‘monoculture’ and
emphasised  Australias  “common
ground” with other countries.

“We are not a monoculture and never
have been,” she said.

“That is why the Albanese Labor
government has been determined to

include more of Australia’s history and
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Penny Wong emphasises strategic importance
of Indigenous ties to Pacific

voices in our foreign policy”

Prime Minister of Timor-Leste
Xanana Gusmao also gave a keynote
address.

As a Yanyuwa woman, Indigenous
Australians  Minister ~Malarndirri
McCarthy described her own family’s
cultural and trade connections to the
people of Macassar.

“We taught them about the trees to use
for the ropes to make,” she said in her
keynote address.

“They taught us about the sails. We
showed them where the trepang was.
“They would live with us for many,
many seasons before they went back.
And we would do the same”

A focus on land rights

On the 50th anniversary of land
rights, Ms McCarthy described the
“alien moment” of her family having
to prove their connections to the land.
“It was 50 years ago that the Yanyuwa
people, my families, were the first to
be tested under the Aboriginal Land
Rights Act Northern Territory, she
said.

‘I was only a little girl, but I
remember my grandfathers, my
Mimi (grandmother) and my Kurdis
(grandfathers), my kujakas (mothers)
all thinking and talking about how
they were going to prove they were
Yanyuwa and that they belonged
to this land around the Borroloola

region.
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ATO reveals top 10 highest paying jobs

The Australian Taxation Office
(ATO) has revealed the highest
paying jobs across the country,
with the top role bringing in nearly
$520,000 a year. The list is based on
the tax return data of millions of
Aussies and gives a comprehensive
insight into how much people are
earning.

Surgeons were once again named
the top earners in Australia, making
an average of $519,998 a year. This
was up nearly $47,500 from the
previous year and accounts for
4,280 workers in the country.

For context, this means surgeons
are earning more than six times the
average taxable income of $78,127
over the same period.

Medical professionals once again
dominated the list, making up half
of the top 10 roles. Anaesthetists
took second place with average
earnings of $475,455 and internal
medicine specialists were in third at
$362,120.

Financial dealers were the highest
paid non-medical role, earning an
average of $347,375 based on the
salaries of 5,148 individuals.

The more nebulous roles of CEOs
and managing directors were the
most common profession to crack
the top 10, with 237,168 people
in the role earning an average of
$200,418 a year.

What are the highest paid jobs in
Australia?

The ATO data, which was released
today, is based on the tax returns
from the 2023-24 financial year.
The top 10 occupations have
remained the same over the years,
but incomes have gone up for most
professions and some jobs have

switched places in the list.

Here is the full list of roles and how
much their incomes have changed
since the previous year.

1. Surgeon  $519,998  (up
$47,523)

2. Anaesthetists $475,455 (up
$28,262)

3. Internal medicine specialist
$362,120 (up $19,663)

4. Financial dealer $347,375
(down $7,858)

5. Psychiatrist $305,282 (up
$19,136)

6. Other medical practitioners
$277,728 (up $17,926)

7. Judicial or other legal
professional $217,127 (up $10,719)
8. Mining engineer $216,080
(up $9,657)

9. Financial investment
advisor or manager $202,840 (up
$10,854)

10. Chief executive officer or
managing director $200,418 (up
$5,431)

How much does the average Aussie
earn?

The ATO data also revealed the
average Aussie income was $78,127
a year, which was up from the
previous year’s average of $74,240.
The median income was lower at
$58,739 a year, but also up from the
previous year’s median of $55,868.
Superannuation balances have also
increased, with the average balance
at $182,781, up from $172,834 the
year prior. The median balance was
$63,339, up from $60,037.

The ABS releases more up-to-date
data on average weekly earnings
for full-time adult workers. Its
latest data showed average earnings
were $2,051.10 in November, or
$106,657.20 a year.

Pearson urges Garma to look beyond
Voice defeat

For one of Australia’s most influential
Aboriginal leaders, the failure of the
Voice referendum is written in blue
and orange on the nation’s electoral
map.

Noel Pearson, the architect of the
“blue dot communities” frame, sees
in that map a hard truth about who
wanted constitutional recognition
and who turned it away.

Most of the continent is washed in
orange dots, representing the urban,
regional and settled electorates that
voted no.

Scattered across the north and
centre are the blue dots, the remote
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
homelands that backed the voice,
often overwhelmingly.

Pearson told the Garma Festival
those small communities, including
his own in Cape York, were the places
the voice was designed to serve.
Three years on from the referendum
campaign, Pearson still feels
the burden of raising hopes in
communities that strongly backed
the failed proposal.

He asked what right leaders had to
lift expectations that proved to be “a
mirage” but said that could not be an
excuse to walk away from the blue
dot homelands.

Instead, he pointed to a new
generation of community and
regional leaders, particularly young
Aboriginal women, emerging to take
up the work of reform.

He described them as competent
and relentless, carrying the love of
their people and determined to turn
moral authority into political power.
Yothu Yindi chief
executive Denise Bowden used

Foundation

Garma’s “Super Saturday” forum
to urge Australians not to let the
referendum loss or historic injustices
define what came next.

“We must remember the past but
we must not be defined by our past,’

Bowden told the Garma forum.

“We must refuse to be defined by the
event that took place on 14 October
2023 - the referendum.”

She said the task for leaders now
was to ensure this generation was
judged by how it built a future for
children based on fairness, equity
and opportunity.

Sunday is day three of this year’s 26th
annual Garma Festival at the Gulkula
ceremonial site on Yolngu Country,
running under the theme Bukmak,
meaning “all of wus, everyone,
together”.

The four-day celebration of Yolngu
life and culture, held about 40km
from Nhulunbuy on the Gove
Peninsula, will conclude on Monday.
Sunday’s program will push the post-
referendum conversation beyond
Canberra and into the homelands
and regions that bore the weight of
the voice campaign.

Sessions on homelands will highlight
their role as places of family authority,
language, ceremony, ranger work
and local enterprise, challenging
depictions of them as marginal or in
decline.

An “International Voices” stream will
draw on longstanding Yolngu and
Islander connections with South East
Asia and the Pacific to strengthen
modern partnerships on climate,
development and security.

They will

ahead for First Nations people in

examine what lies
a post-referendum Australia and
how governments, business and
communities can respond.

From Pearson’s blue dot homelands
to the red earth of Gulkula, Garma’s
Sunday events are framed as a refusal
to let the story end in defeat.
Organisers and speakers say the
focus now is on long-term structural
change and a just settlement that
honours the communities that voted

< >

yes.
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Australia’s Commonwealth Games athletics campaign ends in

The final moment of celebration in Australia’s
glorious athletics campaign at the 2026 Glasgow
Commonwealth Games was hilariously
understated.

Approaching midnight, Lachlan Kennedy,
Calab Law, Josh Azzopardi, Rohan Browning
and Chris Ius finally walked onto the podium
to receive their gold medals for the men’s
4x100-metre relay.

The crowd had long since filed out of Scotstoun
Stadium when the medal ceremony, which
was supposed to happen two and a half hours
earlier, kicked off.

The track and field that had hosted seven golds,
five silvers and five bronze medals for Australia
on a jam-packed day, had been leaf-blown,
cleaned and stripped of most of its Games
paraphernalia.

Only a handful of volunteers, family, stadium
crew, media members and team support staff
remained to applaud the historic relay winners,
Australia’s first since 1974.

A protest by the initially disqualified Canadian
team had finally succeeded, reinstating the
Olympic champions to the silver medal spot

and cutting short Ghanaian celebrations of
bronze deep in the bowels of the Glasgow
Warriors’ rugby club home ground.

In a credit to organisers, the pyrotechnics still
fired, the flags were still raised by military
personnel in full regalia, and the anthem still
played over the stadium PA.

Advance Australia Fair was sung even more
drone-fully than usual without the safety of
a crowd to hide the nasal tones of the Aussie
accent, before the small gathering shuffled off
the track.

It was a bizarrely low-key moment for one of
the crowning achievements of this breakout
meet for Team Australia, equalling the most
medals won by the track and field team at a
Commonwealth Games on foreign soil.

Of the 12 gold medals, 11 silver, and 11
bronzes, none sums up what the team has and
can become more than this relay triumph.
Administrators, cheerleaders and athletes alike
have been spruiking this new golden generation
for Australian Athletics, which has pumped
countless hours and very countable dollars into
the nation’s relays program in recent years.
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In the past four years, Commonwealth Games
Australia invested $11.6 million into the
Green2Gold2Great program.

That covered a wide range of athletes, with
$500,000 dedicated to relays specifically.

In that time, Australia’s teams have found some
phenomenal success across a number of events.
In 2025, there were green and gold teams in
all six events at the World Athletics Relays for
the first time ever and the mixed 4x400m team
won silver.

At this year’s World Relays, the men’s 4x400m
picked up an Australian record and bronze.

So well drilled are these teams that when it
came time for the heats on the final morning
of the athletics program, both the men’s and
womens teams could rest individual 100m
medallists Kennedy and Torrie Lewis.
Azzopardi put aside his bitter disappointment
at only being brought to Glasgow as a relay
runner to contribute to the cause, describing
the heats as “a training run”.

That is a far cry from the team that missed
out in Birmingham because Browning took a
tumble in the heats.
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- From Page One -

whose president Aleksander Ceferin has led the fight against Infantino in a
seismic week for FIFA.

“The current FIFA leadership has not only lost UEFA’s confidence but also that
of many other members of the football family”

After that comment, the governing body for North and Central American and
Caribbean soccer (CONCACAF) called for accountability, saying: “A [World
Cup] proposal of this magnitude does not reach that stage by accident. It is
a symptom of leadership that has stopped putting football first. This recent
unilateral and egregious act of poor governance and leadership follows a
pattern of missteps and similar behaviour. A full review of this leadership
must now take place”

Mr Infantino had proposed creating a $US20 billion ($28.5 billion) company
to run the World Cup with private investors but drew backlash that grew every
day since Tuesday’s announcement.

The FIFA president was forced to scrap the plan early Saturday after his senior
adviser who sat on a White House panel resigned and the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC), joined Europe and North America in opposing it.
UEFA’s blistering statement

UEFA, the governing body of European soccer, issued its blistering statement
hours after FIFA announced it was withdrawing its private equity plan.

“We cannot keep going on like this with secret schemes on fast-track timescales,
cooked up by faceless individuals and of dubious benefit to the game,” UEFA
said.

“We must identify those responsible and hold them to account.

“It is right that, in the coming days and weeks, UEFA will work with its
associations and in close cooperation with other confederations to reflect on
how this happened and devise a plan to make sure that it cannot occur again”
Norwegian soccer federation president Lise Klaveness, an elected member
of the UEFA executive committee, said steps must be taken to protect the
integrity of the sport.

“The entire framework of international football cooperation was unnecessarily
put at risk in pursuit of individual interests rather than the best interests of the
game,” Mr Klaveness said.

“This has been visible to many for a long time, including those of us elected
to positions intended to safeguard checks and balances and provide ongoing
oversight. We have to recognise that these mechanisms have not worked well
enough?”

The president of the AFC, Sheikh Salman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, said, “The
future of global football must always be shaped through proper consultation,
collective dialogue and respect for the established governance structures of
our game.”

Mr Infantino’s audacious bid fell apart after UEFAs 55-member nations
agreed Thursday to boycott the World Cup and all other FIFA competitions.
CONCACAF and the AFC also said they opposed the plan.
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CONCACAF’s statement added that FIFA leaders have “a duty of service over
power. Where that duty is not upheld, accountability cannot be optional’”.
FIFA's internal revolt

There was also an internal revolt.

Mr Infantino’s senior adviser, Carlos Cordeiro, a former Goldman Sachs
banker who represented the soccer body on the White House Task Force for
the World Cup, resigned and urged other senior FIFA staff to speak out.
Hours later, FIFA chief operating officer Kevin Lamour issued a statement to
the Associated Press, saying FIFA staff were deceived by Infantino’s lack of
openness in planning the sale over recent months and that the project must
not continue.

“It is the project of one person,” wrote Mr Lamour, a longtime colleague of Mr
Infantino at both FIFA and UEFA.

“Not only must this project not go ahead ... but the time has now come for
football political leaders to ask themselves the right questions and make the
right decisions.”

Mr Infantino had proposed spinning off FIFAs commercial businesses —
including World Cups and Club World Cups for men and women — into a
$US20 billion subsidiary with 20 per cent owned by private investors.

The “anchor investor”, described by FIFA, is a New York-based investment
firm launched by Joshua Kushner, the younger brother of US President Donald
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner.

This is not Infantino’s first big plan to flop

A tumultuous week in international soccer is at least the third time Mr Infantino
has rocked it with an ambitious plan many in the sport saw as reckless.

But the fallout from FIFA’s Joshua Kushner-backed plan is the first time UEFA
has acted quickly to create momentum for removing the man who was its
former long-time employee.

In 2018, Mr Infantino pushed a secretive offer of $US25 billion from Japan’s
SoftBank to create new competitions, which posed a long-term risk to
continental events for clubs and national teams.

In 2021, Mr Infantino proposed playing World Cups every two years instead
of four — an idea that also angered the International Olympic Committee
where he is an elected member.

Both plans created big rifts in the sport and were eventually dropped by FIFA.
Despite the turmoil, Mr Infantino was re-elected unopposed in 2019 and 2023.
The third time is shaping up to be different.

November 18 is the deadline for candidates to enter the next presidential
contest, exactly four months ahead of the vote in Rabat, Morocco, where FIFA
has its African headquarters.

FIFA statutes allow Mr Infantino one more four-year term in office. The failed
spin-off venture seemed like a way to create a commissioner-like role for Mr
Infantino beyond 2031, likely paying much more than his current annual
salary and a bonus deal of more than $US6 million.

It would take 106 votes to ensure a majority in a contested election. Continents
surely do not vote uniformly en bloc, but most of Europe’s 55, plus Asia’s 46
and CONCACAF’s 35 FIFA members would be a solid base.
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By Natalie Sukkarieh

To My Best Friend

To my best friend, Years now we have spent
But in the blink of an eye Our years we must

repent.

Drunk and sad, And | miss you a tad. But |
don’t think you miss me. Tell me, do you feel
free?

It's like there was an escape you saw And
then you ran towards the door.

So, | sit here alone, Waiting by the phone.
But him who cares about the time We spent
in Rome— Maybe that was your clone.

There’s not much to say, Only a little to pray.
Pray that this is right And pray it was worth
the fight.

So goodbye my friend And goodbye my
companion. As Winnie the Pooh said: “How
great to have something that make saying
goodbye so hard.”

Or something like that.

oot~
media battle defeat
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The Duke of Sussex and other celebrity claimants who lost a privacy case

against the publishers of the Daily Mail are facing a legal bill of more than
£18 million ($34m).

The high-profile group, which includes King Charles’ youngest son,
Sir Elton John and Elizabeth Hurley, are being asked to pay Associated
Newspapers’ £34.5m ($65m) legal costs, described as “eye watering”

The claimants’ insurance covers just £16.2m ($30m), leaving the group
short £18.3m ($34m) short.

They are also being asked to pay an initial £10 million towards the total
costs within 14 days, London’s High Court was told on Wednesday.

A two-day hearing is now underway to decide who will pay what legal
costs for the 11-week trial.

The group sued Associated Newspapers Limited (ANL) in 2022 over
claims of unlawful information gathering including hacking, bugging and
blagging.

But in a ruling handed down earlier this month, judge Justice Nicklin
dismissed in full all 97 claims against the publisher, stating there was no
evidence.

Prince Harry later issued a statement attacking the judge and calling the
426-page ruling a “complete and obvious whitewash”

Antony White KC, representing Associated Newspapers, told the court
the public statement “sought — and achieved — global publicity for a
continued allegation that Associated was in fact guilty of the wrongdoing
alleged”.

ANL has applied for indemnity cover after arguing the claimant’s side
acted unreasonably during the case. In that situation, the losing party
must cover the other side’s charges without the need to show they were
proportionate.

The publisher claims the “entirely inappropriate” statement from Prince
Harry suggested that he “knew better than the judge”.

Lawyers for the Duke of Sussex and the other claimants described the
costs incurred as “eye watering” and £18.6m ($34m) more than the budget
agreed by the court before the start of the trial.

Nicholas Bacon KC said his clients had insurance £2.7m ($4m), totalling
£16.2m ($30m), and that ANL had “overspent what theyd told us theyd
actually spent”.

They were offering to pay close to £8m ($32m) by August 28, including
£68,780 ($132k) relating to the bills linked to Harry’s individual claim.
He said: “The Duke of Sussex brought this claim in good faith. His
evidence was accepted by the court [but] in the final analysis his evidence
fell short of establishing his claim.”

Lawyers for the claimants added: “They have approached this litigation
in good faith, under the burden of decades of intense, intrusive media
scrutiny into their private lives”

The total bill the claimants could face is yet to be decided.

Bacon said any application for permission to appeal the judgment had
been deferred until after a ruling on the legal costs.
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“Guardians of Memory” Celebrates Art, Culture and Creative

Acclaimed artist Dr Wissam Hamade

presented a special artistic and cultural
evening at the Bryan Brown Theatre in
Bankstown, titled “Guardians of Memory”,
honouring artists and creative figures who
have passed away but remain alive in the
memories and hearts of their audiences.
The event was attended by a large gathering
of community members and admirers of
authentic artistic expression.

The evening was a tribute to the legacy

of artists who have left their mark on the
world of art and creativity. Dr Hamade
performed a selection of works with a
voice filled with national and humanitarian
emotion, receiving a warm response from
the audience, who joined him in singing
some of the timeless songs that remain

deeply rooted in collective memory.
Accompanied by a live musical ensemble,
Dr Hamade successfully transported the
audience back to the era of authentic,
socially conscious art, creating an evening
where voice met meaning, melody met
identity, and words met emotion.
“Guardians of Memory” carried a powerful
artistic and humanitarian message,
revisiting moments from collective memory
and highlighting the values and principles
that helped shape the identity and
consciousness of generations. The evening
reaffirmed that genuine art remains alive
regardless of how much time passes.
During the event, Dr Imad Brou delivered
a speech on behalf of the organisers, the
“Friends and Admirers of Dr Hamade”,

highlighting the importance of meaningful
and socially conscious art and its role

in expressing the pulse of life, as well as
feelings of longing and nostalgia for the
homeland, particularly among members of
communities living far from their countries
of origin.

He also thanked the sponsors of the
evening, praising their support, which
contributed to the success of the event and
brought people together around values of
loyalty, belonging and community.

The event was also attended by
representatives of several media
organisations, including Mamdouh
Sukkarieh, Editor-in-Chief of The World
Observer Media, who praised the artistic
and cultural initiative and expressed his
appreciation to the organisers for their
efforts. He also thanked them for the
invitation and congratulated Dr Wissam
Hamade on the successful event, wishing
him continued success and further
achievements in his artistic career.
Attendees agreed that “Guardians of
Memory” was a memorable artistic
occasion that brought together words,
music and memory, reaffirming that art is
the living memory and spirit of nations, a
guardian of the legacy of creative figures,
and a bridge connecting generations.




Together

The Australian Arab Business Council (AABC)
hosted its July 2026 Monthly Members Dinner
at Summerland Restaurant in Bankstown,
bringing together members, business leaders,
professionals, and community representatives
for another successful evening of networking
and social engagement.

Held in a warm and welcoming atmosphere,

the monthly gathering provided members
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A ABC July Networking Dinner Brings Business Leaders
in a Relaxed Social Setting

existing relationships, establish new business
connections, and exchange ideas in an informal
setting. The evening also featured raffle prizes
and plenty of excitement as guests enjoyed
watching the State of Origin match together on
the big screen.

The AABC’s monthly dinners have become
a popular fixture on the business calendar,
offering members a unique platform to

connect with like-minded professionals

while discussing current business trends,
opportunities, and the challenges facing today’s
economic environment.

The evening once again highlighted the strong
sense of camaraderie within the AABC,
combining business networking with an
enjoyable social atmosphere that continues to
attract an ever-growing number of members

and guests.

with an excellent opportunity to strengthen
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Shareefs Restaurant Opens Its New Bankstown Venue,
Beirut to Sydney

Bringing

Authentic Taste of

|

BANKSTOWN - The Charles and his
family celebrated the grand opening of their
newest Shareefs restaurant in Bankstown
last Saturday, welcoming a large gathering
of dignitaries, business leaders, community
members, customers, and friends to mark
the occasion.

The official opening was attended by

NSW Minister Jihad Dib MP, Mayor Bilal
El-Hayek, Councillor Jennifer Walther,
Australian Arab Business Council (AABC)
President George Bousamra, The World
Observer Media Editor-in-Chief Mamdouh
Sukkarieh, Music band Khaled Alamir

and Patrick Najem, along with local
business owners and members of the wider
community.

The new restaurant offers much more

than a place to enjoy a meal. With its
contemporary design, warm atmosphere,
and welcoming hospitality, Shareefs aims to

recreate the vibrant spirit of Beirut’s famous

cafés while serving authentic Middle
Eastern cuisine.

Inspired by the café culture of Beirut
during the 1960s and 1970s, Shareefs
brings customers the traditional flavours

of Lebanese shawarma and a menu that
celebrates the rich culinary heritage of

the Middle East. Every dish reflects the
family’s commitment to quality ingredients,
authentic recipes, and exceptional customer
service.

Speaking on behalf of The World Observer
Media, Editor-in-Chief Mamdouh
Sukkarieh congratulated Charles Shareefs
and his family on their latest achievement.
“This new restaurant is a wonderful
addition to Bankstown’s vibrant dining
scene. Charles and his family have created
more than just a restaurant—they have
created a welcoming destination where

families and friends can enjoy authentic
Lebanese cuisine in a modern and
comfortable setting. We wish them every
success in this exciting new venture.”

The opening highlighted the important
contribution that local family-owned
businesses continue to make to Bankstown’s
multicultural community, enriching the
areass hospitality industry while sharing the
flavours and traditions of Lebanese culture
with the wider Australian community.
Shareefs Bankstown

Dine-in Restaurant

68 Marion Street, Bankstown NSW 2200
Phone: 0458 371 995

Email: info@shareefs.com.au

Website: https://shareefs.com.au/

In addition to its new Bankstown location,
Shareefs continues to serve customers
through its other restaurant locations across
Sydney.
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What the Socceroos teach us about belonging

The Socceroos’ success is more than a sporting story - it is a reminder that the
children of migrants and refugees are not outsiders to Australia’s future, but part of
the national story itself.

As the final whistle sounded in Australia’s upset of Turkey in the World Cup on
Sunday, celebrations erupted across Australia.

Thousands had gathered in Federation Square. Pubs overflowed with supporters
wearing green and gold. Clubs stayed open long after the match had finished.
Families crowded around televisions in living rooms from Perth to Brisbane.
Complete strangers embraced. Flags appeared from nowhere. Car horns sounded
into the night.

The victory mattered, of course. But the emotion seemed larger than the result itself.
For a brief moment, people who would never meet one another, who lived in
different suburbs, worked in different occupations and held different views about
almost everything, felt part of the same story.

They belonged.

Perhaps that is why sport continues to exert such a powerful hold on us despite the
growing commercialisation that surrounds it.

Administrators can sell broadcasting rights. Investors can buy clubs. Sponsors
can place their logos on every available surface. Yet beneath all of this remains
something stubbornly human. People are not really searching for entertainment,
they are searching for connection.

The modern Socceroos are, in many ways, a reflection of contemporary Australia
itself.

Their stories begin in different countries, different cultures and, in some cases,
circumstances few Australians can easily imagine.

Some are the children of migrants. Some are the children of refugees. Some spent
their earliest years in refugee camps or arrived after their families had escaped war,
persecution and upheaval.

Their journeys could hardly be more different. Their destination is the same.
Much of our political debate about refugees is conducted in the language of threat
and risk. Yet behind those debates sit individual lives and individual stories.

Awer Mabil was born in a refugee camp in Kenya after his family fled South Sudan.
Mohamed Touré was born in Guinea after his Liberian family escaped civil war.
Nestory Irankunda was born in a refugee camp in Tanzania before arriving in
Australia as a child and later became the youngest Socceroos goal scorer at a World
Cup. Milos Degenek arrived after his family experienced the upheaval of the Balkan
conflicts.

There is a tendency to discuss refugees through the language of politics, yet the
stories of the Socceroos remind us that belonging is not something people bring
with them. It is something that is created over time.

For generations people have arrived on these shores seeking safety, opportunity and
a future for their children.

Italians and Greeks arrived after the war. Vietnamese refugees arrived following
the fall of Saigon. Families escaping conflict in the Balkans built new lives here.
More recently, communities from Africa, the Middle East and Asia have added new
threads to the national fabric.

There is an irony here that is difficult to ignore. At a time when migration and
multiculturalism have become increasingly contentious political issues, some
of Australias most celebrated sporting heroes are the children of migrants and
refugees.

Their stories do not resolve every policy debate, nor should they, but they do serve
as a reminder that today’s newcomers are tomorrow’s Australians.

The result is visible everywhere we choose to look, in our suburbs, our workplaces
and our schools. It is visible in the doctors, teachers, tradespeople and business
owners who quietly contribute to Australian life every day.

Yet behind the footballers who attract our attention stand thousands of less
visible Australians whose stories follow a similar path, whose lives have become
inseparable from the life of the nation itself.

It begins when families settle into unfamiliar suburbs and children walk through
the gates of a local school for the first time. It unfolds in workplaces, sporting clubs
and community organisations. It appears in friendships formed across cultures and
in neighbourhoods that gradually become home.

Over time, the extraordinary becomes ordinary. The family that once seemed new
simply becomes part of the community. Children grow up with Australian accents.

The local football team acquires a few unfamiliar surnames. New food appears at the

school fete. New words enter the local vocabulary. New traditions sit comfortably
alongside old ones. Life moves on, and looking back, it is difficult to imagine the
community without them.

Australia’s history is full of stories like these. Italians, Greeks, Vietnamese, Croatians,
Lebanese and countless others arrived carrying memories of another place and
hopes for a better future.

More recent generations have followed a similar path. Different journeys, different
cultures, different circumstances. Yet the story that follows is often remarkably
familiar.

The country that offered an opportunity gradually becomes home.

Perhaps this should not surprise us. Those who have experienced the loss of one
homeland often develop a deep appreciation for another.

People who have searched for somewhere to belong rarely take belonging for
granted once they find it. They invest themselves in their communities, contribute
to the society around them and, over time, become part of the national story itself.
Sometimes that story is visible in the quiet contributions of teachers, nurses,
tradespeople, business owners and volunteers. Sometimes it appears on a larger
stage.

And occasionally it appears wearing the green and gold.
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Taronga Zoo Sydney is thrilled to introduce

the Fab Four at its newly opened Rhino
Reserve: Hari, a four-year-old Greater
One-horned Rhino, joined by three
Asian Water Buffalo—Kahn, Sahasi, and
Babu. This dynamic group is settling into
their new home, and visitors can look
forward to spotting them during their
adventure these summer school holidays.

All four animals recently made the journey
from Taronga Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo
as part of a carefully coordinated convoy
and have spent the past couple of weeks
getting to know their new home. The Water
Buffalo travelled together in a specialised
transport unit, while Hari - weighing in at an
impressive 1.8 tonnes — followed a few days
later in a custom-designed transport crate.
Keepers from Taronga Western Plains
Zoo and Taronga Zoo Sydney spent
months working together to prepare Hari
for his move. They helped him become
comfortable with his travel crate and even
acclimatised him to the sounds of Sydney
by playing recordings of ferry horns
and planes. These small but progressive
steps ensured Hari’s arrival and settling-

in period has been smooth as possible.

Senior Ungulate Keeper, Renae Moss said
the team was thrilled with how seamless the
move and arrival process for both species
were: “Animal moves of this scale take alot of
planning,and we're very pleased to say all four
travelled without a hitch,” Moss shared. “The
best time to spot both species is first thing in
the morning, as soon as the gates open. Hari
already feels very confident in his barn, and
he is building his confidence outdoors every
day - were seeing great progress,” said Moss.”

While Hari eases into his new surroundings,
Kahn, Sahasi and Babu
becoming familiar faces at the Reserve.

are already
The trio are building rapport with their
Sydney keepers and making full use of the
swimming hole and cascading waterfall
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in the lower section of their habitat.

Hari’s arrival marks the first time a Greater
One-horned Rhino has lived at Taronga
Zoo Sydney in more than a decade. Born to
Australia’s only breeding pair of this species,
he stands as a meaningful ambassador
for rhino conservation and the ongoing
efforts needed to safeguard their future.
“These new arrivals are extraordinary
animals, and together they help bring to life
a vibrant habitat that reflects the ecosystems
of India and Nepal,” said Nick Boyle,
Executive Director of Taronga Zoo Sydney.

Despite a population recovery in recent
decades, the Greater One-horned Rhino
remains classified as Vulnerable. Hari’s story
represents both the progress made and the
conservation challenges that still lie ahead.

“Every visit to Taronga supports not only
our exceptional wildlife care, but also vital
conservation work around the world,
added Boyle. “Were proud to welcome
these remarkable animals to Sydney and
look forward to sharing their stories with
our community.” Taronga Zoo Sydney’s
Rhino Reserve residents have arrived, with
the Fab Four beginning the next chapter of
their journey just in time for the summer

holidays.
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New laws to crack down
on dodgy real estate
agents underquoting

New laws are being introduced in one state
to crack down on dodgy real estate agents
who underquote property prices to lure in
unsuspecting buyers.

Under the proposed legislation, agents in
NSW will be forced to publish an accurate
price guide on all advertising, ensuring
buyers wont be tricked by misleading
estimates.

The practice of underquoting has long been
used by agents to generate more interest
in homes for sale, with artificially low
price guides attracting larger crowds to
inspections and auctions.

Anyone caught breaking the new rules could
face a hefty fine of $110,000 or three times
their commission, whichever is greater.

“We are substantially increasing the fines to
take away the financial incentive for agents
to engage in this misleading practice,
Minister for Better Regulation and Fair
Trading Anoulack Chanthivong said.

The new legislation is expected to pass state
parliament this week, marking a significant
win for property buyers who have long
complained about

deceptive  pricing

practices in the real estate industry.

Cave diver reveals how
missing Laos group was
found as South Australian
joins rescue efforts

An Australian man is joining an international rescue
v+ squad to help retrieve a group of villagers trapped
.metres deep in a flooded cave in central Laos
Meanwhile, a Finnish diver at the centre of the rescue
efforts has described the extraordinary moment he found
.them alive

The group entered the cave in Xaysomboun province last
week to look for gold, but heavy rain caused a landslide
.and flash flooding that blocked their exit

Despite fears about their survival, specialist divers found
five men on Wednesday evening, a week after they went
missing

South Australian diver Josh Richards, who is renowned
locally for his efforts navigating deep and narrow
underground caves in the Limestone Coast region, told
the ABC the cave holding the men in Laos looked "scary
."as hell

Vision of their discovery by Thailand-based Finnish cave
diver Mikko Paasi and Thai diver Norrased Palasing was
Thai cave rescue, Y+)A reminiscent of the extraordinary
showing the group of men huddled on a rocky shelf,
.smiling back at rescuers

rescue, said he had Y+ YA Mr Paasi, who played a role in the
been sleeping less than three hours a night in the lead-up

..to locating the group
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Cate Blanchett asks why the
MeToo movement ‘got killed’

Australian star Cate Blanchett says she is

disappointed the #MeToo movement “got killed
very quickly” in Hollywood.

Blanchett has questioned why the initiative got
“shut down” when it had such a power to effect
change.

“It got killed very quickly, which I think is
interesting,” Blanchett said in a conversation with
moderator Didier Allouch at the Cannes Film
Festival on Sunday (local time).

“There are a lot of people with platforms who are
able to speak up with relative safety and say ‘this
has happened to me’ And the so-called average
woman on the street, person on the street, is saying
me too. Why does that get shut down?

“What the movement revealed is a systemic
layer of abuse, not only in this industry but in all
industries, and if you don't identify a problem, you
can’t solve the problem?”

The #MeToo movement - in which women in the
public eye spoke about their experiences of sexual
misconduct in their careers — gained traction in
October 2017, following sexual abuse allegations
against Harvey Weinstein.

Blanchett, 57, also highlighted the continued
gender imbalance on film sets. She said she
thought being in male-dominated environments
had an “effect on the work”

“I'm still on film sets and I do the headcount every
day. There’s 10 women and there’s 75 men every
morning,” she said.

“I love men, but what happens is the jokes become
the same.

“You just have to brace yourself slightly, and I'm
used to that. But it just gets boring for everybody
when you walk into a homogeneous workplace. I
think it has an effect on the work”

At the 2018 Cannes Film Festival, Cate was
president of the jury and led a women’s march in
which 82 woman - including Kristen Stewart, Lea
Seydoux and Ava DuVernay - held hands to walk
up the steps of the Palais des Festivals. The march
highlighted the fact that, until that point, just 82
women had competed at Cannes - in contrast to
1866 male directors from the same period.
“Women are not a minority in the world, yet the
current state of the industry says otherwise,” she
said at the time.

“As women, we all face our own unique challenges,
but we stand together.

‘A spark’: Rumours swirl about Pamela Anderson and Tom

The Hollywood rumour mill has gone into
overdrive amid speculation that Baywatch
icon Pamela Anderson is romantically
involved with fellow A-lister Tom Cruise.
The buzz, which comes after Anderson was
last year linked with her Naked Gun co-star
Liam Neeson, appears to have begun with
an unverified claim that there is “a spark”
between the pair.

American tabloid The National Enquirer
reported last month that Cruise, 63, and
Anderson, 58, have been “keeping in touch”
since he reached out to congratulate her for
her Golden Globe-nominated performance
in acclaimed 2024 film The Last Showgirl.
“The movie got people to see Pam in a very
different light, including Tom,” it quoted a
source as saying.

Further fuelling speculation, The Daily Mail
reported this month that a source had told it

Anderson was “making room for love in her

Mohamed Salah to
Trabzonspor? Turkish
club deny agreement

amid Besiktas talks

Trabzonspor president Ertugrul Dogan has
denied the Turkish club has reached an agreement
with Mohamed Salah, but says every team would
“want” to sign the Egypt international.

French outlet Foot Mercato reported on Saturday
that Trabzonspor were close to hijacking Besiktas’
deal for the former Liverpool forward, while
social media speculation intensified ahead of the
clubs 59th anniversary, with claims Salah could be

unveiled during the celebrations on Sunday.

But Dogan dismissed suggestions an agreement
had been reached and also denied reports Salah
was due to travel to Trabzon on Sunday.

“There is no such agreement,” Dogan told Turkish
outlet A Spor. “As for plans to bring him to
Trabzon, there is no such plan; there is nothing to
it.

life” after a busy few years in the entertainment
industry.

However, there has been no official comment
from either actor, and some celebrity watchers
believe it may all be a publicity stunt.

“To be fair, Pamela’s having a career resurgence
right now so naturally I think people are
linking her to huge stars,” American reporter
and podcast host Kinsey Schofield told Sky
News.

“Tll believe Tom Cruise is dating someone
when Tom Cruise confirms it himself -— and
even then I'll wonder if it was manufactured
by Scientology, OK?

“Hollywood romance rumours are basically a
marketing strategy.”

Schofield also noted that celebrity watchers
were still “really confused” by the stories
about Anderson’s relationship with Neeson,
which was sparked by their intimate rapport
while promoting The Naked Gun last year.

“If there were such a plan, information would

be provided from our side, the press would be
informed, and so on. There is no such thing”

Dogan acknowledged he would like to bring a
player of Salah’s stature to Trabzonspor but insisted

there was no deal in place.

“Salah is a very professional, highly successful
player known worldwide. He is one of the players
with the best careers out there. Of course, who

wouldn’t want Salah? That is a separate matter.
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Gasps every step of the way: How Zendaya has Delta makes it a hat-trick
turned the red carpet into her kingdom with Aussie classic
To say Zendaya is booked and busy might be the
understatement of the year.
Like Anne Hathaway, her co-star in The Odyssey, -

the 29-year-old actress has no less than five new
projects releasing in 2026 — each accompanied by a
dazzling display of red carpet fashion.

Zendaya is currently promoting Spider-Man:
Brand New Day, alongside her on- and off-
screen leading man Tom Holland. This press tour
comes hot on the heels of those for The Odyssey,
Euphoria’s final season and The Drama. She’ll get
a brief hiatus from her towering stilettos before
Dune: Part Three drops in December.

Obviously, this is an incredible phase for the
former Disney Channel star’s acting career, but it’s
also provided a spectacular style showcase that has
delivered gasps and swoons each step of the way.
Zendaya is already famous for her ‘method
dressing’ - wearing outfits visually tying into the
theme of each project through motifs and design
styles — on movie press tours, and 2026 has taken

things to the next level.

Her latest effort, at the Los Angeles premiere of
Spider-Man, has continued the spideresque theme
of her red carpet looks for the movie.

The newlywed star wore a black Ashi Studio gown

with a huge architectural skirt and train.

Her longtime stylist Law Roach, whos been
responsible for many of her most jaw-dropping .t
outfits, said it was an “abstract” take on the Roach also hinted at what we all suspected: the

spider, telling Variety: “In our mind, it’s like this Dune: Part Three looks are going to be equally

metamorphosis of this woman into this thing?” dazzling.

It was a closing ceremony featuring some serious

Australian star power, with Delta Goodrem
headlining proceedings.

It was the third time, after Melbourne 2006 and
Gold Coast 2018, that Goodrem had performed
at a Commonwealth Games, and the Australian

icon was in fine form at the Hydro indoor arena

in Glasgow.
GaSpS every Step of the way: How Zendaya has Goodrem was revealed to the crowd in dramatic
turned the red carpet into her kingdom fashion, it by a spottight AR
piano, belting out her classic Born To Try, before
A court has heard veteran broadcaster Alan Jones allegedly kissed a year 12 student who he had invited to rising from her seat and welcoming the athletes
his property at Fitzroy Falls in the Southern Highlands. into the venue with an inspired medley of her hits.
And the performance reached a real crescendo
Mr Jones on Monday arrived at court for the first day of his indecent assault and sexual touching trial. when she welcomed Scottish pop star Cammy
Barnes to the stage for a rendition of the most
After a series of pre-trial hearings where some charges were either dropped or reduced, Mr Jones now classic of Aussie classics, John Farnham’s You're

faces 22 charges relating to six male complainants, 20 counts of assault with act of indecency, and two the Voice.

counts of sexual touching.
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Ceuta’s usual population, with Spanish authorities saying the influx might
have stemmed from a legal ruling that migrants arriving by sea could not be
immediately returned.
The Spanish government said 67 bodies had been recovered, with fears the
death toll could be higher because there may also be casualties in Morocco.
Authorities said some people drowned while others were crushed trying to
climb the breakwater supporting the border fence.
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez vowed his government is working
with Moroccan and international authorities “to restore normalcy as soon as
possible”.
Here’s how Ceuta has become a migration hotspot and why the crisis has
prompted parts of Europe to tighten their borders.
What is the Schengen Agreement?
The Schengen Area allows people to travel between 29 European countries
without routine passport checks at internal borders.
While border controls are normally abolished, member states can temporarily
reinstate them if they believe there is a serious threat to public order or internal
security.
Italy does not share a land border with Spain, so the decision to reintroduce
border controls for a month will impact people travelling by plane or boat
between the two countries.
The Italian government said the checks would target non-EU nationals arriving
from Spain and would not affect Spanish or other EU citizens travelling to
Italy.
“This is an extraordinary measure, adopted to safeguard national security and
prevent possible repercussions for our nation,” Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
wrote on X.
“The measure will be kept in force only for the time necessary, with particular
attention to limiting any impact on summer tourist flows.”
Where is Ceuta?
Ceuta is an autonomous Spanish city on the northern coast of Africa that
borders Morocco.
Spain also controls the nearby city of Melilla. Together, the two enclaves form
the European Union’s only land borders with Africa.
Roughly the size of inner Sydney, Ceuta has a population of just over 83,000,
according to Spain’s Instituto Nacional de Estadistica.
It is home to Christian and Muslim communities, including Spanish and
Moroccan residents and cross-border workers.

Why is it a migration flashpoint?

For decades, Ceuta has been one of Europe’s main migration gateways because
it offers a direct route into the European Union.

Many people fleeing conflict, persecution or poverty travel through Morocco
hoping to reach the enclave.

According to Spain’s Interior Ministry, Ceuta recorded 2,582 migrant arrivals
by land during the first six months of 2026, up from 978 during the same
period of 2025.

That 164 per cent increase contrasts with the broader trend across Spain,
where migrant arrivals fell from 17,990 in the first half of 2025 to 12,138 over
the same period this year.

Unlike the often dangerous Mediterranean sea crossing, Ceuta can be reached
by land or by swimming around its coastal barriers, but the journey is still
risky.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) says migrants face
violence, illness and dangerous conditions at the border.

Migrants have previously tried to enter Ceuta by climbing or cutting through
border fences, swimming around sea barriers or hiding inside vehicles crossing
the border.

Many of those who arrive are immediately turned back, while others held in
migrant shelters are processed and can apply for asylum in Spain.

Spain has strengthened security over the years with double fences, surveillance
technology and additional patrols, but attempted crossings have continued.
The IOM has recorded over 35,000 migrant deaths and disappearances in

the Mediterranean since 2014, including more than 5,000 along the western

Mediterranean route, which includes Ceuta.

Why has there been such a large surge?

It is not yet clear what triggered the sudden surge, though Spanish authorities
suggested a legal ruling in early July may have fuelled misinformation about
migrants’ chances of remaining in Spain.

Spain’s Interior Ministry said about 50,000 people crossed into Ceuta from
Thursday morning, but that 48,300 had already returned to Morocco by Friday
evening, with hundreds more returning each hour.

Territorial Policy Minister Angel Victor Torres said the Supreme Court ruling,
which barred authorities from summarily returning migrants who arrived by
sea without due process, may have encouraged more people to attempt the
crossing.

While the decision does not guarantee migrants the right to stay, Spanish
broadcaster RTVE reported the ruling spread widely on Moroccan social
media.

Prime Minister Sanchez blamed people smugglers for exploiting the legal
ruling.

The Supreme Court’s ruling “spread like wildfire over the past few hours
through the networks of human trafficking organisations,” he said.

“They deceive so many young people and ultimately lead many of them to
their deaths.”

What has the response been?

Spain has described the mass crossing as “a violation of territorial integrity”
and deployed hundreds of additional police and military personnel to Ceuta.
Authorities have rapidly returned tens of thousands of migrants to Morocco
under existing bilateral agreements.

Italy went further by temporarily restoring border checks for arrivals from
Spain under emergency provisions of the Schengen Agreement.

France, which already maintains some temporary border controls under its
own Schengen exemption, said it would also strengthen checks on its border
with Spain.

Italy’s Interior Ministry said it had separately agreed with Paris to tighten
controls along the Franco-Italian border.

Moroccos ambassador to Spain, Karima Benyaich, said the events in Ceuta
were not what Morocco wanted.

“We have always prioritised legal, orderly and safe migration for all,” she said,
without commenting on what prompted the mass crossing.

Rights groups said Moroccan police used water cannons and fired warning
shots into the air to stop more people from entering Ceuta.

The European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen backed Spain’s
response, saying the “images coming from Ceuta are unacceptable”.
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“Based on this request, I have agreed, for the future benefit of the WORLD
and, likewise, the survival of a successful and prosperous Iran, to cancel the
attack, subject to being able to rapidly make a DEAL”

Israel had agreed to join the US in the commitment to try to complete the
agreement with Iran that would bring about an end to the war, he added.

US threatened new strikes before announcement

Mr Trump on Friday had threatened more strikes on Iran as the US pressed
for the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz.

Speaking to reporters during a meeting with members of his cabinet at the
Camp David presidential retreat in Maryland, Mr Trump said “we just want to
win” in Iran and that the US would hit Iran “very hard” until it couldn’t “take
it anymore”

Later that day, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt expressed the US
administration’s frustration that Tehran had last month signed a memorandum
of understanding on a truce but then quickly “broke it, shot at commercial
ships, and killed American soldiers”.




